U.S. judge oiders Iran 
to pay $250m 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — A U.S. judge ordered Iran 
on Wednesday to pay nearly $250 million in damages 
to the family of a 20-year-old American student killed 
in a terrorist attack, in Gaza in 1996. The ruling here 
by Judge Royce Lambertiv was . regarded by -legal 
experts as unenforceable in practical terms but of 
potentially important symbolic value amid signs 
Tehran and Washington were ready to improve ties. In 
his ruling, Mr Lamberth found Iran guilty of giving 
financial support to the ShikakL faction .of the Pales- 
tinian Islamic Jihad, a group blamed for an attack on 
a tourist bus resulting in the death of Alisa Flatow. 
That attack occurred on April 9, 1996. 
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Two Israelis wounded 
by mortar fire in south Lebanon 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli soldier was seriously 
wounded and another lightly hurt overnight in a mortar 
attack on their position in the buffer zone Israel occupies 
in south Lebanon, the army said Wednesday. An army 
spokesman said the attack by the Hizbollah occurred in the 
eastern sector of Israel’s self-declared “security zone" in 
Lebanon. “One soldier was seriously wounded and the 
other was very lightly hurt by mortar and rocket fire." the 
spokesman said. The army returned fire at Hizbollah posi- 
tions north of the buffer zone, he said In a statement 
released in Beitut, the Hizbollah claimed responsibility for 
the attack and said a Mxrkava armoured vehicle had been 
destroyed Hizbollah is spearheading a campaign to drive 
Israeli troops our of the buffer zone set up in 1985 to pre- 
vent attacks on northern Israel by anti-Israeli guerrillas. 
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King calls for development of badia 
through collective efforts of citizens 


AMMAN (J.T.i — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
emphasised Wednesday 
that Jordan is determined to 
turn the badia region, semi- 
desert lands, into a produc- 
tive territory through the 
collective efforts of the 
people. 

Addressing a rally held at 
Safawi in eastern Jordan, 
King Hussein said he took 
pride in what tbe . local 
tribes have done to develop 
their land and create life in 
the semi-desert area. 

. The King added that the 
government has made plans 
for training bedouin youths 
to enable them to deal with 
the challenges of the future 
and become productive citi- 
zens for their country and 
for their nation at large. 

King Hussein said that 
the badia youths have exert- 
ed strenuous efforts in their 
research and study and their 
work in the development of 
land and they are now per- 
forming their duty for their 
country and people. 

He said that he will spare 
no effort in providing sup- 
port to the badia inhabitants 
in their .endeavours to 
achieve progress and devel- 
opment 

King Hussein announced 
that he was donating 
JD 100,000 to the Jordan 
Badia Research and Devel- 
opment Programme which 
has been undertaking the 
task of developing the 
Safawi region. 



His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan attend a rally 
at the town of Safawi in eastern Jordan on Wednesday. Also attending are Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali, Lower House Speaker Sa'd Hayel Srour and Royal Court Chief 
Fayez Tarawneh (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Tbe King also directed 
the government to allocate 
JD400,000 for the same 
purpose. Upon his arrival at 
the Safawi area. King Hus- 
sein was met by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, 
Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Sa’d 
Hayel Srour, Maftaq~Gov- 
emflc -.Ahmad t-IjwzU and .. 
other officials. ' 

The King inspected the 


various parts of the pro- 
gramme, and was briefed 
by the programme director, 
Mohammad Shahbaz, and 
by Sharifab Zein Bent 
Nasser, the programme’s 
director of finance and pub- 
lic relations, about the 
objectives, plans and 
achievements of the pro- 
gramme. . 

King" Hussein' arid" the 
_ Crown P rince as well as the 
officials watched a" docu- 
mentary film featuring the 


Opposition blasts Cabinet for not 
consulting on new elections law 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamist- 
led opposition Wednesday 
blasted the government for 
preparing a new elections 
law without consulting 
them and said they intended 
to prepare their own draft 
legislation. 

The move is likely to 
inflame their already tense 
ties with the one-year-old 
government of Prime Minr 
ister Abdul Salam Majali. 

“This is further proof that 
the government does not 
intend to negotiate with 
anybody,” said Suleiman 
Arar, secretary general of 
the pan-Arabist A1 Mus- 
taqbal Party. 

Mr. Arar, a former interior 
minister, was commencing 
on Tuesday's announce- 


ment by Deputy -Prime 
Minister and Information 
Minister Abdullah Ensour 
that the government 
planned to submit the draft 
elections law to Parliament 
before the end of its current 
ordinary session on March 
29. - ‘ • - 

Dr. Ensour told reporters 
after a regular Cabinet 
meeting that tbe draft law 
called for adopting magnet- 
ic identity cards as voting 
cards in the next general 
parliamentary elections set 
for the year 2001. 

This, he said, would pre- 
vent voters from casting 
their ballot more than once 
— which was cited by the 
opposition as a common 
irregularity in the last elec- 
tions. 

Government officials 
have been tight-lipped over 


other features of the draft 
law. But recent press 
reports speculated that the 
new legislation would 
divide the Kingdom into as 
many constituencies as the 
number of deputies that 
will be elected to ensure 
better representation. 

The new draft law is also 
expected to lower the vot- 
ing age to 18 from 19. 

Though the two latter 
points have always been 
part of the opposition's 
demands under a five-year- 
long debate on elections 
regulations, most political 
activists said they reseated 
the notion of imposing a 
“tailored” legislation onthe 
people. 

Instead, they would have 


(Continued on page 7) 


King off to Washington to ‘spell out 
dangers of deadlock in peace process’ 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein leaves today 
on an official visit to the 
United States with two 
pressing regional crises on 
his agenda: the faltering 
peace process and the ever- 
voJatile relations between 
Iraq and the United Nations 
Security Council 

Paving the way for the 
Washington trip, the King 
conducted a six-day Arab 
tour that included talks with 
the leaders of Egypt, tbe 
United Arab Emirates and 
Oman, while His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan held talks Monday 
and Tuesday with Palestin- 
ian and Israeli leaders on 
deadlocked ■ negotiations 
between the two sides. 

The King’s talks in Wash- 
ington follow a string of 
Israeli official visits to the 
Kingdom including talks 
with Israel's National Infra- 


structure Minister Ariel 
Sharon and Industry Minis- 
ter Natan Sharansky. Iraq’s 
Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Said Sahhaf, en route 
to meetings with the Secu- 
rity Council in New York, 
also held talks in Amman 
earlier this week. 

Jordanian officials de- 
scribed the upcoming 
Washington talks, which 
will be crowned by a meet- 
ing between the King and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
on March 19, as crucial 
towards . assessing the 
. chances for a breakthrough 
on the Isradi-Palestinian 
front, and prospects for a 
permanent solution to the 
crisis between Iraq and the 
UN. ‘ . ■ 

A senior Jordanian offi- 
cial said that the King 
would be pressing the need 
for Israel to implement the 
next phase of redeployment 
in the West Bank in line 
with U.S. proposals put for- 
eword by Secretary of State 


Madeleine Albright. 

“His Majesty will be 
spelling out die dangers 
inherent in the continuation 
of the deadlock on tbe 
Palestinian front, and the 
crisis in Iraq,” one official 
told the Jordan Tunes. “We 
are caught between an 
explosive situation to the 
west of the Kingdom and a 
volatile situation to the 
east,” he explained. 

According to the official, 
current Israeli policies 
“have turned the West Bank 
into a time bomb that could 
explode in our faces, unless 
a ; breakthrough is 
achieved.” His Majesty had 
openly warned of a poten- 
tial fourth Palestinian exo- 
dus to Jordan that would 
destabilise the Kingdom 
and turn it into an alterna- 
tive Palestinian state. 

Severe clashes erupted in 
Hebron Wednesday as 

(Continued on page 7) 


development of the pro- 
gramme in its various 
stages. 

He also inspected the 
Safawi Castle, located a 
few metres from the Badia 
Research Centre, and was 
briefed by Sharifah Zein on 
its history and later met 
notables and bedouin chief- 
tains. 

The Jordan Badia 
Research and Development 
Programme- which was 

(Continued on page 7) 

Vedrine insists 
on French role 
to rescue 
Mideast peace 

RIYADH (AFP) — 
French Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedrine insisted 
here Wednesday bis coun- 
try has an important role 
to play in rescuing the 
U.S. -brokered Middle 
East peace process. 

“France, which has rela- 
tions with all the parties 
concerned, is working for 
a fair and lasting peace,” 
he told a press conference 
before leaving Saudi Ara- 
bia at the end of a three- 
day visit. 

Mr. Vedrine said 
France. Europe and the 
United States were coor- 
dinating efforts “to pre- 
vent the suffocation of the 
peace process.” 

His Saudi counterpart. 
Prince Saud A1 Faisal, 
warned, meanwhile, that 
the peace process was “in 
the process of dying, and 
if it not saved soon, it 
could pass away.” 

“All the parties are 
called upon to act quickly 
to revive the peace 
process” between Israel 
and its Arab neighbours, 
the prince told the news- 
paper A1 Sharq A1 Awsat. 

The U.N. Security 
Council should act “with 
the same firmness” on the 
peace process as it did 
with Iraq in last month’s 
crisis over aims inspec- 
tions, Prince Saud said. 

Mr. Vedrine, in an inter- 
view with the same Saudi 
newspaper before his 
visit, said the United 
States was not doing 
enough for the long- 
stalled initiative, and that 
“the role of France is 
essential for Europe” to- 
play its part. 

On the stagnant Israel i- 
Lebanese and Israeli-Syr- 
ian tracks of the peace 
process, the French min- 
ister reiterated at the 
press conference that 
Paris would be willing to 
provide security guaran- 
tees 


20 Palestinians injured in 

clashes with Israeli troops 

Palestinians killed at checkpoint buried 
as Israel admits shooting them was a mistake 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

AT LEAST 20 Palestinians 
were wounded by Israeli gun- 
‘ fire Wednesday during violent 
protests over the mistaken 
killing of three Palestinian 
workers by soldiers at a West 
Bank checkpoint. 

Three of the 20 Palestinian 
youths wounded by rubber- 
coated anti-riot bullets were in 
serious condition, officials at 
Hebroa’s Aliya hospital said. 

Dozens of youths burned 
tires and threw stones at Israeli 
troops outside Dura, home to 
the three dead men who were 
due to be buried later in the 
day. 

Dozens of other youths in 
nearby Hebron used stones 
and firebombs to attac k sol- 
diers guarding the city's Jew- 
ish settlement. 

Israeli soldiers, who were 
out in force in expectation of 
violence following Tuesday 
night's shooting ai a check- 
point near Dora, responded by 
firing (ear gas and rubber-coat- 

. ed-iuDets. -No soldiers were 

reported hurt ’ ’* 

Palestinian - -shops and 
schools were closed for a 
three^day general strike in the 
Hebron area to protest tbe 
killings and students in the city 
of RamaJJah near Jerusalem 
also planned a demonstration 
later in the day. 

Three Palestinian labourers 
were killed, two seriously 
wounded and a number of oth- 
ers lightly hurt when Israeli 
soldiers opened fire on the van 
carrying them through tbe 
army checkpoint on a road 
leading from Israel into tbe 
West Bank. 





Palestinian police carry at a mass funeral the flag-draped bodies of the three Palestinian 
labourers shot dead overnight by Israeli soldiers at a military roadblock on Wednesday. 
Clashes flared in the West Bank as thousands of mourners buried the men in a heroes 
funeral (Reuters photo) 


Tbe soldiers said tbe van, 
bringing a dozen construction 
workers home from day jobs 
in Israel, polled out of a line of 
vehicles waiting to pass 
through the checkpoint and 
buffered an Israeli guard, 
slightly hurting him. 

Believing the driver was try- 
ing to run them down in a ter- 
rorist attack, two jittery sol- 
diers opened fire with auto- 
matic weapons. 

But. General Uzi Dayan, 
commander of Israeli faces in 
the West Bank, said initial 
enquiries indicated the soldiers 
fired in error and that tbe driver 
simply lost control of his vehi- 
cle. 

‘This was not an attack or a 


terrorist act” be said. 

Gen. Dayan, who met early 
Wednesday with Palestinian 
security officials said, howev- 
er. that the soldiers had fol- 
lowed standing orders by fir- 
ing “at a car acting in a suspi- 
cious manner." 

'The soldiers were not trig- 
go- happy." he said in a state- 
ment 

The two soldiers who 
opened fire have been detained 
pending the outcome of the 
probe. 

Tbe shooting worsened ten- 
sions already running high in 
the Palestinian area due to the 
year-long deadlock in peace 
negotiations with the right- 
wing government of Israeli 


Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Mr. Netanyahu called Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafot 
laie Tuesday to express his 
condolences for the shooting 
and promise a hill probe. 

Mr. Arafat condemned the 
shooting as “a big crime 
against our workers.” 

Ml Arafat's chief negotiator 
with Israel SaebErakaL sent a 
letter to his Israeli counterpart 
demanding that a joint U.S.- 
Israeli-Palestinian commission 
be formed to investigate the 
shooting. 

The letter also demanded 
that Mr. Netanyahu apologise 

(Continued on page 3) 


Annan in Washington to discuss 
Iraq deal, discuss monies owed 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
UN. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan was in Washington 
Wednesday to defend his 
deal on weapons inspections 
with Iraq, which has come 
under heavy criticism in the 
U.S. Congress. 

The one-day visit to Wash- 
ington comes amid new 
strains in relations between 
the United Nations and 
Washington, which still owes 
some SI .7 billion to the inter- 
national organisation. 

Mr. Annan was not sched- 
uled to meet with Republican 
leaders of Congress, who 
have criticised the Feb. 73 
accord for being too soft on 
Iraq. 

Mr. Annan’s visit to Wash- 
ington is his second as secre- 
tary general, his first coming 
in early 1997 following his 
selection as UN. chief, the 
result of a long diplomatic 
battle. 

Although the Ghanaian 
diplomat was considered a 
U.S. pottage, his honeymoon 
with Washington appears to 
be over amid a stalemate 
between Congress and tbe 
U.S. administration over 
UK dues. 

Congress is attaching con- 
ditions to payment that are 
dependent on certain UN. 
reform “benchmarks” being 
carried out — a position 
rejected by the other 184 
UN. member states, which 
insist that Washington should 
payupfirsL 

Under plans initially 
announced by UN. officials, 
some of Mr. Annan's con- 


gressional critics were to be 
at a dinner to be hosted by 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright. But 
those plans were scrapped, 
and the event is now being 
called a working dinner with 
Ms. Albright, without law- 
makers. 

One UN. official said the 
session involving members 
of Congress was cancelled 
because of a lack of time. 

The subject of U.N. dues is 
expected to figure high on 
Mr. Annan's agenda, and 
UN. officials acknowledge 
that getting congressional 
approval for funding will be 
mote difficult because of crit- 
icism of the Iraq deal. 

Following his agreement 
with Iraq, Mr. Annan stopped 
in Paris on tbe way back from 
Baghdad, and is expected to 
visit the capitals of the other 
UN. Security Council per- 
manent five members — Bei- 
jing, Moscow and London — 
following a Middle East tour 
scheduled for next week. 

The Baghdad agreement 
provides for Iraq to open up 
all sites to tbe UN. inspec- 
tors attempting to verify the 
dismantling of Iraqi weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Senate majority leader 
Trent Lott accused Mr. 
Annan, who said after meet- 
ing Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein that be could “do 
business with” him, of harm- 
ing UN. credibility by “cut- 
ting what appears to be a spe>- 
cial deal with the most fla- 
grant violators of United 
Nations resolutions.” 


U.N. envoy prepares for 
inspections of special sites 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — A 
senior U.N. official started 
a mission here Wednesday 
to prepare the ground for 
tbe implementation of last 
month’s accord on weapons 
inspections of Iraqi presi- 
dential sites. 

“I am very happy to be 
here in the footsteps of the 
[U.N.] Secretary General 
[Kofi Annan] to ensure that 
the memorandum of under- 
standing is folly imple- 
mented,” Jayantha Dhana- 
pala told Iraqi Television 
on his arrival. 

“We have come to pre- 
pare the ground for the 
inspection of the eight pres- 
idential sites, which Is 
going to be done, of course, 
with senior diplomats,” he 
said. 

“I hope to call on the Iraqi 
Leadership while I am here 
and also make the neces- 
sary arrangements in 
advance of the senior diplo- 
mats’ coming,” said the for- 
mer Sri Lankan diplomat. 

The 59-year-old arms 
control expert heads the 
“special group" of U.N. 
weapons experts for inspec- 
tions of eight presidential 
sites which were at the cen- 
tre of a crisis between Iraq 
and the United Nations. 

Under the Feb. 23 accord 
which Mi. Annan signed 
with Iraq opening up the 


sites, the group is to carry 
out the inspections accom- 
panied by diplomats, as a 
means of addressing Iraqi 
concerns over its sover- 
eignty. 

Janet Sullivan, a spokes- 
woman for the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM l 
in charge of disarming Iraq, 
said Mr. Dhanapala was to 
meet Iraqi officials on 
Thursday and Friday. 

The U.N. deputy secre- 
tary general for disarma- 
ment affairs flew in to Hab- 
baniya airport, west of 
Baghdad. from 

UNSCOM's support base 
in Bahrain. He was first to 
meet UNSCOM personnel. 

Mr. Dhanapala is due to 
return' Saturday to New 
York to brief ' UNSCOM 
chairman Richard Butler on 
his mission. 

Mr. Butler himself is due 
in Baghdad for talks with 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz. That visit, 
postponed since March 2, is 
not expected to take place 
for at least another two 
weeks, said the spokes- 
woman. 

The special group is 
expected to start its work at 
around the same time. 

Mr. Dhanapala wrote last 
Friday to countries with 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Saudi Arabia gives assurance on 
king’s health, irritated by U.S. 


RIYADH (AFP i — Saudi 
Arabia insisted Wednesday 
!hal Kin” F.ihd's condition in 
hospital was “reassuring” ;ind 
denied he has undergone an 

operation, voicing irritation 
vviih .1 U.S. report on his 
health. 

The king's health since 
entering h*.*spiiu) on Monday 
with inflammation of the gall 
bladder is ■‘retissuring and 
docs nut require a surgical 
op-rjtion." the royal palace 
said, in a statement carried on 
i he official nev-s agency SPA. 

Tile statement, along with 
an o'.emight radio update on 
King Fahd’s condition, came 
shortly after a report from the 
U.S. State Department that 


.American surgeons had 
helped operate on the 
monarch. 

•*We understand he did have 
surgery and we wish him a 
speedy recovery.” said State 
Department spokesman 
James Foley. 

A State Department official 
said separately that he 
believed the surgery t*x>k 
place Monday, although there 
had not been any official U.S. 
contact with the Saudi govern- 
ment 

In Riyadh, an official source 
said the Saudis were 
"shocked” and emphatic on 
the point that "information on 
the kings health must be 
based on official Saudi state- 


ments. and not on reports 
coming from Washington.*' 

A U.S. diplomat here, 
meanwhile, said the State 
Department had apparently 
bused its account on reports 
from an international news 
agency. 

Mr. Foley ’s comments came 
after SPA reported that King 
Fahd sent thanks to numerous 
.And) and other leaders who 
had sent him get-well mes- 
sages. including U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. 

The king is undergoing 
tests, according to SPA. while 
a medical source said here that 
his condition was “not seri- 
ous” and the monarch could 
soon be discharged from the 


King Faisal hospital in 
Riyadh. 

Infl animation of the gall 
bladder could be caused by a 
simple infection, but it could 
also be linked to cancer of the 
pancreas, medical sources 
said. 

Saudi Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah Ben Abdul Aziz has also 
told a string of foreign leaders 
who inquired about his half- 
brother that the king was in 
good health, SPA reported on 
Tuesday. 

King Fahd. who is in his 
mid-70s. was hospitalised in 
November 1995 after suffer- 
ing a stroke and called on the 
crown prince to run the affairs 
of state for six weeks. 


Turkish court acquits policemen 
charged with torturing teenagers 


ISTANBUL I AFP) — A 
Turkish court Wednesday 
acquitted ten policemen 
charged with torturing a group 
of high school students, the 
Anatolia news agency report- 
ed. 

The criminal court in the 
v. estem Turkish town of Man- 
i<i ruled unanimously that 
there wai insufficient evi- 
dence for the accusations 
against the policemen. 

The ease has become a svm- 
lv>! fur human rights viola- 
tions in Turkey. 

The Turkish Court of 
Appeals in January over- 
turned the students' conviction 
tor membership in an out- 


lawed left-wing group. It cited 
a sloppy investigation. 

The students, aged 14 to 19 
years at the time of their arrest 
in December 1995. had been 
sentenced to prison terms of 
up id twelve and a half years 
by a State Security' Court fol- 
lowing their arrest for alleged- 
ly writing leftist slogans on 
traffic signs and similar mis- 
demeanours. 

They had argued in court 
that their confessions were 
extracted under torture, a 
claim that was supported by 
hospital records. 

A public outcry and pressure 
from human rights groups and 
the students' families triggered 


the trial of the policemen. 

But the trial dragged on for 
years, with the defendants fail- 
ing to show up time after time. 

In a surprising reversal in 
February', the prosecutor 
dropped his original demand 
for prison sentences adding up 
to 700 years for the ten offi- 
cers and asked for acquittal of 
several defendants and a total 
of 39 months in prison for the 
rest instead. 

The students’ lawyer. Sabri 
Ergul. expressed outrage at the 
acquittal of the policemen. 

‘The court's false decision 
will be overturned by the 
Court of Appeals." he said 


Turkish army begins offensive against Kurdish rebels 


DIYARBAKIR i.AFPj — 
Turkish troops launched a 
major offensive overnight 
Tue'djy against Kurdish sep- 
uratisL* in southeastern Simak 
pro-, incc. bordering Syria and 
Iraq, military officials said. 

The military regularly 
launches assaults Jguinst the 
. n r law e<J Kurd ish Labour 


Party (PKK) at this time of 
year, hoping to prevent the 
rebels regrouping after the 
harsh winter. 

Military officials here said 
the offensive was focused on 
Mount Cudi in the region of 
Besta. close to the Iraqi bor- 
der. 

While declining to specify 


the number of troops 
involved the sources said 
they were backed up by 
planes and helicopter gun- 
ships. 

Mount Cudi is a main route 
for Kurdish rebels crossing 
into Turkey from northern 
Iraq, where they maintain 
their permanent bases. 


13 Islamists killed by Algerian security — press 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Up to 13 
tinned Klomists have been 
killed by security forces in the 
eastern Algerian region of Tizi 
Ou/ou and the southwest 
region of Ain TemouchenL 
new ’.papers reported Wednes- 
day. 

!.e S; ;r D' A! eerie said JO 
were killed Monday 
iinJ Tuesday during a security 
■peratrjn in the Sidi Ali 
3 near Ti.ti 

( .FU ,'J. 

Returning from the opera- 
:ivn. -eeunty forces fired "vic- 
tor. vd in the air. the 
daily reported. 

Ftcm as report*, said two 
IsiamisLs had been killed bv 


security forces in the forest. 

Another three Islamists 
were killed on Tuesday in Ain 
Temouchcnt as pun of the 
army’s continuing offensive 
against rebels in the western 
part of the country. 

Conflicting tolls have put 
the number of Mrunists lulled 
since the offensive began r.vo 
weeks 320 at between 24 and 
150. 

.Another nev. s paper. Lib- 
erie. stud one per.^.i;- was 
killed jjkJ .iiiolber kidnapped 
overnight by an armed group 
in the western region c*f Tlem- 
een. 

Meanwhile, the criminal 
cour. in Aider* on Tuesduv 


sentenced .Anwar Haddam. a 
leader of the banned Islamic 
Salvation Front party based 
overseas, to death in absentia 
for his alleged role in the 
lulling of intellectuals and 
journalists. 

Haddam. in custody in the 
United Stares, was sentenced 
to death several months ago 
for his role in an arms traffick- 
ing network. 

The court on Tuesday sen- 
tenced in absentia 16 other 
Js/amjsts also charged with 
murder. 

Another court in Hzi Ouzou 
handed down similar sen- 
tences Tuesdjy against eight 

Islamists. 


Jewish 
militants 
issue 
pamphlet 
glorifyin 
Goldstein 


cr 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Jewish militants 
have distributed pamphlets 
glorifying Baruch Goldstein, 
the Jewish sealer who killed 
29 Palestinians in a Hebron 
mosque four years ago. Israel 
radio reported Wednesday. 

The pamphlet titled 
"Baruch the Saviour and Lib- 
eraior." was issued to mark 
the fourth anniversary by the 
Hebrew calendar Thursday of 
the Hebron massacre, which 
took place on Feb. 25. 1994. 

Israel public radio said the 
booklet was distributed in 
Jerusalem and Jewish settle- 
ments on the West Bank and 
was meant to be a response to 
moves in parliament to move 
Goldstein's grave. 

The grave, surrounded by a 
large park, is currently in the 
settlement of Kiryat Arba out- 
side Hebron and has become 
a pilgrimage site for Jewish 
extremists opposed to peace 
agreements with the Palestini- 
ans. 

Several members of parlia- 
ment have submitted bills 
calling for the grave to be 
moved out of Kirvar Arba. 
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PROTEST AGAINST KILLINGS: A slingshot-wielding Palestinian hiuJs a , 

a protest against the killing of three labourers at an army checkpoint. Soldiers responded 1 wi* * 

The annvat first saidthTlabourers* vehicle, which hit and injured a sottrerchad ran toe r^blo^m a sre 
attack but Israel's West Bank commander said later it appeared there had been no violent intent (Reuers photo) 


Israeli army says no Lebanon pulloul 
possible without Syrian agreement 


TEL AVTV {.AFP) — Israel's 
top military brass told Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu Wednesday that it 
would" be impossible to safely 
withdraw Israeli troops from 
the buffer zone they occupy in 
south Lebanon without' 
Syria's agreement. Israel pub- 
lic radio reported 
The generals told a meeting 
of Mr. Netanyahu's inner 
security cabinet that his recent 
offer to pull out of south 
Lebanon in exchange for 


security guarantees from only 
the Lebanese government 
could not work, the radio said 
citing sources present at the 
discussion. 

Some ministers insisted the 
government should pursue the 
“Lebanon alone” initiative 
and the group was due to con- 
tinue the debate at next 
Wednesday's weekly meeting 
of the security group, the radio 
said 

Mr. Netanyahu raised the 
idea last week of an Israeli 


withdrawal from south 
Lebanon in exchange for a 
Lebanese agreement to take 
control of the area and prevent 
attacks by Islamist and other 
guerrillas on northern Israel. 

In the past Israel has offered 
to quit the 15-kflometie wide 
buffer zone in exchange for 
security guarantees from both 
Lebanon and its Syrian 
patron, which has some 
30.000 troops inside the 
neighbouring country. 

Syria refuses to make any 


deals with Israel unless the 
Jewish state returns the Golan 
Heights it occupied in 1967 
and illegally annexed in 198L 

Syrian and Lebanese leaders 
have both rebuffed the latest 
Israeli initiative. 

Most Israeli military chiefs 
and many government offi- 
cials believe Syria promotes 
attacks on Israeli forces in 
south Lebanon, notably by the 
Hizbollah, to pressure the 
Jewish state to withdraw from 
the Golan Heights. 


Israeli foreign ministry new target of leaks probe 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s 

secret service has interrogated 

foreign ministry officials to find 
who leaked to the press the con- 
tents ofa letter from Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu to 
King Hussein. Israel radio 
reported Wednesday. 

The probe is parr of a wider 
investigation ordered by Mr. 
Netanyahu into a series of 
embarrassing press leaks con- 
cerning Israeli diplomacy and 
intelligence operations. 

Tuesday agents of the Shin 
Beth secret service already 


questioned senior members of 

Me Netanyahu's own staff. 

including diplomatic adviser 
Uzi Arad, about the leaks, the 
radio said. 

Mr. Netanyahu's spokesman. 
David Bar-UIan. was to be ques- 
tioned Wednesday and some 
officials could be asked to take 
lie detector tests, the radio said. 

At the foreign ministry, five 
officials were interrogated 
Wednesday about the leak of the 
letter sent by Mr. Netanyahu to 
King Hussein last month, the 
radio said. 


In the letter Mr Netanyahu 
hinted that be might accept die 
creation of a Palestinian state 
with limited sovereignty, some- 
thing which contradicts his pub- 
lic statements. 

At the prime minister's office. 
Shin Beth is seeking officials 
who publicised a faffed Israeli 
spy operation in Switzerland last 
month. 

The investigators are also 
looking into leaks to the press 
about a secret visit to Paris last 
week by Ml Arad and cabinet 
secretary. Danny Naveh. 


Ml Arad and Ml Naveh were 
reported to have had talks with 
unidentified foreign officials 
concerning a new peace initia- 
tive with Lebanon or Syria. One 
newspaper report said they met 
with an unnamed aide to 
Lebanese Resident Elias Hrawj. 

Israeli press reports suggested 
the Swiss fiasco was leaked by 
Mr. Yaiora’s rivals within the 
Mossad or by members of Ml 
N etanyahu's staff who wanted 
to force Ml Yatom’s resigna- 
tion. 


Lebanon truce committee meets on complaints from both sides 


NAQURA i AFP) — The 
international com mi nee monitor- 
ing the ceasefire in -.ourh Lebanon 
me: Wednesday to examine com- 
plaints from both Israel and 
Lebanon about attacks last week. 

Lsrael has protested about the 
wounding of a woman in a village 
in the central sector of the Israeli- 
occupied zone in south Lebanon. 


and about mortar fire which dam- 
aged several houses in Jezzin. an 
area controlled by the Israeli-allied 
South Lebanon .Army (SLA) mili- 
tia to the north of the zone. 

Its third complaint is against anti- 
aircraft fire against Israeli jets by 
Hizbollah guerrillas, the first time 
such a protest has been lodged with 
the committee. 


Lebanon has filed protests about 
an Israeli bombardment on a vil- 
lage in the Bekaa valley in which a 
four-year-old child was injured, 
and mortar fire which damaged 
several houses in a village outside 
Israel’s self-declared “security 
zone.” 

The international committee 
monitoring the April 1996 cease- 


fire agreement is composed of rep- 
resentatives from France, Israel, 
Lebanon. Syria, and the United 
States. 

Under the terms of the accord, 
Israel and the Shiite Hezbollah 
militia agreed to avoid attacking 
civilians on either side of the bor- 
der or launch attacks from civilian- 
inhabited areas. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

Thursday Programmes 
14:H» .. -The Dinki fJs\ 

14:30 L> ■. — ThtfAniRkilsfciKt 

l?: 1 HI French Pr< ■^r.anme'. 

17*10 NBA 

IX;«KI . .LV..nu — The 
SiraJ Bn j.v 

|9:UM - U- Journal 

l y :15 Fr.-ncr. Programme 

19:30 NV-.vs Headlines 

19:35 O J;. — BL Brother 
Jj*.c 

20:00 Drama — The Great 
R'lmauu-i 

20:30 Dra:::j — Ur. Quinn, the 
MvJ jir.j Vmman 

21:10 The Oprah Win fires Sfyva 

22:00 New- in English 

22:25 Feature Him — "Fla.h 
Fire” 

23:59 O’UiJd; — Ne'er The 
Tiiw* 

00:30 EnJ > »f T..\. 

Friday Programme- 

14:10 CuTi'» , n — The Aft ennuis 
. f T.-JJ;. R'j’.pm 

' 14:30 Wishbone 

■ 15:00 French PritgraniRw 

17:00 He Shoots. He Score* 

17:30 [>v. — Blue Water 
Dreaming 

lSt30 ...’ Xirazan 

19;UD Lc Journal 

19:15 EdUL-alii'ita! Programme 
— Alin U Tenc 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Friends 

20:00 Documentary — Life on 
the Internet 

2(fc3U The American Chan Show 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


21:10 The Adventure*- of Bri o > 
County 

22MI New* in Engitsft 

22v30 Mini-sene.: Gs«c 

in the Nigh: i P:. ! 

MH30 _ End-.n T.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:30 

05:47 

11:45 

15:08 

17:-U 

19:01 


......... — ....Fd:r 

1 Sunrise ■ Uuha 

. Dhuhr 

A-.r 

Maghreb 

-Mu 


CHURCHES 

Sl Mary rtf Nazareth Church 
Sweffirfi. Tel. 5 L »Z’ F40 
Assemblies of Cod Church Tei. 
4652785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4ft2459* l 
Terra Sancta Church Tel 
4622366 

AncJ ican Church Tel. 

462435?i'4ft24sj j . 

SL Afrvnt Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tei. 77 i 7? J . 

Amman International Church 
Tei. S65SV7 

(German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5W*4»M 
The Evangelical loved Church 
in Amman Tei. i I Z'lr 
Church of Jesus Chris* of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 465495 2 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TcL 5^0 1 757 


Church of the .Annunciation 

TeL 4*37440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 

4*0*541 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
fieh Td. 592UI40 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
Tel. 4^24737 

The EndWi-I angnage 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614100 
fcNairaelical Free Church TeL 

W267M 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628U52 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church 77 1 33 i 


WEATHER 

fti.'r/i'r sttppfu.J fa rise Ihpa c- 
nti in if I/*;*' imlr-pi 

Temperatures .ire expeewu to 
dn-p xignifteantiy. skie' partly 
■.Ik’iidy. ttiniK we-teri. :;s.x!er- 
ate to J..i\e. with a ehcrice '.rf 
scattered '•hnwer* particularly 
in the northern parts ot the 
Kingdom. On Friday, tempera- 
tures are expected !•.■ n«c grad- 
ually. In Aqaba. :i will be 
Jtisty. v. amt. winds s , .'utnerb 
moderate io active, and »eas 
choPDV 


Yes:crda> s high temperatures'. 
Amman 23. Aqaba 25> Humid- 
ir. readings: Amman 17 per 
err.:. Aqaba l b per cenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DIT\’ 

AMMAN: 

Dl FayezDabtas 75^155 

Dr. Fakher BQbdsi 3? 22 233 

Dc Ado® Za^iJod s’VIdti 

Dc Mszed Vafi , fi QL ; 5 

Firas pharmacy J^66 1912 

Ferdtrn^ {Aarmacy 77X336 

,A1 Asema pharmacy ...4^37055 
Nairoofeh pharmacy ...4623672 
.A1 Satan pharmacy -4636730 

Vacuub pharmacy otuauas 

Shmdsani pharmacy 4657h«'t 

Najib pharmacy S47t>32 

IRBID: 

Dc Mazen Aba Bakir .._27S7Ti 

Al Quds pharmacy (— i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Zuhour AJ Qadi ... 
Khafifeh pharmacy ... . 417 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valiev 


riwis 

{2-25 

05/2 1 


EMERGENCIES 

Fmd C.T.Tfi Centre 46371 i 1 

CvJ DcprTnert 2661 1 1 1 

L'i-.d S 3 sfrrjs Immediate Rcv- 

cjc — 4ft 30341 

C:u: Defira-*? Ems^ency-...199 
Rscoe RAce 1^462! 1 1 1.4637777 

Ere 5 ng 3 de...» 461710 ? 

BI*xd BorJv — 7 TS 1 2 1 


Highway Police 8434l»2 

Traflic Police 506390 

Public Security Dept. ...463032 1 

Hold Complaints 2*605>*00 

Price ComplainLs 2*661 176 

Wjk & Scwen^r Ctmpiax.-. VV7467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints _...7S7U 1 

Tclephtinc Inl'omuiion idireeto 

r> assistincei 121 

Os erseas Calls 010230 

Central .Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Ablali Td. Repair* 5661 101 

Jordan Telerision 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 J I 

Water Autftnmy 56S0 ! 00 

J. Elcctncity Authomy ...si 5ft 15 

Electric Power Co 46363 Sl 

RJ Right Information. .44-53200 
Queen Alia IntL.Aufxw; ..44-5530 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Ttie Arab Centre Iit Kxrt ard Spe- 
cial Surger. ?VC I ttw 

The l-tcrue. . \bHt 3 1/7 

Hir,'dn Mofieai Centre Td. -S36S13. 

SShS56 

Luzrailj 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity 4644 2S [ /ft 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

loba! Anim.tn Malemity 4M23o2 

Malhas. J. Amman 4o3ftl40 

Palestine. Shnwisuni _. 560707! 
Shmeisani Hosptui ....2669131 

L'nbovty Hospital .’>45X45 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 5667227/9 
Al-Ahli. Abdtii 56ft4J64;ft 


Italian. A l-Muhajreen 777 701/3 

Al-Bashtr. >...775 111/26 

Army. Marta 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hitspital 5602240/50 
Amai Hospital ..5674 1 55 


ZARQA: 


Zurqu 

Gow Hospital 

inoiosi^x 

Zarqu 

National Hospital 

rbn Sina Hospnal iU9l9S6732 

Al HiLma Mndcm Hospital 

irtuioonoun 

IRBID: 

Ptincev. 

Ba>ma Hospital 
id’PTSSSS 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 


AQABA: 

Prmcess 

I03.'?i4111 


Hava 


HiTspital 


FOR THE TRAVEIXER 
QUEEN iALlA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This mlnrmaiion ii supplied by' 
Royal Jonianian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at ihe Queen- 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
144153200 when? it should 
always be venfted. 

Information on other flights aie 
supplied on phnne 44 (52700) or 
44 <532501 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 Sanaa fRJj 

08:45 .Bombay (RJ) 

09:15 JDhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:15 Beirut (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

10:50 — Colombo (RJ) 

18:05 — Kuwait (RJ) 

18:30 London. Athens (RJ) 

I9-J0 __Abu Dhabi Al’ Ain (RJ) 

19:30 Moscow (RJ) 

19:50 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

22:30 .Brussels (add) (RJ) 

Wh25 Lamaca(RJ) 

01:45 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

05^30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other F ligh t*; 

13:15 Riyadh (SV) 

- — Shariqah (AH) 

15:00 Doha(QR) 

-Muscat Doha (GF) 

16:00 Dubai (EK) 

16; 30 -RomefAZ) 

20:00 -.Tel Aviv (MS) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:40 — .Cairo (MS) 

Royal Wings (R\V) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

°7 : 4fj Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09-^0 Amman ( Maria Airport) (RW) 

17^0 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 ■* — Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman i Marita Airport ) f RW 


DEPARTURES 

Rqyal Jordanian (RJ) Elicits 

06:00 Beirut (RJ) 

MkOO Moscow (RJ) 

11:00 Amsterdam, Chicago fRJ) 
11:00 Athens. Brussels (add) (RJ) 
UriW Abu Dhabi, Al ’Ain (RJ) 
11 JO ....Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

12ri)5 Kuwait (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20-JO Jeddah (RJ) 

2<k45 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

21:10 Lamaca (RJ) 

23:00 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 
OWO Jeddah (addftRJ) 

Other Flights 

00:35 Amsterdam (KLJ 

03:00 Athens (OA) 

06:40 — ^JBeinuL London ("BA) 

08:00 Beirut (ME) 

U:20 .London (BA) 

14:45 ..... 

15.-00. 

15»5 


— Riyadh (S V) 
— Algiers (AH) 
.JDoha (QR) 


16:20 -Abu Dhabi Doha (GF) 
17:00 — Muscat, Dubai (EK) 

17 JO Rome (AZ) 

21^0 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:40 .Cairo (MS) 

08:00 Beirut (ME) 

Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
06:45 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 

08:15 Aqaba (RW) 

09:30 ....Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
to:45 Amman (MaricaAiipwtHRW) 

17:55 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

20 JO -..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:50 Aqaba (RW) 
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King, Queen receive 
Torch of Liberty Award 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor Wednes- 
day received the “Torch of 
Liberty Award" from the 
Volunteers of America 
organisation "in recogni- 
tion of their efforts in the 
fields of human rights, 
peace and democracy," 
according to a press 
release. 

According to the presi- 


dent of the organisation, 
Mark Cosman, fids award, 
which has only been pre- 
sented once before to a for- 
eign dignitary -in its one 
hundred year history, aims 
to change the “negative 
portrayal of the Muslim 
World in the Western media 
through King Hussein and 
Queen Noor." 

The Volunteers of Ameri- 
ca is a non-profit, non-gov- 


ernmental human services 
organisation that began 
serving people in need in 
1896. 

Its programmes, which 
extend throughout the Unit- 
ed States, have expanded to 
include China and Russia. 
The organisation will be 
spending over $350 million 
in providing humanitarian 
services to people in need, 
the statement concluded. 



PRINCESS BASMA OPENS CEREMONY: HRH Princess Basina on Wednesday 
opens the ‘Ceremony Celebrating International Women’s Day/ which was organ- 
ised by the United Nations Developmen t Pro gramme (UNDP) and the United 
Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM). UNDP Resident Representative 
Jorgen Lissner and UNIFEM Regional Advisor Haifa Gbazaleh also spoke to mark 
the occasion 

Emoush announces restructuring plan 
for ministry, civil service reforms 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Administrative Devel- 
opment Bassam Emoush 
announced Wednesday that 
his , ministry . has. begun a 
restructuring programme 
and has prepared plans to 
upgrade the skills of public 
sector employees. 

The ministry is also seek- 
ing to expand consultations 
and cooperation with its 
counterparts in other Arab 
states to gain more expertise 
in public administrative 
reform and civil servant 
training. Dr. Emoush said. 

Another component of the 
ministry’s plan involves 
phasing out building rentals 
as a cost-cutting measure, he 
added. 

Referring to the present 
civil service system. Dr. 
Emoush said that while it has 
many advantages, the gov- 
ernment introduces amend- 
ments from time to time in 
response to developments 
and public administration 
needs. 

For example, he said, 
under the present system 
government employees can 
be seconded to work in other 


Arab countries for a 10-year 
period. This arrangement 
helps the government deal 
with 1 the country's unem- 
ployment . problem, ■ he . 
added: - • ' 

Recent amendments to the 
civil service system benefit 
women employees, since 
they are now entitled to 
request unpaid leaves while 
retain the right to return to 
work, according to Dr. 
Emoush. 

Before the recent amend- 
ments, government employ- 
ees used to be automatically 
promoted based the number 
of years in service, be said. 
Now, promotions depends 
on a workers competence 
and skill rather than years in 
service, the minister added. 

Dr. Emoush explained that 
annual reports previously 
filed by department beads on 
worker performance were 
always returned with excel- 
lent marks. Under the new 
system, directors must pre- 
pare confidential reports, 
with incompetent workers 
receiving warnings. 

He said thar in this way, the 
government aims to redress 


points of weakness and 
incompetence in the public 
administration system. 

With regard to retirement. 

Dr. Emoush said there . was 
no plan to retire emplbyees 
en masse in the course of 
carrying out administrative 
reforms, but rather employ- 
ees are retired when they 
reach the set age. 

However, he said some 
employees may lose their 
jobs when a public institu- 
tion is privatised, because 
the private organisation 
which takes over cannot 
afford to keep a large num- 
ber of employees on its pay- 
roll. He said tins question is 
being examined by the gov- 
ernment and proposals on 
dealing with a redundant 
number of employees will be 
subnutted to Parliament for 
debate before the current 
session ends. 

Dr. Emoush said there 
were no plans at present to 
increase the salaries of civil 
servants but he added that he 
was in favour of introducing 
a system whereby the 
salaries are linked to the cost 
of living index. 


Israeli press highlights Prince Hassan’s 
emphasis on humanitarian aspects of peace 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
remarks that His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan made during his 
visit to Israel Tuesday, par- 
ticularly his emphasis’on the 
need to build peace with a 
human face, were widely 
covered in the Israeli press, 
which described Prince 
Hassan’s "penetrating 
remarks" as tbe highlight of 
the visit. 

Israeli sources stressed the 
relevance of Prince Hassan’s 


emphasis on the humanitari- 
an dimension of peace mak- 
ing, with Israeli newspapers 
stressing the Crown Prince's 
call to ‘look ahead rather 
than looking behind." 

The speech of the Crown 
Prince and his urgjngs to 
overcome the fear of peace 
were- the highlight of the 
visit, wrote Yediot Ahronot, 
which noted Prince Has- 
san ’s reference to the 
renowned Israel peace 
activist and writer Amos Oz. 


“The speech was enlight- 
ening and witty,” said the 
largely circulated Ma'ariv 
newspaper, which referred 
to Prince Hassan’s quotation 
of phrases from the Bible 
urging justice, peace and 
respect for the rights of oth- 
ers. 

Ha’aretz newspaper said 
Prince Hassan showed 
“impressive erudition” 
when he referred to the 
work of Mr. Oz . describing 
the Crown Prince's call for 


ensuring that peace in the 
region is peace for the peo- 
ple as a “penetrating 
remark. 

The newspaper noted that 
the standing ovation Prince 
Hassan received from the 
audience, which included 
politicians, academicians, 

parliamentarians and , busi- 
nessmen as well as journal- 
ist, was exceptional in 
Israel. 

The Israeli press also 
highlighted Prince Hassan’s 


reiteration of the unwaver- 
ing commitment to peace as 
a right of all peoples of the 
area that all parties must 
respect. 

In his speech. Prince Has- 
san said the peace which 
Jordan seeks is a peace that 
ensures justice, the fulfill- 
ment of the rights of all peo- 
ples of the area, mutual 
respect and joint work to 
bring about security, stabili- 
ty and development to the 
region. 


U.S. 
provides 
Jordan 
with $15 
million in 
loans 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and the U.S. Wednesday 
signed an agreement pro- 
viding $15 million in U.S. 
government soft loans to 
help Jordan purchase about 
100,000 metric tonnes of 
wheat from private U.S. 
sources, according to an 
American embassy press 
release. 

The agreement was 
signed at the Ministry of 
Finance by Minister of 
Finance Suleiman Hafez 
and U.S. Ambassador to 
Jordan Wesley W. Egan. 

Tbe loan is being provid- 
ed by the United States 
Department of Agriculture 
under the provisions of 
Public Law 480 (PL 480), 
the statement said. 

Ir is- being extended at the . 
concessional interest rale 
of four per cent per year. 
Repayment will begin fol- 
lowing a grace period of 
three years in 18 annual 
instalments. 

Since 1990, the United 
States has provided $137 
million in soft loans to Jor- 
dan under the PL 480 pro- 
gramme, the announce- 
ment said. ‘ 

Following the signing of 
the agreement, Mr. Hafez 
praised U.S.-Jordanian 
relations, saying that the 
strong ties were reflected in 
the volume of U.S. grants 
and soft loans to the King- 
dom, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. 

The minister noted that 
the U.S. administration 
wrote off around $711 mil- 
lion. or about 76 per cent, 
of Jordan’s total debts in 
1994. 

The remaining Jordanian 
debt to the U.S. now stands 
at $400 million, added tbe 
minister. 
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FILMS 

* “Doorman For Every- 
thing” at Instituto Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman on 
Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 

* “From Raphael to 
Caravaggio the Renais- 
sance 1500-1600” at 
Darat A1 Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeb, on Thursday at 
5:30 p.m. (Presented and 
commented on by Dl 
M azen Asfourj. 

* “Out of Africa” ai the 
American Center, 
Abdoun on Thursday at 
5:00 p.m. 

LA FRANCOPHONIE 
WEEK 

* Lecture: “Francopho- 

j oie: Language des 

Autres” by Lebanese 
poet Salab St£ri£ at the 
City Hall, Ras Al ‘Ain on 
Saturday. March 14 at 
6:30 p.m. 

BASKETBALL 

GAMES 

* Basketball games of 
the Jordan Baseball 
League are scheduled to 
continue on Friday March 
13 and Friday March 20 
(10:00 a. m.- 1:00 p.m.) at 


Terra Sancta High 
School. Jabal Weibdeh 
for ages 5-15 during 
which registration for the 
baseball spring season, 
that, will- start at the end 
of March, is to take place. 

EXHIBITION 

* Paintings by Saleh 
Abu Shindi at Baladna 
Art ' Gallery, Gardens 
Street (Tel. 5537598), 
until March 19. 

* Works by Sana’ 

Kayyali at Orient Gallery, 
Sbmeisani (Tel. 

5681303/4). until March 
26. (Proceeds will go to 
Al Quds Al Sharif 
Defending Association). 

* “The Spanish Con- 
temporary Graphic Art” 
at Instituto Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman (Tel. 
610858), until March 20. 

* Works by Jordanian 
artist Yousef Baddawi at 
Darat Al Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh, until April 9 
(Tel. 4643251/2). Also 
displaying a private col- 
lection of Mamdouh 
Bisharat entitled “A 
Vision. An Identity” and 
works by contemporary 
Arab artists — “The New 
Collection.” 


Students’ hunger strike ends 
due to health problems 


By HasberMqjoka 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — A hunger strike by 
three University of Jordan stu- 
dents to prorest disciplinary pro- 
bation ended earlier this week 
after six days due to (he deterio- 
rating health of care of tbeir 
rnerabers. 

Hamza Hasanat, a student at 
die Faculty of Science, told tbe 
Jordan Times that he suffers 
from a serious heart condition 
and had gone on the hunger 
strike “against my doctor's 
advice.” 

*1 lost six kilogrammes in five 
days and began experiencing 
increased heart palpitations,” he 
said. At tins point, he and his col- 
leagues, Abdul Rahman Matar 
and Efliab As’ad derided to call 
off die hunger strike, he added. 

AS three students, members of 
Ihe Islarmst-dominaied Faculty 
of Science Student Council 
were protesting an administra- 
tive derision to place diem on 
disciplinary probation for 
screening a video on the life of a 
Hamas member. 

Under die terms of his proba- 
tion, Ml Matar. the head of the 
outgoing council is boned from 
running in tbe upcoming elec- 
tions. 

“Even though the administra- 


tion did not lift the sanctions, we 
were partially successful in our 
airas by raising the awareness of 
our plight among the student 
body and sending a strong mes- 
sage to the administration,” Mr. 
Matar told die Jordan Times- 

‘Many students came forward 
and identified with our cause, 
while all of die 80-strong Uni- 
versity Student Council stood by 
us during this period,” he added. 

Meanwhile, preparations are 
under way for tbe next Universi- 
ty Student Council elections, 
scheduled for March 23, even 
though campaigning does not 
officially start until March 16. 

The elections will be tbe first 
© be held under the recently 
enacted “one person, one vote 
system” which, according to 
Islamist student leaders, is 
designed to break their hold on 
the council. 

Islamists controlled 71 out of 
80 seals in tbe outgoing student 
council. 

Many Islamist student activists 
privately admit that after die 
elections they will not control 
more than 50 to 55 seats on tbe 
council. “We will definitely have 
a majority dtis time too. but it 
will be a far ay from our thor- 
ough domination in the past,” an 
Islamist activist who declined to 
be named told die Jordan Times. 


Prime minister asks for international 
efforts to lift U.N. embargo on Libya 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
Wednesday asked that efforts 
be made by tbe world com- 
munity and Arab states to lift 
the sanctions imposed on 
Libya so that the Libyan peo- 
ple may resume contributing 
to joint Arab action. 

The prime minis ter was 
speaking at a meeting with 
visiting Libyan Minister of 
Health and Social Security 
Affairs Suleiman Ghammari. 

The two sides reviewed the 
level of cooperation and 
coordination between Jordan 
arid Libya, and Dr. Majali 
was briefed on the talks held 


Tuesday and Wednesday 
between ministers of the two 
countries, according to the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

Dr. Majali praised the pre- 
sent level of cooperation 
between the two countries 
and called for further efforts 
to strengthen ties. 

After the meeting, which 
was also attended by Minis- 
ter of Industry, Trade and 
Supply Hani Mulki, Mr. 
Ghammari said Libya and 
Jordan maintain strong ties 
and are seeking integration 
rather than cooperation. 

He said the Jordan: an- 
Libyan Higher Joint Com- 


mittee is expected to cojnvene 
in May to discuss joint pro- 
jects and further cooperation 
in trade, investments^ and 
pharmaceuticals. I 

Earlier. Mr. GhammairL Dr. 
Mulki and their respective 
delegations resumed ■ talks 
‘which started Tuesday. 

According to Petra, the two 
sides will sign an executive 
programme Thursday 1 for 
cooperation in information, 
culture, and youth fields for 
the years 1999-2001. They 
will also sign two other 
agreements on encouraging 
and protecting invesmfenis 
and organising land trans- 


port 

At the conclusion of 
Wednesday’s meeting, the 
two sides announced that 
they would sign the minutes 
of their deliberations on 
Thursday and finalise the 
agenda for the May meeting 
of tbe higher joint committee. 

Also Wednesday, the 
Libyan delegation visited Al 
Bashir Hospital and were 
briefed by Director Mah- 
moud Awad on the hospital's 
services to the public. Dr. 
Awad said several patients 
from Libya are among the 
Arab nationals receiving 
treatment at the hospital. 


Japan extends $11.7 million in grants for 
medical, fire-fighting service improvements 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment of Japan has provid- 
ed grants to Jordan University 
Hospital (JUH) and tbe Civil 
Defence sector totalling $1 1 .7 
million to improve their 
respective medical and fire- 
fighting services, according to 
a Japanese embassy press 
release. 

Tbe first grant of $6.4 mil- 
lion will help JUH upgrade its 
medical equipment and 
improve relevant services. 
The second grant, amounting 
to $53 million is for the 
improvement of the capacity 
of fire-fighting services in the 
Kingdom. 

The agreements were 
signed Wednesday by Minis- 


ter of Planning Rima Huneidi 
and Koichi Matsuraoto. 
ambassador of Japan to Jor- 
dan. 

The JUH grant will finance 
the purchase of more than 100 

types of medical equipment. 

foremost among them an 
ultrasound machine, a coagu- 
lometre, an evoked potential 
machine and a CT-scan. while 
the second grant will finance 
tbe purchase of urgently- 
needed fire-fighting equip- 
ment, including fire engines, 
rapid intervention vehicles 
(RIVs), water tankers and 
ambulances, the statement 
said. 

Tbe donated fire-fighting 
equipment will be stationed 


not only at Amman's fire sta- 
tions. but also at stations in the 
govemorates of Mad aba, 
Zarqa and Balqa. 

In remarks after the signing 
ceremony, . Mr. Matsuirjoto 

said; ‘The objective of die 

Jordan University Hospital 
grant is not limited to the ful- 
filment of its function as the 
key referral facility', but also 
aims at improving the leveil of 
clinical education and training 
at the hospital." 

“We believe thar this project 
is well-planned in older 'to 
achieve the cherished heal'th 
and medical objectives as well 
as those in the field of highfer 
education. This would in turn 
reflect positively on medical 


services and be beneficial to 
the whole population." 

Commenting on the second 
grant. Mr. Maisumoto said: 
“Japan is pleased to provide 
such a contribution to the civil 
defence sector in Jordan, 
which is certain to utilise the 
provided equipment to 
improve the Kingdom's fire- 
fighting capacity' and ability’ 
to combat the increasing 
number of fires and ensuing 
disasters.” 

Since fee beginning of the 
1997 fiscal year (last April). 
Japan has extended grant aid 
totalling about $14.3 million 
to Jordan, including these two 
projects, the statement con- 
cluded. 


Iraq situation focus of political meeting’s Opening session 


By Threq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A two-day meet- 
ing to discuss political prob- 
lems facing the region, espe- 
cially the Iraq-U.S. situation, 
opened Wednesday with the 
participation of nine Arab 
stales. 

“Recent developments in tbe 
Middle East have shown that 
the region is being targeted by 
its enemies.” said Murad Ghal- 
ib, head of the Cairo-based 
Arab Peace and Solidarity 
Organisation, at the opening 
session. 

Tbe delegates, who arrived 
here Tbesday, represent Libya, 
Yemen, Syria, Iraq, Egypt, 
Lebanon, Palestine, and Sudan 
in addition to Jordan. 

‘The Arab region is faring a 


deconstruction programme 
dm is rimed at turning its 
states into small entities repre- 
senting tribes and religions.'’ 
said Mr. Murad, a former for- 
eign minister of Egypt 

Ml Murad said dial despite 
the recent agreement between 
Iraq and the U.N., which ended 
a deadlock over arms inspec- 
tions in Iraq, the U3. is contin- 
uing its threats against Bagh- 
dad. 

He called for die Arab public 
to mobilise public opinion to 
face the American threats and 
put an end to the “dual contain- 
ment” policy of Washington. 

Issa Mdanat. head of Jor- 
dan’s chapter of the organisa- 
tion. called for an Arab summit 
to discuss the Iraq-U.S. situa- 
tion. 

Ml Mdanat said die agree- 


ment on Feb. 26 between the 
U.N. and Baghdad was “an 
example of the role that coulid 
be played by the world body t'p 
solve regional issues." 

“The failure of the U.S. to 
launch a military strike against 
Iraq did nor put an end to its 
appetite tor aggression,” Mri 
Mdanat, a veteran leftist leader! 
said. I 

He called for reactivating the 
role of the organisation in the 
Arab World “to mobilise pub-1 
lie opinion against all the chal-j 
lenges faring the region." 

He said that among the' 
issues that would be debated 1 
by the participants is a confer- 
ence of Arab non-govemmen- 
tal organisations “as part of the 
effort to mobilise public opin- 
ion." J 

Mr. Murad said some of diei 


problems that the meeting 
would discuss are “black ter- 
rorism” in Egypt and .Algeria, 
means of resuming peace talks 
in the region to "ensure Israel’s 
compliance with U.N. resolu- 
tions," and Turkey’s water dis- 
pute with Syria and Iraq. 

“Turkey' is die fountain of 
water in the region but its water 
policy is against the interests of 
Iraq and Syria.” Mr. Murad 
added. 

He was referring to Ankara’s 
proposed water projects on the 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers, 
which Baghdad and Damascus 
view as endangering their 
water shares from the two 
rivers. 

Among otter issues on the 
agenda are the U.S.-spearhead- 
ed sanctions against Libya and 
Sudan. 


20 Palestinians injured in clashes with Israeli troops 


(Continued from page 1) 

personally to the families of the 
victims, “since he is fully and 
directly responsible for this 
crime.” 

The employer of three Palestin- 
ian workers urged Mr. Netanyahu 
on Wednesday to visit die 
bereaved families. 

This is a huge tragedy, not 
some insignificant thing. I ask 
that the Israeli government, the 
Israeli prime minister behave as 
King Hussein did — the way he 
came to visit tbe families,” Salam 
Sharacha told Israel Radio. 

Ml Sharacha was referring to 
the visit by King Hussein to 
Israeli families of seven girls shot 
dead by a Jordanian soldier whSe 
they were cm a school trip a year 
ago at die Israeli-Jordanian bor- 
der. 

Thousands of Palestinians, 
including a host of senior Pales- 
tinian National Authority offi- 
cials, attended a mass funeral pro- 
cession Wednesday for the three 


dead men. 

The bodies of the three men 
were earned to their home town 
of Dura in three large vans deco- 
rated with wreaths of flowers and 
accompanied by a huge convoy 
of Palestinian police vehicles, 
ambulances and private cars. 

In a hushed silence, around 
5,000 people fined the main street 
of Dura or watched from rooftops 
as the procession entered the 
town located near Hebron in the 
southern Wst Bank, The bodies 
had earlier undergone autopsies 
in Bethlehem. 

The funeral cortege was pro- 
ceeded by a procession of about 
30 cars and jeeps from the Pales- 
tinian police and West Bank pre- 
ventive security force whose 
chief. JibriJ Rajub. is from Dura 
and lost a nephew in Tuesday’s 
shooting. 

About 25 youths, thar faces 
masked in the traditional Palestin- 
ian chequered headscarf, accom- 
panied the procession waving 
Palestinian Dags while a number 


of other youths in the crowd 
waved the green banner of die 
Islamic Resistance Movement; 
(Hamas). 

Someone also earned a large: 
Iraqi flag while the crowd chant- 
ed “With our souls and with oicr 
blood we will avenge the mar- 
tyrs.” 

A banner signed by the Islamic: 
Group read: 'The blood of inno- 
cents will continue to be shed as 
long as there is occupation, but 
the blood of martyrs will not be 
shed in vain.” 

CoL Rajub headed the large 
number of Palestinian security 
officers and other officials at the 
event alongside Hebron police 
chief TareqZaid. 

Col. Rajub's brother Nayef. a 
cleric linked to Hamas and Dura's 
imam, was due to read the funer- 
al prayer. 

The three victims were Ghafeb 
Rajub. 36. a father of five, the 
van’s driver Sharawni Juneid, 27, 
and Adnan Abu Sncid. 35. a 
falter of nine including a baby 


son bom last week. 

Meanwhile, a Jewish settler 
shot and wounded a Palestinian 
stone-thrower Wednesday during 
protests over the killing of three 
Palestinian labourers by Israeli 
troops the previous day. witnesses 
said. 

The settler fired from his car at 
a group of Palestinian students 
throwing stones at vehicles on a 
road leading to a Jewish settle- 
ment north of West Bank city of 
Ramallah. 

One student was shot in the leg. 
the witnesses said. 

About 200 students from Bir 
Zeit university north of Ramallah 
marched to an intersection near 
the settlement of Beit S to protest 
Tuesday night’s shooting of the 
three Palestinian workers in the 
southern West Bank. 

The protesters dashed briefly 
with Israeli soldiers dispatched to 
the intersection but the troops, 
aided by Palestinian police, 
quickly dispersed the demonstra- 
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Ethnic Albanian leader says 


independence is minimum for Kosovo 


PRISTINA. Yugoslavia 
(AFP i — Kosovo Albanian 
leader Ibrahim Rugova 
rejected Wednesday any 
solutinn for Kosovo that 
falls short of independence 
for the troubled southern 
Serbian province. 

“A political solution with- 
in Yugoslavia is not a solu- 
tion." Mr. Rugova told 
reporters here, adding: 
“Autonomy would only be a 
source of new conflicts." 

“We have not asked to 
change Kosovo's borders. 
We consider that rhe best 
political solution for 
Kosovo is granting its inde- 
pendence." he said. 

Mr. Rugo\a spoke after 
other Albanian leaders 
rejected a call from 
Belgrade for dialogue fol- 
lowing two bloody police 
sweeps by _Scrbian security 
units on suspected Albanian 
separatists in the province 

that has left at least 77 dead 
since the start of the month. 

The Serbian government 
made its appeal Tuesday, a 
day after the international 
Contact Group threatened a 
raft of sanctions unless 
Belgrade ended its crack- 
down and opened dialogue 
with the Albanians. 

It said that talks were "the 
only way for developing 


political processes aimed at 
solving" the crisis in the 
province. However it con- 
tinued to reject Albanian 
calls for independence for 
Kosov o vvho.se autonomy 

was abolished bv Belgrade 
in 19K9. 

Fermi Agani.^ a senior 
member of Mr. Rugova's 
Kosrvo Democratic League 
iLDKi. commenting on the 
call, told Belgrade's radio 
B92: “It is not at all serious, 
tit is) even arrogant, to give 
blessing to the Dreniea 
crime and allegedly call on 
Albanians for a dialogue in 
the same statement." 

Mr. Agani was referring to 
the Kosovo region where 
the Serbian security action 
took place, an area Belgrade 


says was the centre of an 
Albanian terrorist group. 

Other voices in the 
Albanian community how- 
ever were even more dis- 
missive of Belgrade's offer. 

Adem Demaci. Mr. 
Rugova's chief political 
rival, who heads the radical 
Kosovo Parliamentary Party 
<KPP). rejected as 
"hypocrisy" the call from 
Belgrade. 

Mr. Demaci told AFP that 
Albanians "cannot discuss 
normally under these condi- 
tions. under this reign of ter- 
ror with a knife at our 
throat. This Serb proposal is 
pure hypocrisy." 

The KPP leader said that 
"the Albanians have 
favoured dialoeue. but the 


Serb regime has instead 
only offered terror, insisting 
on conditions like the 
acceptance of the 5erbian 
Constitution. 

"Only the weak and the 
cowardly" would accept 
such a proposal. Mr. 
Demaci said, adding: "If I 
were Rugova I would 
demand that the situation in 
the province be restored to 
normal first before agreeing 
to talk." 

Mr. Rugova. a cerebral 
university professor, has 
spearheaded the LDK's 
peaceful resistance cam- 
paign in Kosovo that had 
until recently avoided the 
bloodshed witnessed in 
Bosnia and Croatia. In his 
statement to reporters. Mr. 


EU special envoy arrives in Tirana 


TIRANA i AFP) — Tony Lloyd. British 
minister of state, arrived in Tirana 
Wednesday as special envoy of the 
European Union, in an attempt to resolve 
the violence in Serbia's embattled Kosovo 


province. 

After talks with Albanian leaders. Mr. 
Lloyd was to travel to Skopje and Belgrade, 
but had no plans to go to Kosovo, the 
British Foreign Office said. 

In Belgrade. Mr. Lloyd meets late 
Wednesday with Yugoslav Foreign Minister 
Ziviidin Jovanovic. while a meeting with 


President Slobodan Milosevic had not been 
confirmed, embassy officials told AFP. 

Mr. Lloyd hopes* to meet Mr. Milosevic 
and advise him of sanctions moves in 
decided in London Monday by the six- 
nation Contact Group on the former 
Yugoslavia the Foreign Office said. 

The group — Britaia France, Germany. 
Italy. Russia and the United States — is 
asking the U.N. Security Council for an 
arms embargo on the Milosevic regime 
because of its repression of ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo. 


Rugova said Albanians “are 
For unconditional and medi- 
ated dialogue" with 
Belgrade, but repeated a 
longstanding position that 
any’’ talks take place under 
international mediation. 

The Kosovo Albanian 
leader also said that the 
international community 
should put the province 
“under international protec- 
torate as a provisional solu- 
tion.” 

Also Wednesday, the 

Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
urged Belgrade "to halt 
excessive use of force in 
Kosovo, and to vigorously 
investigate and accept inter- 
national investigation of 
reported summary execu- 
tions and to bring to justice 
those found responsible." 

Witnesses to the latest 
police action in Dreniea 
which began last Thursday- 
said that nearly half oF those 
killed were women, chil- 
dren or the elderly and that 
some men were shot in front 
of their families. 

In addition it called on 
Yugoslavia to agree to a 
mission by former Spanish 
Premier Felipe Gonzalez 
and to “initiate a meaningful 
dialogue" with representa- 
tives of Kosovo Albanians. 


Opposition has slight lead 


in polls as Danes vote 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) - 
Some four million Danes 
began voting Wednesday in 
legislative elections that 
looked set to be dose-run. 
with opinion polls giving the 
opposition a slight lead over 
Prime Minister Poul Nyrup 
Rasmussen's Social 

Demoeratic-led government. 

Mr. Rasmussen, in power 
since 1993 with the radical*, 
and the support of the far left, 
is being challenged by the 
Liberals and Conservatives, 
spearheaded by Liberal 
leader and former Foreign 
Minister Uffe Ellemann- 
Jensen. 

An Observa poll in the 
daily B.T.. which questioned 
932 people Tuesday evening, 
indicated that the "bour- 
geois" t non-SiX'ia!isi i Mae 
would win r O of 179 seats in 
parliament. 

The Social Democrats, rad- 
icals and the extreme left 
would receive *5. according 
to the poll. 

Tnis is the first time a poll 
has indicated that only five 
mandates separate the two 
bi>». According to Observ a. 
only 20.0*#) votes separate 
the two. 

Four ‘■eat> reserved for 
Denmark'* territories of 
Greenland and the Faeroe 
Nonas are not included in 
Wednesday's poll 

Mr. Rasmussen, who hand- 
ed our rose* ro possen-by in 


Copenhagen's downtown 
centre in a last campaign 
swing Tuesday evening, said 
he was "counting on the 
undecided*", estimated at 
250.000-330.000. 

"They will determine the 
result, they are numerous", 
he said. 

Mr. Ellemann-Jensen. often 
perceived as arrogant and 
provocative, remained cau- 
tious in his remarks. He said 
he would not believe a bour- 
geois victory before seeing it 
“i ri black and white." 

Voters will elect 179 mem- 
bers to the Folketing. the sin- 
gl e-chamber parliament. 
There are 1.127 candidates 
from 1 1 parties running, 
including 3! 1 women. 

Danes began casting their 
ballots at 9:00 u.m. iQSQO 
GMT) in cloudy chilly 
weather, in a vote called 
seven months early by Mr. 
liasmussen three weeks ago. 

Mr. Rasmussen has sought 
to take advantage of internal 
disputes within the opposi- 
tion. and was confident that 
Danes v.ouid reelect his gov- 
ernment on the ba>i> of its 
•enviably successful econom- 
ic policy. 

But the opposition has 
managed to put its differ- 
ences aside, and capitalised 
on discontent over die eov- 
emment's immigration poli- 
cy. judged us lax towards t’or- 
etenerx. and this became the 


major theme of the brief elec- 
tion campaign. 

The opposition has also 
promised to reduce taxes by 


some 22 billion kroner i S3. 1 4 


billion > — a popular move in 
a country that has the highest 
taxes in the world. 

With a . strong economy, 
debate has focused on prob- 
lems of everyday life, .such as 
hospital queues and waiting 
lists, lack of child day-care 
places and the quality of edu- 
cation. 

European policy has also 
played a role, as Danes will 
vote on the Amsterdam 
Treaty in a May 23 referen- 
dum. 

While opinion polls have 
indicated that a slim majority 
would like to see a bourgeois 
government surveys also 
show that most Danes would 
prefer to see Mr. Rasmussen 
remain in power over Mr. 
Eliemunn-Jensen. 

Some of the country's 
smaller political parties, such 
as the Centre Democrats and 
the Danish People's Party, 
with about Four and eight per- 
cent respectively of voter 
support in opinion polls, 
could play a decisive role if 
the results are dose. 

Polls will remain open until 
S:00 p.m. Voter turnout is 
expected to be strong. In the 
last election in 1994. S4.5 per 
cent of eligible voters cast 
ballots. 


Shell blast in Congo ’s 
capital kills 11 children 


KINSHASA (.AFP) — 
Eleven children died when a 
shell they were playing with 
in a house being built in 
Congo's capital Brazzaville 
exploded, a radio station 
reported Wednesday. 

The blast Tuesday night 
killed six children instantly 
and five subsequently died of 
their injuries in hospital, said 
Radio Liberie, monitored in 
Kinshasa across the River 
Congo. 

The radio earlier reported 
that eight youngsters had 
died and others were wound- 
ed. It later quoted a witness 
who described appalling 
wounds sustained by the vic- 
tims when the shell blew up 
in the northern Ouenze dis- 


were liberally distributed to 
the rival side’s. According to 
officials, more than 5.000 
arms have been collected, 
mostly in Brazzaville. 

The fighting, which ended 
with a victory for Sassoti 
Nguesso in October after 
Angolan troops helped his 
Cobra militia by marching 
into the oil and economic 
capital Pointe Noire, was ini- 
tially sparked when Mr. 
Lissouba tried to disarm 
militia forces ahead of elec- 


tric!. 

The accident was the first 
time children fiad been killed 
by a such a weapon in 
Brazzaville, which bore the 
bran; of a civil war last year, 
when former military ruler 
Denis Sa.**ou Nguesso 
defeated his successor Pascal 
Lissouba. though six youths 
were badly hurt playing with 
grenade* in January. 

On President Sassou 
Nguesso'* orders. Congolese 
police have already begun an 


uons. 

The latest disarmament 
operation has not been with- 
out bloodshed. The head of 
the police criminal investiga- 
tion department. Colonel 
Jean Malondu. was killed in 
January by a disgruntled 
retired soldier as he was lead- 
ing a unit collecting weapons 
in the centre and north of the 


operation to recover weapons 
held by former militiamen 
and unauthorised people. 

The official aim of the 
sweep is to pacify ex-foes 
after olmos: five months of 
fighting in which weapons 


country. 

.An investigation has been 
opened into this murder bur 
no findings have been dis- 
closed. 

Radio Libene charged that 
"ill-intentioned citizens are 
•still keeping weapons'' and 
also claimed that ''what has 
just happened lin Ouenze i 
shows that people are refus- 
ing to rum in arms and defy 
the authorities." 

Police have shot dead sev- 
eral people who have failed 
to hand over their weapon*, 
notably looters operating in 
the capital. 


China gives green light to 
landmark visit by Taiwan official 


BEIJING i AFP i — China 
Wednesday agreed to ho>t a 
visit by a lop Taiwanese offi- 
cial aimed at ending a ihree- 

> ear freeze on negotiation* 
between the arch-rivals. 

China's Association for 
Relations Aero** the Taiwan 
Strait (ARATSi sent a letter 
to Taiwan's Straits Exchange 
Foundation tSEFi approving 


a visit. 


In the absence of Inrmal 
links, scrm-offioal contact.* 
ore handled through ARATS 
and SEF. who tost held a 
meeting in mid- 1995. 

“To expand exchanges and 
contacts between the two 
association*. ARATS agree* 
to invite a person of a certain 
level to come for a visit or 
forum as chief of an eventual 
commercial or cultural dele- 
gation." said the letter, a 
copv of w hich was provided 
to AFP. 

In the message, a response 
to an SEF letter dated March 
5. Beijing made clear its 
hope that the meeting would 
set the stage for political 
talks. 


"During the delegation's 
visit, we car. also take advan- 
tage ol the opportunity tn 
exchange views on the pro- 
cedure for political discus- 
sion* between the two sides 
of the dm:!, as well us future 
•-i*il of Koo Chen-Fu in an 
unofficial capacity." ARATS 
-aid. 

Mr. Koo. the SEF chair- 
man. i* Taipei'* tup negotia- 
tor on mainland affairs.' 

Separately. Taiwan'* gov- 
em.-ner.t unveiled a target 
'.itneiablc for talks leading up 
to :: "summit." 

"If Beijing work* aggres- 
sive!;.. the two sides should 
at least be able ;o hold nego- 
tiation* in the spring and 
summer for preparations for 
second summit talk*." 
Chang King- Yuen. Taiwan'* 
top mainland policymaker. 

SEF representatives would 
have ;o "i^is the mainland to 
improve the atmosphere 
before a second summit 
between Mr. Koo and hi* 
ARATS counterpart. Wang 
Daohan. could be arranged, 
the chairman of the 


Mainland Affair* Council 
told parliament. 

Beijing and Taipei opened 
a rapprochement period cf 
regular talk* in 1993. when 
Mr. Koo held a historic fin*; 
summit with Mr Wang in 
Singapore. 

But the series of talks or. 
economic and other low- 
level exchange* came to ar. 
abrupt hall in mid-l^yf. 
when Taiwan President Lee 
Teng-Hui then infuriated 
Beijing by making an unoffi- 
cial visit to the United States. 

The move wa* perceived 
here a* a blatant step toward* 
establishing independence. 

China views the island as 
part of it* territory and caii* 
for reunification as senp a.- 
possible. 

The two have been gov- 
erned separately since the 
end of a civil war in l a 49. 
when defeated Nationalist 
force* fled to Taiwan to set 
up a non-Communist 
enclave. 

Although leaders from 
both sides have repeatedly 
called for direct political 
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Tortoise once 
thought 
extinct found 
in British zoo 


BLACKPOOL England 
t AFPi — A giant tortoise of a 
specie* onw thought to have 
been extinct for 150 year* has 
been discovered in a British 
z«v. 

Darwin, w ho j* one metre 
long, has lived a iairix obscure 


life in hi* enclosure 


at 


Blackpool zoo in northwest 
Engl.ind for the U*t 26 years. 

But eonservaaonists have 
now classed him as a 
Seychelles l.uon: Tortoise. or 
DtpM.ehely* hv!oli*ss. 

Utah ewe years ago the sur- 
vival of the specie* thought to 
have died out was confirmed in 
the Seychelles with the discov- 
er. til eight u-noiHr*. 

Until then the animals were 
believed in have become extinct 
by I SS L priced from the sea by 
European sailor* looking /'or 
tasty, fresii mid- voyage snacks. 

Darwin. w*ki wit, ongjiaHy 
thought to have been a rare 
A Mamin turft u*c. could now be 
fiowri to the Seychelles to take 
part in a breeding programme. 



Indonesian Research and Technology Minister Jusuf Habibie (left) and Minister for 
Production and Distribution Hartarto applaud President Suharto during the manga, 
ration ceremony at the People's Consultative Assembly (Reuters photo) 


New Indonesian vice president set 


for appointment amid opposition 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Maverick Research and 
Technology Minister 
Bacharuddin Habibie 
prepared to be installed 
late Wednesday as 
Indonesia's vice presi- 
dent under his mentor 
Suharto, despite wide- 
spread domestic and for- 
eign opposition. 

Mr. Habibie's appoint- 
ment and swearing in 
were scheduled to be 
held just hours after Mr. 
Suharto, who has known 
the 61 -year-old minister 
since he was a boy. was 
returned to office for a 
seventh consecutive 
live-year term. 

Both the appointments 
are made by a 1,000- 
member electoral com- 
mittee. which is domi- 
nated by -Mr. JSuhacto 
loyalists. 

The • 36 r year-old 
Suharto, grappling with 
a devastating economic 
crisis now in its ninth 
month here, earlier said 
his deputy in the 1998- 
2003 term should have a 
sound grasp of technolo- 
gy. a requirement which 
appeared tail-made for 
Mr. Habibie. 

But the impending 
appointment has left 
analysis confused over 
Mr. Suharto's intentions. 

The traditionally cere- 
monial role of the vice 
president is likely to be 
expanded but analysts 
question the ability of 
the German-educated 
aircraft engineer to han- 
dle areas outside his 


expertise. 

"Judging from his 
record of tying politics 
to his projects, the 
prospects are not very 
encouraging." said 
Alexander Irwan. direc- 
tor of the Centre for 
Indonesia-Asia Business 
Information consultancy. 

Concerns surrounding 
Mr. Habibie's penchant 
for building ships, 
planes and other capital- 
intensive projects have 
heightened as the cash- 
strapped government 
struggles with the eco- 


nomic crisis. 

"I do not agree with hi.s 


'Great Leap Forward' 
philosophy." Mr. Irwan 
added. 

"Why are we making 
planes if we can't con- 
trol the price of milk and 
we're still importing so 


many of the basic com- 
modities needed by the 
people." 

He said Mr. Habibie 
may have support from 
the* influential 

Association of 

Indonesian Muslim 
Intellectuals, known 
locally as ICM1, but that 
did not mean he had it 
from other more impor- 
tant quarters such as the 
military. 

“He may appear to 
have the support of cer- 
tain military figures but 
that’s because Suharto is 
still around. When he’s 
not, it will be different,' - 
said Irwan, also a local 
columnist. 

Mr. Habibie, rare in 
Indonesia's inner power 
circle for his lack of a 
military background,, is . 
believed to be strongly 
opposed, ."by, . some- , , sec- ; 
lions of the military. 

If Mr. Suharto dies or 
is otherwise incapacitat- 
ed during his next term, 
a new electoral assembly 
is expected to be called 
immediately to choose 
another president, with 
Mr. Habibie thought 
unlikely to ascend to the 
top post. 

Mr. Habibie was the 
founder of JCMI. which 
has been criticized since 
it was formed in 1991 as 
an attempt by the gov- 
ernment elite to capi- 
talise on rising Islamic 
sentiment in Java and 
Sumatra, the most popu- 
lated islands in predomi- 
nantly Muslim 

Indonesia. 

Doubts have also been 
raised by cabinet mem- 
bers who served the last 
five years with Mr. 
Habibi’e, minister of 
research and technology 
since 1978. with one col- 
league saying the next 
vice president did not 
have "what it takes" to 
overcome the crisis or 
fill the president's shoes. 

"At the very least, we 
need a figure who has a 
sense of crisis.” outgo- 
ing Transmigration and 
Resettlement Minister 
Siswono Yudohusodo 
said following * the 
announcement of Mr. 
Habibie's nomination 
last month. Others see 
Mr. Habibie's ascent as 
part of the overall 
streamlining of the cabi- 
net and an expansion of 


official duties to cope 
with the challenges of 
the next five years. 

A researcher at the 
ICMMinked Centre of 
Information and 

Development Studies 

likened Mr. Habibie's 
new role to one of a 


economics. 

In the past, Mr. 
Habibie had been 
ridiculed for his “Zig 
Zag Inflation Theory” 
which. contrary to 
accepted economic 
thought, says interest 
rates should be lowered 
in periods of high infla- 
tion. 

Inflation is at its high- 
est level in decades here 
and trade at a near stand- 
still following the plunge 
of the rupiah currency 
against the dollar. 

The line-up of the next 
cabinet is widely seen as 
being crucial if 
Indonesia is to receive 
the next disbursement of 
aid agreed to under a res- 
cue package arranged by 
the International 

Monetary Fund in 
January to resuscitate the 
country's ailing econo- 
my. 


Rampant shoplifting 
plagues China shopkeepers 


BEIJING iR) — An 
army of thieves in 
China’* capital is steal- 
ing everything from cig- 
arette* to toothpaste to 
underwear from exasper- 
ated shopkeeper*, the 
People's daily said 
Wednesday. 

One supermarket in a 
district dotted with huge 
shopping centres had 
nabbed 6.000 shoplifters 
over the past two years, 
the newspaper said’ 

“All kinds of items 
except for those too 


heavy to move have been 
stolen." it quoted one 
complaining department 
store manager as saying. 

The newspaper did not 
place a value on the loss- 
es. 

The make-up of the 
light-fingered army was 
as varied as the objects 
they pilfered, it said. 

People from ail walks 
of life, age groups and 
educational levels had 
been caught red-handed 
stuffing items under their 
clothes or slipping goods 


into their bags, it said. 

Students accounted for 
nearly half of shoplifted- 
it said. 

Even the most vigilant 
of shopkeepers had only 
managed to catch an esti- 
raated 50 per cent ot 
thieves, it said. 

Shoplifters caught i Q 
the act are required^ 0 
pay store owners a 
equivalent to 10 times 
the value of the item they 
tried to steal. Those 
unable to pay are handed 
over to the police. 
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prime minister. 

“It will no longer be a 
symbolic position but 
one of policy making on 
both economic and polit- 
ical matters,” Umar 
Juoro said. 

“He'll be an active rice 
president.” 

But Mr. Habibie's 
activity in the economy 
has set market analysis 
on edge, with some cit- 
ing foreign fears that he 
would mismanage the 
economy and . was 
unpopular with the ralli- 
tary t and etbnic-Chinese 
business leaders. " 

“Habibie is smart, but 
all he knows is about the 
aircraft industry.” an 
analyst at a Singapore- 
based brokerage said, 
referring to Indonesia’s 
IPTN National Aircraft 
Industry, the crown 
jewel of Mr. Habibie’s 
projects. 

“He is not an econo- 
mist, although he once 
tried to " introduce 
'Habibie-nomicsV the 
analyst added, using the 
term coined for Mr. 
Habibie's unorthodox, 
nationalistic views on 
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Poultry 
stall visits 
most likely 
cause of 
H. Kong 
bird flu 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
.Visiting Hong Kong poultry 
stalls was tbe highest risk factor 
in contracting so-called “bird 
flu," a health study said 
: Wednesday. 

: Tbe findings came in a joint 
’ study by tbe Hong Kong health 
department and the Atlanta- 
based Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC). 

A health department 
spokesman said the case-con- 
trol study was tamed at com- 
paring different risk factors in 
exposure to the H5N1 flu virus. 

Tbe study covered a number 
of areas, including exposure to 
live poultry, preparing food, 
food eaten during die week 
before onset of illness and 
human illness exposure during 
the week before catching the 
vims. 

“The strongest ride factor 
identified is visiting poultry 
stalls in tbe one week before 
becoming ill,” the spokesman 
said, adding that it supported 
earlier findings that buman-to- 
h nman transmission of the dis- 
ease, previously found only in 
birds, was inefficient. 

Results of the case-control 
study were to be presented by 
the GDC at a session of the 
International Engaging 
Infectious Disease Conference 
to be held in Atlanta later 
Wednesday. 

The spokesman said there 
were 18 confirmed cases of 
H5NL in Hong Kong, and that 
last case foil ill on Dec. 28, 
1997. 

A 24-year-old woman was 
still being treated and in stable 
condition, while II others have 
been discharged. She people 
died of the disease. 

The bird flu scare prompted 
the government to slaughter 
some 1.5 million chickens in 
Hong Kong in December and 
to ban chicken imports from 
China in a bid to curb the 
spread of the deadly virus. 

Chicken imports were 
allowed to resume on Feb. 7 
after strict new hygiene mea- 
sures were implemented, with 
die ban on other poultry Hkely 
to be lifted by the end of March. 

Dumas too 
ill to be 
questioning 
in Elf fraud 

BORDEAUX, France (AFF) 
— Former French Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas will be 
unable to answer summons in a 
graft probe involving oil giant 
Elf-Aquiiaine and a sale of 
warships to Taiwan after under- 
going a stomach operation, 
sources close to Mr Dumas 
said Wednesday. 

Mr. Dumas, who as president 
of France's top court, the 
Constitutional Council, is fifth 
in die state hierarchy, has been 
summoned for interrogation 
March 18 by magistrates prob- 
ing the murky dealings of the 
formerly state-owned Elf con- 
glomerate. 

Sources close to his family 
said he had been operated in a 
private clinic in this southwest- 
ern city Tbesday due to an 
infection linked to two previous 
operations in June 1996 . The 
sources gave no further details. 

The Bordeaux daily Sud 
Ouest said sngeons had operat- 
ed on bis stomach. 

Sources dose to Me Dumas, 
who is 75, said he would tsot be 
fit to meet investigating magis- 
trates Eva Joly and Laurence ■ 
Vidmievsky next l&fednesday 
because of the surgery. Doctors 
are to issue a statement mi his 
state Thursday or Friday. 

ban interview this week, Me 
D umas denied wrongdoing in 
the Ef scandal and said he was 
speaking out because *7 wars 
certain thmgg go be said before 
I undergo surgery which has 
been scheduled since 
December and which presents 
a risk.” 



Riot police chase demostrators in the centre of Santiago after a protest inarch against 
General Angnsto Pinochet turned violent following a ceremony in which the former 
dictator retired as commander-in-chief of the armed forces (Heaters photo ) 

Anti-Pinochet demonstrators turn violent 


SANTIAGO (AFP) — 
Three people were injured, 
a bus was set cm fire and 
several stores were dam- 
aged here overnight during 
violent street protests 
against former dictator 
Augusto Pinochet’s deci- 
sion to become a senator. 

Police used armoured 
vehicles to break up several 
demonstrations and clear 
streets of barricades in some 
10 areas in the centre and 
suburbs of the city. 

The clashes left three peo- 
ple injured, a bus in flames 
and several vehicles and 
storefronts damaged, police 
said. The city’s power grid 


was also the target of pro- 
testers who used chains to 
short out power lines, police 
added. 

Mr. Pinochet, who 
Tuesday resigned as com- 
mander in chief of the army, 
was expected to be sworn in 
as senator-for-life 

Wednesday, under a consti- 
tutional provision he him- 
self pushed through when 
he ruled the country from 
1973 to 1990. 

Protests have been 
increasing in scope and vio- 
lence since Tuesday, when 
police used water cannon 
and tear gas to break up an 
anti-Pinochet demonstra- 


tion near La Moneda presi- 
dential palace that lasted 
more than four hours — 70 
people were arrested and 12 
were injured. 

More than 500 protesters 
later that night held a can- 
dlelight vigil outside 
Congress in Valparaiso. 100 
kilometres west of here, 
where Mr. Pinochet is 
scheduled to be sworn in as 
senator Wednesday. 

.Also late Tuesday, nation- 
al television quoted "reli- 
able sources” as saying that 
police had been put under 
alert on reports that an 
attempt might be made 
against Mr. Pinochet’s life. 


Leading lights of 4 Cool 
Britannia’ turn backs on Blair 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
leading tights of “Cool 
Britannia” Wednesday 
used the newspaper of the 
British pop scene to turn 
their backs on Prime 
Minister Tony Blair. \ 

An array of some of the 
biggest names in 
“Britpop", the new wave 
of guitar-based pop of 
which Oasis is the most 
famous exponent, strongly 
criticised Blair in this 
week’s edition of New 
Musical Express (NME). 

NME said it was protest- 
ing at Labour’s plans for 
curfews for young people, 
university tuition fees, 
unemployment benefit and 
the government's refusal 
to reopen the debate on 
legalising drugs. 

The attack will come as 
an embarrassment to Blair 
who has gone out of his 
way to court and celebrate 
tbe freshest and most 
famous faces in British 
pop and rock as well as 
art, television and film, at 
a series of receptions at his 
official residence in 
Downing Street 

In an editorial quoting 
one of Blair’s soundbite, 
phrases, NME said; ‘Tony 
Blair has already made his 
‘hard choices' and he has 
chosen Uncool Britannia 

— tbe rich, the powerful, 
the established, the privi- 
leged and the reactionary 

— every single time. 


“And still Biair contin- 
ues to bask in tbe reflected 
glory of Cool Britannia. 
The question is; how long 
are we going to let him get 
away with it?” 

The issue, headlined 
“Ever Had the Feeling 
You’ve Been Cheated?.” 
featured exhaustively neg- 
ative interviews with 
Damon Albarn. lead singer 
of "Blur”, Jarvis Cocker 
of “Pulp”, Ian Broudie of 
the “Lightning Seeds”, 
and Bobby Gillespie of 
“Primal Scream.” 

The artists were most 
sharply critical of the 
Labour government's 
“welfare to work” poli- 
cies, which give unem- 
ployed youngsters the 
choice of finding a job, 
joining a public works 
employment scheme or 
having their benefit cut. 

Cocker said unemploy- 
ment benefit . allowed 
"Pulp” survive for six 
years, while Alan McGee, 
bead of Oasis’s record 
label Creation Records, 
who gave 50,000 pounds 
($80,000) to Labour 
before the general elec- 
tion. warned the policy 
could "kill my business.”- 
“My business needs kids 
coming through for me to 
pick them up, and they'll- 
do that best after two years 
on the dole (unemploy- 
ment benefit) writing 
runes,” said McGee. 


McGee serves on gov- 
ernment task-force com- 
mittees on the music 
industry and has attended 
the Downing Street recep- 
tions along with Oasis 
song-writer Nod 

Gallagher, but two weeks 
ago refused meet employ- 
ment ministers in protest 
at welfare to work. 

“On one hand you’ve got 
Tony Blair making this 
thing about Cool 
Britannia, but on the other 
hand they’re taking away 
the means for the next 
generation of artists and 
musicians to go away and 
create,” said McGee. 

Cocker commented that 
he almost preferred the 
previous Conservatives 
government to the present 
administration, and 

Broudie said Labour was 
not "different enough.” 

“It is like a different 
bloke in charge of the 
same board,” he said. 

Gillespie said that unlike 
Blair, former Prime 
Minister Margaret 

Thatcher was at least 
"honest” about her “sys- 
tematic destruction” of the 
trade union movement and 
working class. 

Asked if pop stars 
should go to Blair's recep- 
tions, he said: “Only with 
half kilo of Semtex or a 
nail bomb.” 


Montand corpse to be exhumed for DNA 


PARIS (R) — The body of 
the late French actor- 
singer Yves Montand was 
due to be exhumed 
Wednesday evening for a 
post-mortem paternity test 
sought by a woman claim- 
ing to be his daughter, the 
daily Le Parisien reported. 

The city coroner’s office 
bad no comment on the 
report. 

Le Parisien said the 
corpse of Montand, buried 
alongside his first wife 
actress Simone Signoret, 
would be removed from 
their grave after visiting 
hours at the P&re-Lachaise 
cemetery in Paris and 
brought to the city’s med- 
ical-legal institute. 

A panel of three doctors 
would have until June 30 
to determine whether 
DNA samples proved 
Montand, who died in 
1991 aged 70, was the 
father of French woman 
Aurore Drossan, now 22. 

Drossart and her mother 


Anne, who was 
Montand's companion in 
the 1970s, first filed a 
paternity suit against tbe 
actor in the late 1980s. A 
court ordered Montand to 
undergo a DNA test in 
1990 but he refused, 
insisting he was. not 
Drossart’s father. 

In 1994. a court ruled 
Drossart was indeed 
Montand's daughter on 
the basis of her resem- 
blance to the actor and 
testimony by witnesses. 
Experts compared 

Dro5sart's DNA with that 
of Montand's sister and. 
son but came to no con- 
clusion. 

Last November, another 
court finally ordered his 
body to be exhumed for a 
posthumous DNA tesL 

The wo families 
involved were informed 
about the plan and 
lawyers, judges and police 
were due to be present 
when the grave is dug up. 


Le Parisien said. 

Montand’s DNA sam- 
ples, which would have to 
come from his teeth or 
bones because of the long 
period since his death, 
•would be compared with 
those of Drossan and her 
mother, it said. 

When it was handed 
down last November, the 
exhumation order pro- 
voked anger and revulsion 
among his family and the 
media. 

“Leave Montand in 
peace”, "Morbid and 
regrettable”, "The dangers 
of show business justice", 
were among the headlines 
in French newspapers. 

“To settle a family affair 
which is in reality a ques- 
tion of money (through an 
inheritance claim), the 
ground is going to be bro- 
ken to extract a coffin and 
open it. These acts can 
only provoke repulsion 
and anger," left-wing 
daily Liberation said. 


German minister slams 
states for deportation stop 


BONN (R) — Germany's 
interior minister 

Wednesday criticised a 
decision by seven states to 
temporarily stop deporting 
ethnic Albanians to the 
restive Balkan cauldron of 
Kosovo, saying the action 
might attract more refugees 
to Germany. 

“This sends oul a devas- 
tating signal,” Manfred 
K anther told German radio. 
“Stopping the deportations 
sends a signal far away and 
has tbe danger of encourag- 
ing many to try uveome to 
Germany. 

Interior ministers in seven 
states where the opposition 
Social Democrats (SPD) 
are in power said they were 
halting the forced repatria- 
tion of ethnic Albanians 
until violence subsides in 
the province. 

But Mr. Kanther said the 
move was causing prob- 
lems. 

“Many will feel like they 
should try to come illegally 
to Germany because they 
would be allowed to stay 
here once they get here,” he 


said. “These states have 
gone out to trumpet this 
news and are causing a lot 
of difficulties.” 

At least 80 people have 
been killed in a Serbian 
security forces’ crackdown 
on majority ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo. 
There are about 140,000 
ethnic Albanians living in 
Germany, many of whom 
came during the Balkan 
war. 

Mr. Kanther said 
Germany has given shelter 
to more refugees from for- 
mer Yugoslavia than the 
rest of the European Union 
combined. He said 
Germany simply cannot 
afford to accept everyone 
who wants to come. 

About 6,000 ethnic 
Albanians have been sent 
home. 

He blasted the states* uni- 
lateral decision to suspend 
the deportations, pointing 
out that they have the right 
to determine when the 
refugees are sent home and 
could have thus “quietly” 
suspended the repatriations 


without broadcasting their 
move. 

‘There is no reason to 
suspend the deportations,” 
Mr. Kanther said “If some- 
one’s life is endangered, he 
will not be deported. We do 
not know of any case where 
a repatriated person's life 
was endangered. It is not 
accurate to say these 
attacks are happening all 
over Kosovo.” 

Foreign Minister Klaus 

Kinkel said in a separate 

interview in the Westfalen- 
Blart newspaper that there 
was no need for Germany 
to put a universal ban on 
the deportations. but 
defended the state interior 
min isters ’ decisi on as 
"legitimate.” 

Mr. Kinkel was quoted in 
the newspaper saying the 
deportations should be car- 
ried out judiciously and 
only on a case-by-case 
basis. He said the situation 
in Kosovo is tense at the 
moment and can change 
each day. 

Mr. Kanther said even 
though the conditions in 


some areas of Kosovo were 
dangerous, the government 
and the foreign ministry 
were confident ethnic 
Albanians could be sent to 
their homes in parts of the 
province without their lives 
being at risk. 

“There have been the 
most brutal attacks in some 
regions that are to be con- 
demned,” Mr. Kanther said. 
But that was not the case 
for the entire country, he 
added. 

Mr. Kanther said the 
seven states had broken an 
agreement with the federal 
government and their 
actions would damage 
German foreign policies. 
He said tbe SPD-led states 
were playing politics and 
trying to embarrass 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
conservative government. 

More than 300,000 peo- 
ple fled to Germany from 
former Yugoslavia in the 
early 1990s. Cash-strapped 
German states have told the 
refugees they have to leave 
and began deporting them 
last year. 


Brussels threatens to sue EU states 
over U.S. 'open skies’ deals 


STRASBOURG (AFP) — 
The European Commission 
, has threatened to sue eight EU 
members that signed bilateral 
aviation deals with the United 
States, a commission 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

Brussels claims such deals 
open national markets in 
Europe to U.S. airlines with- 
out letting European carriers 
compete in the United States. 

The eight countries are 
Austria, Belgium, Britain. 
Denmark, Finland. Germany, 
Luxembourg and Sweden. 

The commission Friday will 
issue what is known in 
Brussels-speak as a “reasoned 


opinion” — the last step in 
EU procedures before sus- 
pected violators of competi- 
tion rules are taken to the 
European Coon of Justice, the 
spokesman said. 

He was reporting on the 
results of a weekly meeting of 
ELI commissioners in 
Strasbourg. 

The eight countries will 
have two months to proride 
detailed explanations of their 
aviation deals with the United 
States. 

The commission says these 
arrangements adversely affect 
the EU's internal market and 
distort competition between 


airlines and between airports. 

The EU's transport commis- 
sioner. Neil Kinnock. has 
been seeking increased pow- 
ers to negotiate with 
Washington over landing 
rights, because he believes 
‘bilateral deals undermine the 
commission's efforts to obtain 
better access for all EU carri- 
ers. 

But EU members, including 
Britain and France, have 
insisted on conducting their 
own negotiations with the 
United States. 

Washington has made the 
bilateral agreements, forged 
over tbe past four years, a 


condition for granting the 
green light to a series of air- 
line alliances between U.S. 
and European carriers. 

These include partnerships 
between Lufthansa of 
Germany and United Airlines, 
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines 
and NonhWest and Air 
France's alliance with Delta 
and Continental. 

A planned link-up between 
British Airways and American 
Airlines, which would create 
the world's most powerful 
aviation partnership, has been 
held up by Brussels, which 
has launched antitrust 
inquiries into all the alliances. 
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| Peace for all 

• HIS ROYAL Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
j returned from Israel Wednesday morning with 
! agreements that would bode extremely well for the 
! Jordanian economy. The agreements cover trade, 
i water, investment and other infrastructure pro- 
jects that are of extreme importance to Jordan 
and its efforts to improve the fife of its people. But 

i the talks Crown Prince Hassan held with Israeli 
; Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu went 
bevond the bilateral aspects of the relations 
1 between the two countries, which are improving 
! now that Jordan's demands that the former head 
; of the Israeli Mossad Danny Yatom be replaced 
j have been met. 

i Prince Hassan took a very’ clear message to his 
■ Israeli hosts. The peace process must move for- 
ward towards a comprehensive peace that fulfills 
1 the rights of all. especially the Palestinian people. 
1 This peace must be based on the implementation 
: of all agreements and must produce tangible 
! results. 

The Crown Prince told Israeli politicians, intel- 
’ lectuals. parliamentarians and writers that peace 
must bring about justice and that security is a 
i right which all peoples of the region must enjoy. 

! The Israeli audience gave Prince Hassan a 
! standing ovation. His words were direct, frank 
i and even critical. But it was clear that they came 
I from a leader and a country whose commitment to 
! peace cannot be overemphasised. The impact of 
| these words carried the strength and that direct 

• positive engagement definitely has in addressing a 
! subject as complex and intricate as Arab-Israeii 
i relations. 

! Jordan has long advocated positive engagement 
j as the best mechanism for tackling difficult issues, 

1 forcefully stating its arguments for protecting its 
| interests and those of the Arab people. This policy 
, has worked. It worked in realising the Hebron 

• deal and it worked in securing the country’s water 

rights from Israel. „*ZV. 

And it will work again in the future as Jordan 
; continues to utilise the credibility it enjoys with 
Israeli and international public opinion in its pur- 
. suit of a Middle East characterised by peace, sta- 
( bility and the respect of the legitimate rights of all 
its people. People want to see the fruits of peace, 
the Crown Prince said on Tuesday. But, as he 
pointed out, these fruits cannot be seen unless peo- 
ple talk to each other and work with each other in 
a regional environment where everybody Feels 
that their aspirations are fulfilled, their' rights 

• respected. 

These are difficult times. And they must change 
1 for the better. But for that to happen, everybody 
needs to continue to do good things that will make 
had times better. This is what Prince Hassan, who 
was accompanied by a delegation of parliamen- 
tarians. academicians, journalists and business- 
men. did Tuesday as he addressed an Israeli pub- 
lic that can influence the political decisions of its 
leaders. And as Prince Hassan aptly put it. it is 
better to light a candle than to curse the darkness. 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Tel Aviv visit points to progress 


in peace making, 


JORDAN .AND IsraeL as a result of a series of intense recent 
contacts between officials from both sides culminating in the 
dmely visit to Israel Tuesday by HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
at the head of a Jordanian delegation, appear to have broken 
new ground with the ratification of several significant, long- 
overdue bilateral agreements in a variety of spheres, and with 
the assurance thaTsuch agreements are to be implemented 
soon. 

While peacemaking between Jordan and Israel tunlike that 
between the Palestinians and Israeli has all in all been con- 
cluded speedily, smoothly, and satisfactorily, the momentum 
of peace-building has not been at the desired level. Not only 
has the so-caIled*man in the street, on both sides of the divide, 
not yet felt much with respect to the concrete, tangible bene- 
fits of peace ( as well as the more symbolic and psychological, 
in fact), but many of the agreements signed earlier between 
the two sides have remained on the whole ink on paper — not 
to mention the unfortunate (shall we say unnecessary?) set- 
backs in bilateral relations, since the advent of the present 
Israeli government. 

The Tuesday visit has broken new ground precisely because 
— judging from the substance and tonality of the visit 
rhetoric! primarily those of the joint press conference and the 
joint communique — the two sides appear to be determined 
to move more speedily and confidently than they have done 
so far in implementing bilateral agreements. This is crucial at 
this point in time because peacemaking does not make sense, 
and does not bear fruit, until and unless peace-building mate- 
rialises. Peace-building, unlike peacemaking, is a long 
process, and any slackening or procrastination at any point in 
it serves no one. Peace-building, like peacemaking, makes no 
sense also unless and until agreements are not only reached 
but also honoured and implemented. 

The implications of the achievement made Tuesday iand 
we hope it will turn out to be as real as the substance and 
tonality of the visit rhetoric make it sound) go far beyond 
Jordanian-Israeli relations, for bilateral progress will undoubt- 
edly and inevitably affect overall progress, i.e.. progress on all 
{ multi-lateral) peace tracks. The problem with Mideast peace 
so far — since the advent of the present Israeli govemmenL 
that is — has precisely been that no progress has been hap- 


pening on any of its tracks. Israel’s relations have been 
strained, stalled and almost frozen with all its actual and 

potential peace partners. 

The problem has, to a large extent, been a problem or taitn. 
faith in the sincerity of the present Israeli government s inten- 
tion and willingness to work for the making of peace with the 
Arab parties with which it has not made full p«ace yet and the 
building of peace with those partners with whom it has con- 
cluded peace agreements, as well as in the Israeli govern- 
ment’s ability to honour and deliver. Tuesday appears to sig- 
nify a positive turning point in this particular respect. 

We hope that what happened on Tuesday bodes well for 
Jordanian- Israeli relations (and for the cause of warm peace 
at large), but we also hope that it will affect (shall we say 
infect?) peacemaking with the Palestinians positively. Putting 
suspect intentions and elusive tactics aside, what the Israeli 
prime minister said about his desire to conclude peace with 
the Palestinians and other Arab parties sounded, on the whole, 
not only fluent and eloquent enough but also convincing and 
sincere. What he also said about the suffering of Palestinians 
is a not only welcome but also ground-breaking, it seems to 
me. We hope to see such noble and apt words, sentiments and 
thought translated into action. The Israeli premier ( more than 
anybody else involved, be it a peace partner or a peace patron) 
can do a lot for the cause of peace, should he modify his 
approach and position a little. Nothing is too late. 

In his opening remarks at the press conference Prince 
Hassan proposed what might be the missing link in all that 
has been happening so far on the Palestinian-Israeli trade 
direct dialogue. The words “direct” and “dialogue" are cru- 
cial here. 

Since the recent halt in the momentum of peacemaking, 
almost everyone has been calling on the U.S. government (as 
a patron and a partner in the peace process) to intervene more 
aggressively and pressure Israel into implementing the Oslo 
agreements. While such a demand appears, to many in our 
part of the world, logical enough, plausible enough and the 
only inevitable conclusion when one sees the two peace part- 
ners (the Palestinians and the Israelis) reaching a dead end 
(who else do you expect to intervene?), under the circum- 
stances it may be neither feasible nor possible, in the way we 


building 

expect it to happen. In addition, suppose the U.S. insists on 
not “interfering" and not “pressuring anyone, what should be 
done? 

The Crown Prince’s proposal is quite valid in the presence 
as well absence of U.S. assertive, aggressive steps. The way I' 
understand it. he is calling on the Palestinians and Israefis 
(and all other parties concerned) to stop waiting for initiatives 
from outside the region to move in the- direction of peace. 
Although an active presence of the U.S. (and Europe) is help- 
ful (at least theoretically), peoples and states of this region, 
have to wean themselves somewhat (and somehow) from 
reliance on the Americans and Europeans (or the internation- 
al community, for that matter) for fresh ideas and initiatives to 
rejuvenate the peace process. Why can’t the initiative come 
from the region itself? Why can't the Middle Eastern parties 
to the conflict generate the ideas, the formulas, and the frame- 
works for peacemaking whenever the peace process stum- 
bles. 

Some may hasten to ask, bow can tins happen when Israel 
and the Palestinians are in total disagreement as to what the 
next step should be, the Palestinians insisting on no new 
negotiations (everything has been negotiated and agreed op 
and wharis wanted is implementation) and the Israelis feeling 
that what has been negotiated is not good enough and needs 
to be re-negotiated? 

Well the trick here lies in the word “dialogue." The 
Palestinians are right in saying agreements have to be hon- 
oured and you cannot re- negotiate what has been negotiated, 
but the Israeli government’s reservations and fears (though 
they do not seem genuine and valid enough to many in our 
part of the world) need to be addressed “Dialogue" allows 
both parties to sit down at the table again, without compro- 
mising their positions, and explore the possible ways of mov- 
ing forward And let’s call the table the “dialogue table," not 
the “negotiating** table. There is a need for both the Israelis 
and Palestinians to sit down and explore ways. Direct, heart- 
to-heart talks may turn out to be precisely what is needed now. 

Maybe what happened on Tuesday (and the couple of 
weeks that preceded it) will mm out to be truly important and 
groundbreaking. Maybe when peace-building moves forward 
on one track, peacemaking will move foreword on another: 


Time to end Washington’s isolation 


The following editorial is reprinted from 
the Feb. 27, 1998 issue of Middle East 
international. 

THE IRAQ crisis is like a third-rate TV' 
drama, every' line a tired cliche, every twist 
of the plot drearily predictable. The mixture 
of bluster, scare-mongering and w hipped-up 
patriotism emanating from the U.S. has 
barely changed in the eight years since Iraq 
invaded Kuwait. Baghdad's rhetoric, two 
pans defiance to one pan outraged inno- 
cence, is equally familiar. On cue. (he U.N. 
secretary-general dashes on camera for the 
last-ditch effort at '“the diplomatic solution." 
to the accompaniment of warplanes taking 
off from aircraft carriers. 

Despite the agreement announced in 
Baghdad by Kofi Annan, it was stiLI not 
clear as MEI w ent to press w hich of the two 
standard story developments the plot was 
now veering towards: The last-minute 
climb-down by Saddam, or the rain of 
bombs and missiles as soon as the diplomats 
are safely out of the target area. Either way. 
on past form we can expect the whole dis- 
mal saga to be rerun in the not too distant 
future. 

It is all too easy to shrug wearily and rum 
over to another channel. So many apocalyp- 
tic threats and warnings hu’.e proved 
unfounded in the past — unless, of course, 
you are unfortunate enough to be Iraqi, in 


which case it is probably safe to assume that 
just when you think things cannot get any 
worse, that is precisely what will happen. 
Elsewhere, the sense of unreality is height- 
ened by the seemingly trivial origins of the 
latest crisis. No threatening mobilisations by 
the Iraqi armed forces this time, merely a- 
dispute over the .nationalities of, UN. 
weapons inspectors. Little wonder that some 
suspect a hidden subplot that may yet spring 
a startling denouement. 

Certain hints and leaks in Washington sug- 
gest the military planners on this occasion 
have been nursing bigger ambitions than 
inflicting some more repairable damage on 
Saddam's infrastructure. With hindsight, it 
is clear that the allied onslaught in 1991. for 
all its devastating firepower, carefully 
stopped short of the targeted action thar 
could have destroyed Saddam. This time, it 
was rumoured, things might be different. 
One should not underestimate the 
Pentagon’s capacity to confuse or intimidate 
by sowing misinformation, but it is the 
impact on Saddam's unpredictable nature 
that counts. Faced with what he believed to 
be an existential contest, his responses could 
be expected to be proportionately more des- 
perate. Assessments that he has the ability' to 
trigger a chemical or bacteriological holo- 
caust are not mere scare-mongering. 
Technology has delivered the means u? wipe 
out a large city without using missiles; the 


harmless-looking contents of a small suit- 
case will suffice. 

These remain, thankfully — hopefully — 
remote contingencies. But it is hard to dis- 
pute that the stakes in this long-running con- 
•frontation have suddenly been raised much 
higher- for no-vexy obvious reason. Iraq’s 
neighbours would "surely " have' Mntfffif 
inciined to back the use of force if 
Washington's justification had more of a 
solid basis. They are, after all, the ones most 
directly affected. But they concluded that 
the potential risk of such action outweighed 
the potential benefit. That is hardly surpris- 
ing w’hen they must bear the brunt of any 
fall-out. both metaphorically in terms of 
political upheaval, and literally if the bomb- 
ing of suspected illegal weapons facilities 
releases clouds of chemical or biological 
contaminants into the atmosphere. At the 
very' least, it would spell an end to Che U.N. 
inspection regime and with it the best hope 
of containing Saddam's weapons pro- 
gramme. 

With the exception of Britain, whose 
regrettable stance is a factor of its historical 
relationship with Washington. the 
Americans have stood virtually alone in 
electing to use force against Iraq at this 
juncture. Should it still come to renewed 
conflict in the Gulf, the causes should there- 
fore be sought primarily in a shift of U.S. 
policy, rather than any change on the ground 


in the region. Is it, for instance, just coinci- 
dence that the hardening of U.S. attitudes 
towards Saddam has come amid an unde- 
clared but perceptible thaw in Washington’s 
relations with Iran? Hitherto, the strongest 
factor inhibiting a push to-toppIe-Saddam 
has -been. the feat that-a. pro-Iranian JShiite 
power wbulff arise fromThe ruins in SOuthf 
ern Iraq, creating an even worse menace to 
the West’s oil supplies. That fear may now 
have receded enough to encourage a more 
interventionist U.S. strategy, one where the 
“dual containment" of Iran and Iraq gives 
way to recognition of Iran's pivotal role in 
Central Asia, the hydrocarbon Klondike of 
the coining century. The corollary would be 
that preserving the status quo in Iraq is no 
longer an imperative. 

In the immediate future the real battle may 
be between the U.S. and the international 
community, represented by Kofi Annan. His 
public optimism that Iraq is willing to reach 
an acceptable compromise contrasts starkly 
with the harsh utterances of American offi- 
cials who demand that they and they alone 
must be the arbiters of war and peace. After 
half a century of American do minan ce in the 
Middle East, during which there has been 
far too much war and far too little peace, it 
is time to deal not just with Baghdad’s inter- 
national isolation but Washington’s too. 
This is one American soap opera thar the 
world cannot afford to let end in tragedy. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Dustour's Mohammad Daoud culled on the govern- 
ment to intervene and prevent excessive increases in pri- 
■■u»e doctor and private hospital charges saying the 
majority of people will noi be able to afford private 
facility medical treatment if fees are hiked. Higher pri- 
■■;iie medical costs will drive the majority of people to 
•eel: treatment at government-run hospitals and health 
.--.•ntres. Daoud said, stressing that the result will be an 
• •'.crc.-ov.ding of public health care institutions and a 
deterioration in the quality of care provided to patients. 

A; Iv.M'-t the government can prevent additional increas- 
v’- («.• doctors* and hospitals' fees following recent hikes 
and tnuv «np further deterioration in the" situation, he 
added It is true that private hospitals occasionally 
acquire advanced and sophisticated equipment, but their 
premise-, remain unchanged and so the increase in fees 
should remain modcsL not excessive. S3id the writer. To 
•■v-e -he problem once and for ail. he said, the govern- 
ment should expedite the implementation of its long } 
overdue and long awaited for national health insurance \ 

• sent me. j 

A I Arab A l Yawm’s Riham Farm criticised a statement 
by Pakistan’s Ambassador to Egypt Tayeb Sidki who 
had expressed his country's readiness to attack Israel 
with nuclear weapons should the Jewish state use 
weapons of mass destruction in launching attacks on ! 
any Arab or Muslim country. These statements are I 
untimely and if anything they damage the Arab and 
Islamic countries in general and Pakistan's image in par- 
. ticular. said the writer. She said Pakistan has not 
achieved parity in its nuclear arsenal with any other 
nation including Israel, and any one of them would have 
: the upper handin a conflict with Pakistan. Furthermore 
Israel, the U.S. and their allies could easily trigger a war 
! between Pakistan and its arch foe India in order to 
weaken Pakistan and to prevent it from developing its 
weapons of mass destruction. Ms. Farra said. She said. 
v.hiJe the Arabs and Muslims would like to acquire such 

• power to deter any aggression, by Israel and the West. 

; (here is no real advantage or benefit from making such 

statements which normally should come from the lead- 
: er»hip. the president or the government in Pakistan but 
i not from an official at the rank of ambassador. 


Israeli-PNA agreements demand good faith implementation 

Bv Pascal B. Karmy 


NOTWITHSTANDING THE 
Palestine National . Authority'*. 
(PN’Al unfruitful efforts to resume 
the negotiations with the Israel; 
government which were frozen 
due to the latter's complete d;*re- 
gard of the agreements it entered 
into, the PNA should in the mean- 
time exert its utmost efforts to 
counter the creeping annexation 
of Palestinian territory by the con- 
tinued and Feverish building of 
Jewish settlements. Ac present 
precious long time has been wast- 
ed by the peripheral negotiations 
on the questions of Gaza harbour. 
Gaza airport and safe passage 
between Gu/u and (he West Bank 
w ith no results at all. 

One of (he dire weaknesses of 
the Oslo accord of 1993 in partic- 
ular is that ir did not specifically 
stipulate for the cessation of any 
kind of settlement acfo ity a.- icag 
as the negotiations between the 
Palestinians and Israel are being 
conducted. However Article V. 
Paragraph 3 of the Accord state-; 

"It is understood that the-c 
negotiations shall cover remain- 
ing issues including: Jerusalem, 
refugees, settlements, security 
arrangements, border relations, 
and cooperation with other neigh- 
bours. and other issue** of com- 
mon interests." Paragraph 4 of the 
same Article provides: “The rue 
panics agree that the outcome of 
the permanent status negotiations 
should not be prejudiced or pre- 
empted by agreements reached for 
the interim period." 


Similarly the provisions of the 
Cairo Agreement of 1994 and the 
Oslo II Agreement of 1995 pro- 
vided that nothing in the agree- 
ments shall prejudice or preempt 
the outcome of negotiations on 
the interim or permanent status 
•m.d also provide that neither party 
shall be deemed by virtue of hav- 
ing entered into these agreements, 
to have renounced its existing 
right-, claims or position. In 
reliance upon the above-quoted 
pro 1 - i -ions Israel should cease any 
iettiement activ ity either by beef- 
irg up the present settlements or 
building new ones at the expense 
of Palestinian territory. Moreover 
i: is presumed in law that parties 
cny agreement should interpret 
and apply it in good faith. 

But it seems dear from the pre- 
sent Likud government conduct 
and attitude (hat it hjs neither the 
intention nor the good faith to 
appiy the agreements with the 
PNA not even the Hebron agree- 
ment which Pnme Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu himself 
-te-ied. Did he not declare that the 
W-st Bonk is part of Israel? How- 
can anyone then believe that he 
w anted to make peace with the 
Palestinians who rightly consider 
the West Bank as part of their 
ancestral homeland? Any observ- 
er of Netanyahu’s policy will con- 
clude that he is adopting the wily 
and malicious method of his 
teacher Yitzhak Shamir who once 
stated after he had left his pre- 
miership that had he stayed in 
office he would have dragged the 
negotiations out for 10 years nr 


more to enable Israel in the mean- 
time to swallow up the West Bank 
and Gaza by confiscation and 
extension of settlements. The pre- 
varicating tactics of Neranyahu's 
government are of the pattern of 
Shamir's which in the end will 
lead to the destruction of Oslo and 
subsequent agreements. Did he 
not severely criticise the Labour 
Party for having made such an 
agreement as that of Oslo of 1993 
which he considers as detrimental 
to Israel? 

One of Netanyahu's tactics was 
his proposal to conduct negotia- 
tions between himself and 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat at 
Camp David under United State's 
auspices as was done between 
Anwar Sadat of Egypt and 
Menachem Begin of Israel in 
1978 and 1979. This proposal 
implies the renewal of negotia- 
tions as if there were no agree- 
ments already signed and partly 
implemented and need only to be 
fully implemented as provided in 
them. In the case of Sadat and 
Begin, they started negotiations 
from zero and agreed first on the 
Frame of Agreements for Peace in 
the Middle East in I97S and final- 
ly concluded the Camp David 
Treaty in 1979, Does Netanyahu 
think that the Palestinians ore so 
naive or stupid to accept his pro- 
posal or does he want merely to 
impress U.S. and EU public opin- 
ion that he has been always will- 
ing to negotiate and make peace 
with the Palestinians? Indeed 
Netanyahu is always ready to 
negotiate indefinitely with no 


light at the end of the tunnel. So 
far he has never matched his 
words with deeds. The last pro- 
posal made by Netanyahu during 
his recent visit to Europe was to 
hold another conference in 
Madrid as that convened in 1991 
between the Arabs and Israel. This 
is another political tactic of the 
same panem us that of his Camp 
David proposal to divert world 
public attention and opinion from 
insisting on the implementation of 
agreements already signed. 

Netanyahu's prevaricating tac- 
tics that have delayed too long the 
full implementation of the rele- 
vant agreements should convince 
the U.S. chat he is not willing to 
apply the provisions of United 
Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 providing for 
the exchange of land for peace. 
Those resolutions are specifically 
mentioned in Article I of the Oslo 
Accord of 1993. 

After the U.S. and Britain 
threatened Iraq with a military 
strike unless Iraq fully complied 
with the Security Council resolu- 
tions. particularly 687 of 1991. 
by the same token it is incumbent- 
upon the U.S. and the EU to force 
Israel to comply not only with res- 
olutions 242 and 338 but a fortiori 
to honour the specific provisions 
of the agreements made with the 
Palestinians. The argument that 
the problem of Iraq is quite differ- 
ent from that of Israel and that 
Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338 required negotiations 
unlike those applicable to Iraq is 
unconvincing. Israel and the 


Palestinians did indeed negotiate 
and have reached several agree- 
ments. and what is required now 
is just to implement them in good 
faith. 

The second phase of Israeli 
withdrawal from Palestinian terri- 
tory is already overdue. What is 
required of the U.S., which has 
the strongest leverage vis-a-vis 
Israel, is to force it to honour its 
commitments. The Palestinian ter- 
ritory is not a disputed one as 
alleged by some American and 
Israeli quarters; it is the ancestral 
and hereditary territory of the 
Palestinians on which they have 
been living since time immemori- 
al. 

The Arab and Palestinian man 
and woman in the street. are won- 
dering why the U.S. and its ally 
Britain were ready and eager to 
strike Iraq with all the parapher- 
nalia of their formidable forces as 
if they were facing a great world 
power, and yet shy away from 
forcing Israel by diplomatic firm- 
ness to withdraw from Palestinian 
territory'. It is beyond their com- 
prehension to understand the dif- 
ferent treatment in each case. 
Both Israel and Iraq are equally 
subject to the pertinent U.N. res- 
olutions in each case and there- 
fore both must equally comply 
with them. The same policy stan- 
dard must be applied across the 
board regardless of the country 
involved. By this way only can 
peace with justice prevail in the 
case of the Palestinian-Israeli 
relations as well as in the world at 
large. 
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Visits and their various dimensions 


There are more than a few worthy footnotes to the, by all 
accounts, highly successful visit Tuesday ofHRH Crown 
Prince Hasson to Tel Aviv. Among the diverse delegation 
accompanying Prince Hasson, the show of force of nine 
members of the Lower House of Parliament including 
Speaker Saad Hayel Stout could be indicative, say 
observers, of a new path in the halls of the legislature. 
Recall that only last December two deputies came under 
heavy fire by their colleagues and constituents for meeting 
in Jerusalem with Israeli Knesset Speaker Dan Tichon. 
Those two deputies, Hamada Fara’neh. an independent 
representing Amman s 1st District, and Islamist Moham- 
mad Ref at ofBalqa , who responded to the criticism of their 
visit by saying it was unofficial, were not among the dele- 
gation visiting Israel on Tuesday. Those who accompanied 
the Crown Prince were Sami Khasawneh (independent, 
Jrbid), Bass am Haddadin ( Christian, Jordanian Democra- 
tic Union Party, leftist, Zarqa), Ali Abul Ragheb ( centrist - 
Amman), Ziad Shweikh ( centrist - Aqaba), Nawaf 
Khawaldeh ( independent-centrist, -Mafraq) Abdullah Jazi 
( independent-centrist . Central Bedouins). Nayef Mawla 
( independent-centrist , Amman) and Riyadh Othman (inde- 
pendent-centrist. Jerash). This parliamentary contingent 
helped to make up the team of public and private profes- 
sionals who despite major setbacks see peace in the region 
as the only alternative. Their purpose was to demonstrate 
by their presence their commitment to peace, their expec- 
tation of fruits from that peace, and the value of engaging. 

Upon arrival in Tel Aviv the delegation was welcomed by 
the Israeli Foreign Ministry's Deputy Director of the Jor- 
dan Office. He told the Jordanians that the ministry sent 
out 115 invitations to the dinner that was to be hosted by 
Prime Minister Benyamm Netanyahu on the occasion of 
the Crown Prince's visit, and the ministry received an 
almost immediate positive response from 100 invitees. 
Never before, he said, has any official event drawn such 
enthusiasm. The proof was that at the end of his strong 
speech at the dinner held at the Tel Aviv Hilton in his hon- 
our, Prince Hasson was accorded a long standing ovation, 
by the 150 guests who, besides senior Israeli officials, 
included former Ambassador to Jordan Professor Shimon 
Shamir and Professor Asher Susser of Tel Aviv University 's 
Moshe Dayan Centre as well as other intellectuals, writ- 
ers, artists and journalists. In fact that son of reception 
should well have been expected judging from the number 
of Israelis who throughout the dinner walked up to the 
Crown Prince's table to shake his hand and greet him. It 
was a wonder he was able to get through first-course, 
some guests remarked. 

On the return trip. Prince Hasson hopped aboard 
Royal Wings (a.La. Ahed Quntar’s plane ) and was greeted 
to the applause of the Jordanian team. What to look for 
now. on the media front at least, is whether or not the 
Israeli media take up the Crown Prince's challenge to 
begin discussions on scenarios of reconciliation between 
.the Arabs.aqd. Jews- •_ .... 



Seated at the dinner hosted in honour of HRH Crown Prince Hassan tiy Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu In Tel Aviv on Tuesday are (left to right) Israeli Minister of Infrastructure Ariel Sharon , Min- 
ister of Defence Yitzhak Mordechai, Crown Prince Hassan, Mr. Netanyahu, Lower House Speaker Saad 
Hayel Srour, Israeli Minister of Trade and Industry Natan Sharansky, Minister of Foreign Affairs Jawad 
Anani { photo by Boghos) 


**** 

PLANNING MORE VISITS: Here on a low-profile 
visit this week was UNRWA Commissioner General Peter 
Hansen. Mr Hansen Sunday met with Palestinian Affairs 
Department Director General Ibrahim Badran. and on 
Monday met with Minister of Foreign Affairs Jawad 
Anani. He was here as part of a regular visit to the region 
to follow up on the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency s operations. Mr. Hansen indicated that he wished 
to increase his visits to Syria and Lebanon as he has made 
official trips to these two refugee host countries only twice 
before since he assumed his post as UNRWA chief. 

**** 

DOUBLE DUTIES: Ihsan Ramzi, director general of 
the Jordan Radio and Television Corporation, last week 
jisswnzd. a second. posu.tbai pf secretary,. general pf ifre, 


Ministry of Information. Reports are that Mr. Ramzi . a 
JRTC pillar, having spent more than 30 years at the cor- 
poration. has been spending most of his lime at the min- 
istry, where newly appointed Minister of Information 
Abdullah Ensour is said to be intent on taking the official 
information sector into new directions. But with two port- 
folios, Dr. Ensour this past week appears to have been pre- 
occupied with his duties as deputy prime minister. We 7/ 
have to wait and see what s in store. 

**** 

EXTRA, EXTRA: In the private media arena, the 
major weekly tabloids which had been forced to shut down 
under the now repealed temporary amendments to the 
Press and Publications Law have splashed back on the 
newsstands over the past few weeks. The multicoloured 
front page headlines of two such papers. Al Belad and Al 
, Hqdeth. last week focused on reports of Hizbollah making , 


an entry into Jordan. Blazoned in red, another headline in 
Al Hadeth read. "Secrets of Toujan’s meeting with the 
Israelis . ” referring to former deputy Toujan Feisal having 
a discussion with Secretary of the Israeli Labour Party 
Ra'nan Cohen at an International Parliamentary Union 
Conference held nearly a year ago in Seoul , South Korea. 
It just goes to show you that on the pages of the " yellow 
press " everyone is fair game. 

**** 

CHOICE MADE: Ar the Aqaba Regional Authority, 
the post of secretary general, left vacant since early Feb- 
ruary by the move of Muzahem Muheisan to the same post 
at the Ministry of Transport, has been filled by one of the 
two persons first tipped for the job. The winner is Akef 
Abu Tayeh. formerly deputy director general at the Arab 
Maritime Bridge Company. 

**** 

THEIR HONOURS: Rounding out the week which 
celebrated International Women s Day. three women attor- 
neys were appointed Tuesday as judges to the Magistrate 
Court. They are Inas Khalidi, Fida Abdul Jawad. and 
Malak Ghazal. In addition, Nawal Johari was appointed 
assistant to the Attorney General of the Civil Court. 
Attempts to locate the new appointees went in vain. The 
women 's movement ipis not gotten around to encouraging 
women to list their own names in the telephone directory 
— once again the trail is either linked to a father or hus- 
band. 


**** 

ISO YEARS AGO: The Hungarian revolution of 1848 
was part of a mainstream of momentous events in Europe 
at the time. Today the Embassy of the Republic of Hungary 
in Amman will mark the anniversary of the country s strug- 
gle for independence. Charge d' Affaires Dr. Attila Szanto 
will welcome associates and friends to a reception at the 
embassy itself. 

**** 

DUTY FREE: As promised, the Jordan Duty Free 
Shops launched another of their facilities this week. This 
one is located at the King Hussein Bridge. JDFS Director 
Haitham Majali opened the shop, which will serve trav- 
ellers crossing the bridge in either direction, at a ceremo- 
ny on Wednesday in the Jordan Valley. 

**** 

Another Friday the 13th. 

nut U9 n - Jennifer Hamarneh 
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Don’t 

speak 

By Jean-Gaude EHas 

A FEW weeks ago I reviewed the newest 
speech recognition software. The three lead- 
ers in this domain are Dragon’s Natu- 
railySpeaking, IBM's ViaVoice and 
Kurzweil's VbicePro. 

From embryonic and experimental the 
programmes love matured to become truly 
usable applications. Relatively easy to install 
and operate, they allow users to speak in a 
microphone and see the spoken words 
change to typed text era the PCs monitor 

The level of accuracy is good — 70 to 90 
percent — (hough not excellent. We can be 
sure, however, that in a couple of years accu- 
racy may be as high as 98 or even 99 per 
cent. 

StQl, one may step back and wonder if 
talking to computers is the best way to com- 
municate with them in the future, whether to 
dictate text or to give them orders. For the 
vast majority of those who are slow at key- 
board typing it may be considered as a good 
tiling, but for those who are fast and com- 
fortable with a computer keyboard, talking 
to the machine could prove to be a less effi- 
cient method. 

Whatever improvement speech recogni- 
tion may receive in the years to come, it will 
always be subject to the imperfections of 
bigman speech: local accents, tons and levels 
variations, ambient noise, quality of micro- 
phones used and so forth. 

By trying hard to make computers under- 
stand h uman speech, we may be treating 
fhftm lik e human beings, which of course 




ies. They wanted them to perfectly repro- 
duce the sound of natural, acoustic instru- 
ments. bat no “synth” could really sound like 
a real violin or flute. Nowadays modem 
musicians are making smarter use of synthe- 
sisers. Instead of trying to mimic acoustic 
instruments in vain, they use them for what 
they actually are — completely new instru- 
ments with sounds of their own and huge 
possibilities. 

Computer keyboards will always be more 
accurate than speech. Moreover, imagine 
bow noisy an open space office would be 
with many people talking to their PCs! At 
least keyboards are silent Besides, with the 
proper combination of mouse and keyboard 
use, one can achieve fast and smooth operat- 
ing. 

In the future speech recognition may co- 
exist along with keyboards and mice. In spe- 
cific situations it may even prove to be more 
convenient than them. But it will probably 
never completely replace them. 

Correction 

Apologies for the error readers may have| 
spotted in last week’s Chip Talk. Not only 
did I mix up LEDs (light emitting diodes/ 
and LCDs (liquid crystal displays),- but ij 
also labelled the latter as “liquid crystal! 
diodes,” obviously a non-existing hybrid. L 
would tike to thank Mr. G. Courtois, the] 
ambassador of Belgium, and Mr. F. Alves,, 
the ambassador of Brazil, both highly! 
knowledgeable and talented computer! 
users, for having drawn my attention to! 
this mistake and for ... being faithful read-! 
ers of this column. 


they are not The whole approach may be 
wrong. It’s similar to the way musicians used 
synthesisers in the seventies and in the eigfrt- 


UJN. envoy prepares for Inspections of special sites 


(Continued from page 1) 
diplomatic represe n tation in 

Baghdad and m the region, 
mrfiirting Bri tain and die Unit- 
ed States, asking for their par- 
tici p^bfm jyrthff sine 

inspections. 

Along wife Mr. Dbanapala, 

another new appointee since the 

February accord, foma* Indian 
diplomat Frakash Shah, is (hie 
in Baghdad laier this week to 
set up a political liaison office 
for the UK secretary general. 

Me Dfaanapaia’s ntisaon 
came as U-S- .officials wel- 
comed Iraq's cooperation with 
an UNSCOM team led by fra - - ■ 
mer US. Marine Soott RifteC 


whose last mission in January 
bad been Nocked. 

Me Ritter’s team left Bagh- 
dad on Tuesday at the end of a 
five-day mission during which 
it inspected eight rites declared 
sensitive by Iraq. The work was 
completed to the “full satisfac- 
tion" of UNSCOM. said Me 
S ullivan. 

Pentagon spokesman Keo- 
neth Bacon wdeemed as a pos- 
itive- development the feet that 
the. team had inspected various 
Iraqi sites not previously open 
to the UN. weapons inspector, 

UNSCOM officials here have 
refused to c omment an reports 
that the team tested the limits of 
the February accord by con- 


ducting inspections right up to 
the boundaries of presidential 
sites as demarcated by UK 
surveyors. 

A team of UK mappers sent 
our in advance of die accord , 
mapped out boundaries fix- the 
eight sites. 

Under last month’s accord. 
Baghdad averted threatened 
US- military strikes by agree- 
ing to unfettered access for the 
aims inspectors searching for 
Iraqi weapons secrets. In Janu- 
ary, Iraq blocked Me Ritter's 
work on the grounds that his 
team was dominated by U.S. 
and British nationals whose 
countries take a tough fine 
against lifting ctf sanctions. 


King calls for development of badia 
through collective efforts of citizens 


King off to Washington to ‘spell out 
dangers of deadlock in peace process’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

established in 1992 under 
the patronage of Prince 
Hassan has been designed 
to help develop the semi- 
desert areas of Jordan 
which constitute 80 per 
cent of Jordan's territory. 
The programme is being 
directed through a centre 
located at Safawi village, 
some 156 km north east of 
Amman . 

Prince Hassan had earli- 
er met at Al Hassan Air- 
Base representatives, as 
well as senators and 
deputies, from the north- 
ern, central and southern 
Badia regions in Jordan. 

In remarks to the audi- 
ence, Prince Hassan urged 
all those concerned with 
the development of the 
badia region and its wealth 
to work together in a com- 
prehensive manner. 

He also called for the 
creation of an institution 
designated to the develop- 
ment of the region. 

He urged the concerned 
parties to benefit from 
modern technology and 
sound information in the 
course of their endeav- 
ours. 

The Crown Prince also 
urged government institu- 
tions to coordinate and 


cooperate among them- 
selves in questions related 
to the badia's develop- 
ment. 

In his address. Prince 
Hassan said that the meet- 
ing was designed to dis- 
cuss a new approach on 
dealing with water and the 
desert environment. 

Prince Hassan said that 
all regions in the north, 
centre and south will be 
given equal attention and 
serious efforts will be 
exerted to develop their 
natural and human 
resources. 

Prince Hassan said he 
will give due attention to 
the directives of King 
Hussein in following up 
on the implementation of 
future stages in the badi3 
development programme. 

In order to safeguard the 
badia region and its wealth 
for the coming genera- 
tions. Prince Hassan said 
public interest should rise 
over the personal interest 
and everybody should 
work as a team for the 
benefit of all. 

Accompanying the King 
and the Crown Prince 
were also Royal Court 
Chief Fayez Tarawneh and 
other officials and minis- 
ters. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Palestinians attacked Israeli 
soldiers with rocks and fire- 
bombs to protest the killing of 
three Palestinians Tuesday at 
an Israeli roadblock in the 
West Bank. The clashes under- 
line Jordan's fears of violence 
on the West Bank creating a 
new wave of refugees flooding 
into the Kingdom. 

The talks in Washington 
come on the heels of the high- 
level talks in Amman and Tel 
Aviv which signalled the 
warming of ties after a period 
of tense relations following the 
Israeli assassination attempt 
against Hamas leader Kbaled 
Misha' al in Amman last fall. 

Israeli officials said the talks 
also paved the way for restor- 
ing foil security cooperation 
between the two sides in accor- 
dance with the 1994 peace 
treaty 1 . This followed the resig- 
nation of Mossad chief Danny 
Yatom. who was replaced by 
Ephraim Halevy, the man who 
served as contact man between 
Jordanian and Israeli officials 
prior to the signing of the 
peace treaty. 

“It makes sense ahead of the 
Washington talks to improve 
Jordan's relations with Israel,” 
a Western diplomatic source 
said. “It would otherwise be 


difficult for Jordan to make the 
argument for advancing foe 
peace process on the Palestin- 
ian front or to act as a facilita- 
tor in the process." 

Jordan's Ambassador to 
Washington Marwan Muasher 
said foe stalled peace process 
"does not only affect Palestini- 
ans and Israelis, but also 
deeply affect us. We cannot 
accept the status quo situa- 
tion." 

Dr. Muasher told the Jordan 
Tunes from Washington that 
the King will be "urging the 
U.S. administration to move 
forward and to move more 
assertively." 

Assistant U.S. Secretary of 
State for Near East Affairs 
Martin Indyk said Tuesday that 
Washington “has no in ten cion 
of imposing a U.S. plan" on 
the two sides in the Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations. 

The talks in Washington are 
also expected to touch on Jor- 
dan's 'ideas” for an end to foe 
crisis between Baghdad and 
the Security Council based on 
the full implementation of 
UK resolutions and the 
signed agreement between 
UK Secretary General Kofi 
Annan and Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz. 

While Jordan denied it was 
carrying an initiative for a 


direct dialogue between Iraq 
and the US., Western diplo- 
mats said the U.S. administra- 
tion and Congress "were not 
ready for any dialogue with 
Baghdad.” 

On the economic level. Dr. 
Muasher said that fiscal year 
1998 has witnessed a dramatic 
increase in U.S. aid levels to 
Jordan. 

“The increase is a result of 
foe administration and Con- 
gress' appreciation of Jordan's 
role in the peace process and 
the Kingdom’s clear economic 
objective that it is trying to 
achieve," he said He 
explained that Jordan was 
expected to receive around 
$200 million in U.S. aid 

The King will be having 
extensive meetings on Capitol 
Hill with Senate and House 
leaders, in addition to the meet- 
ing with foe president and 
high-level administration offi- 
cials. 

Jordanian officials said the 
King's busy schedule in Wash- 
ington reflects the U.S. appre- 
ciation of Jordan's constructive 
role in backing foe peace 
.process on foe one hand and 
the Jordanian leadership's 
appreciation of Congress* role 
in endorsing American aid to 
the Kingdom on foe other. 


Opposition blasts Cabinet for not consulting on new elections law 


(Continued from page 1) 

favoured a broad-based dia- 
logue between the govern- 
ment and political forces 
before the draft legislation is 
sent to Parliament 

“The problem with the gov- 
ernment is that it always has 
everything ready. But such a 
key legislation as the elec- 
tions law should be discussed 
between foe government and 
civil society," said Salem 
Nahhas, secretary general of 
foe leftist AlHashd 

Deputy Mohammad Ouran 
(Tafileh) added. that “each 
political party should have a 
say in the formation of foe 
new elections law, as they are 
die pillars of de mocracy and 
pluralism.” 

Dr. Ouran, who also heads 
foe leftist Arab Land Party, 
told the Jordan Times that foe 


higher council for coordina- 
tion among the 13 opposition 
parties this week discussed 
plans to prepare their own 
draft elections law. The bloc 
groups Islamists and Com- 
munists as well as pro-Iraqi 
and pro-Syrian Baathists who 
have put aside decades of ide- 
ological differences to com- 
bat government policies, 
including the 1994 peace 
treaty with Israel. 

The opposition has locked 
horns with the government 
over the elections law since 
1993, when the first govern- 
ment of Dr. Majali introduced 
foe one-man. one-vote sys- 
tem by temporary legislation 
a few days ahead of that 
year's elections. The law. 
endorsed by Parliament in 
1997. gave registered voters 
the right to chose one candi- 
date. instead of several as in 


the past 

The Islamists said foe intro- 
duction of the electoral for- 
mula then helped reduce their 
representation in Parliament 
from 22 deputies in 1989 to 
16 in 1993. 

Since then, the opposition 
has been arguing that in Jor- 
dan's tribal-based society 
voters would cast their one 
vote according to family con- 
siderations, and not in line 
with political affiliation. 

The opposition, angered by 
the peace treaty and an 
alleged crackdown on public 
freedoms, boycotted foe Nov. 
4 elections in protest against 
the one-person, oner-vote sys- 
tem. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
entrusted foe government of 
Dr. Majali with a mandate to 
prepare a new elections law 
to help “modernise and 


develop existing legislation," 
in his Speech from the 
Throne, last December, inau- 
gurating the 13 th Parliament. 

“But "foe one-person, one- 
vote system will remain foe 
core of the issue" said Me 
N ahhas. 

He said the party in charge 
of supervising future elec- 
tions was another main con- 
cern for the opposition. 

'The judiciary, as an inde- 
pendent body, should be in 
charge of supervising foe 
elections, not the Interior 
Ministry,'' he said. 

“But the government is not 
telling us whether foe Min- 
istry of Interior will maintain, 
its function as the elections’ 
supervisor. 

“We have repeatedly asked 
for the establishment of a 
joint body, to include repre- 
sentatives from the govern- 


ment and civil society, to 
monitor the fairness of elec- 
tion procedures," he said. 

Echoing views of other 
opposition leaders, Mr. Nah- 
has denied that foe replace- 
ment of the “old-fashioned” 
voting cards with magnetic 
cards will prevent voters 
from casting their ballots 
more than once. 

■ “This will not prevent peo- 
ple from using cards issued to 
others, of Jordanians residing 
abroad and even of dead peo- 
ple.” he said. 

During the last elections, 
one opposition candidate — 
former Deputy Toujan Feisal 
— produced voting cards ar a 
press conference that she said 
had been issued to people 
deceased years earlier. 



8 Economy 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, March 12-13, 1998 



Mathieson: Jordan provides foreign investors 


with one of the most advanced incentives 

Stanford Research Institute ranks Jordan’s 
commercial policies as highest in Mideast 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan's 
commercial policies 
have been ranked by the 
Stanford Research Insti- 
tute (SRI) as the highest 
in the Middle East com- 
pared to regional bench- 
marks — Israel. Egypt. 
Lebanon, Morocco. 
Tunisia. Bahrain and 
Cyprus. 

In the commercial poli- 
cy matrix. Jordan scored 
77 out of a maximum 
score of 1 00 while Egypt 
had the lowest at 62. 

"[Jordan’s standings] 
represent a strong busi- 
ness-friendly environ- 
ment." according to a 
summary of Jordan’s 
Commercial Policy 
Assessment prepared by 
SRI. 

In a * seminar jointly 
organised by the Invest- 
ment Promotion Corpo- 
ration (IPC) and the 
United States Agency for 
International Develop- 
ment t USAID). SRI 
Director of Economic 
Practice John Mathieson 
gave a comprehensive 
presentation on Jordan's 
economic performance 
as well as the findings on 
the country's commer- 
cial policy/ 

He said Jordan provid- 
ed foreign investors with 
one of the most advanced 
incentives. 

Non-Jordanian inve- 
stors can have full equity 
ownership in all sectors 
except in the construc- 
tion. mining, commercial 
and commercial service 
sectors in which the 
ownership may not 
exceed 50 per cent. 

Jordan, he said, should 
work towards eliminat- 
ing the 50 per cent ceil- 
ing on investment in 
these sectors and easing 
foreign labour restric- 
tions. 

Mr. Mathieson added 
that Jordan’s policy cli- 
mate also compares 
favourably with those of 
many industrialised 
OECD (Organisation of 
Economic Cooperation 
and Development) 
nations. 

He said the Kingdom’s 
import and export poli- 
cies are the most rational 
in the region, while tax 
and labour policies are 
amona the most busi- 


ness-friendiy in the 
world. 

However. Mr. Math- 
ieson added, in order for 
Jordan to enhance its 
policy environment, 
more" attention should be 
paid to improve business 
start-up procedures and 
the foreign exchange 
regime. 

Jordan's bureaucracy 


and red tape procedures 


are considered by many 
foreign investors as 
obstacles hindering sm- 
ooth establishment and 
operations of a business 
in the country. 

The recent pegging of 
the Jordanian dinar to the 
U.S. dollar — instead of 
linking it to a basket of 
five major currencies — 
may create additional 
risks for a foreign 
investor because of the 
fluctuation in dollar 
value. Mr. Mathieson 
added. 

In his opening remarks 
to the seminar. 
USAID/Jordan mission 
director. Lewis Lucke. 
said: “We need a Jordan- 
ian entrepreneur to mar- 
vel at how easy it is to 
register a business, not 
how frustrating it is. We 
need an international 
investor to tell stories 
about how easy it is to 
clear customs, not how- 
many days or how many 
signatures are required." 

Mr. Mathieson said 
Jordan must “put in 
place the best commer- 
cial policies” in order to 
deal with the regional 
instability and the limit- 
ed size of its market. 

To offset these con- 
straints. Mr. Mathieson 
said, Jordan should fully . . 
implement the recently 
instituted reform^ 'and ? 
aggressively promote a 
new investment-friendly 
climate. 

Since Jordan launched 
its structural adjustment 
programme in 1989. it 
has introduced a compre- 
hensive package of eco- 
nomic legislations to cre- 
ate an efficient and trans- 
parent business environ- 
ment 

These laws include 
customs, income tax. 
sales tax. companies, 
labour. anti-trusL insur- 
ance. securities and 
i nvestment promotion 
laws. 

Full market access to 


neighbouring countries 
should be encouraged 
through reaching bilater- 
al free trade agreements 
and accelerating negotia- 
tions to join the World 
Trade Organisation 
(WTO). 

Deputising for Industry 
and Trade Minister Hani 
Mulki. IPC Director 
General Montaser Oklah 
said “remarkable 

progress has been 
achieved towards 

increasing market size 
through integrating Jor- 
dan’s economy with the 
region and the’ world." 

Jordan and the Euro- 
pean Union signed an 
association agreement 
last November with the 
aim of creating a free 
trade area by Ihe year 
2010 . 

Jordan and Israel also 
signed an agreement in 
November designating 
A1 Hassan Industrial 
Estate in Irbid as a Qual- 
ifying Industrial Zone, 
granting industries free 
access To U.S. markets. 

Dr. Oklah said Jordan 
has also recently joined 
and approved the Arab 
Free Trade Agreement. 

Mr. Mathieson said to 
stimulate new invest- 
ments. Jordan should 
also work towards elimi- 
nating visas for some 
countries and easing pro- 
cedures for business 
visas. 

The country, he added, 
should enact intellectual 
property rights laws — a 
prerequisite for Jordan to 
integrate into the world 
economy. 

“The great challenge 
that faces us now. since 
the ball lies in our court 


as policy-makers, is to 
'further 'ir 


implement the 
pending laws and 
remove all existing con- 
straints and obstacles 
that face the private sec- 
tor." said Dr. Oklah. 

IPC Assistant Director 
General Reem Badran 
reviewed the corpora- 
tion's efforts in promot- 
ing Jordan as a very- 
competitive market for 
national and internation- 
al businesses. 

She said IPC in collab- 
oration with the World 
Bank have concluded the 
formulation of a Nation- 
al Investment Promotion 
Strategy which features 
the professional services 


rendered to investors 
through its one-stop-ser- 
vice programme. 

Ms. Badran added that 
a road map study will be 
conducted to review the 
administrative proce- 
dures governing invest- 
ment in both the tourism 
and manufacturing sec- 
tors. 

According to Mr. 
Lucke. “at a policy level. 
Jordan outperforms 
many of its neighbours 
and fares relatively well, 
even from a global, 
worldwide standpoint.” 
“Gi ven the progress 
[Jordan has achieved in 
implementing economic 
reforms in recent years], 
I see no reason why it 
should not continue 
along its pragmatic, 
problem -solving path 
that looks for opportuni- 
ties where they exist and 
doesn't just talk about 
problems but actively 
looks for ways to resolve 
them." he said. 

He said the USAID 
plans to extend financial 
and technical assistance 
to support Jordan's bal- 
ance of payments, fiscal 
policy reforms, civil ser- 
vice. and policy reform 
proced ures. 

Further assistance will 
be allocated to help Jor- 
dan increase private sec- 
tor competitiveness, said 
Mr. Lucke. adding that 
measures will also be 
provided to address 
intellectual propenv 

rights. 

“We are also trying to 
provide technical assis- 
tance and training to IPC 
to help it develop its own 
capacity to ultimately 
market Jordan.” Mr. 
Lucke said. - ~ 

Participants concluded 
the seminar by proposing 
some recommendations 
to try and overcome the 
obstacles hindering 
direct foreign invest- 
ments to the Kingdom. 

They called for effi- 
cient and sustainable 
implementation of new 
economic legislation 
through well-trained 
government staff. 

They also urged the 
government to' imple- 
ment further administra- 
tive reforms and provide 
quality information to 
domestic and foreign 
investors. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. MARCH 23 , 1998 


By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If you want that pro- 
motion. you're going to have to learn bow to take care 
of others even better than you have before. Some peo- 
ple will be interested in serving you, but they’re simply 
part of the greater whole. If you focus on what’s best for 
evervone. you’ll create a very powerful relationship. 
TAURUS: < April 20 to May 20) You’re saving up for a 
vacation, or perhaps making plans to get tnamed. 
Maybe you're doing both! In the morning, everything 
seems wonderful. By afternoon, it's dawning on you 
how much work it’s going to take. It’s a rude awaken- 
ing. but you should be pleased. You’re getting into the 
realitv phase of the project. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) There's a fluny of 
activity this morning, but by afternoon, you’ll be able to 
spend some time with your best friend. This would be a 
marvellous weekend for romance, starting this after- 
noon. Don't overlook an older person's needs, howev- 
er. He or she could make your life complicated if you 
forget to do something you promised. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Get organised this 
morning. You're gening better at setting priorities. A 
course you’ve been taking seems to help. The talents 
you're developing now' will help you achieve the life 
you've always wanted. If you stay home and read all 
weekend, it would be time well spent, and would defi- 
nitely further your overall objective. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) The check that was in the 
mail is finally coming in. Don't take it for granted. You 
tend to be extravagant. Be careful of that this evening. 
Count the money, put it somewhere safe and leave it 
there. Since education seems associated with this wind- 
fall. start by proving that you really are smart. Don’t 
blow' it. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Everyone wants 
you to solve their problems. Well, go ahead, but don't do 
for free. There’s something you’ve been thinking about 
buying for a long time, but you haven't had the money. 
Since it looks like you'll have enough for at least a down 
payment this afternoon, you’d better get going. 

LIBRA: i September 23 to October 22) Have a private 
lunch with your favourite person. You two have lots to 
talk about. You might even want to draw up a few- blue- 
prints. if you want to take your dreams to a tangible 
state. lt‘s an awkward transition. It's easier to let a 
dream be a dream. Don't be afraid. This could turn out 
to be fun. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You'll be 
popular today and there will be more than enough to 
keep you busy. Some of it may pertain to work. That's 
good: you could use the money. You've come up with 
new ways to spend it lately. There's an outlay required 
to achieve a goal you've set for yourself. Don't get car- 
ried away, however. Keep it simple. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
might get a chance to visit with friends this evening. 
What better excuse for a party? You have all sorts of 
interesting things to talk about, and other people love to 
listen. You have some of the best philosophical conver- 
sations available on the planet right there. Don’t miss a 

minute of it. ‘ 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Your 
friends help you get what you want this morning. It’s as 
if you're passing the ball to them, they're shooting the 
baskets and you get to be on the winning team. Get as 
much done early as you possibly can, because your luck 
changes slightly later in the day. It'll be more difficult 
to make a decision. 

AQUARIUS: (January' 21 to February 19) This week 
might seem like one hassle after another. You deserve a 
reward this weekend. Travel, adventure, excitement, 
romance — all of those are possible. They may happen 
without your even having to set things up, but why take 
chances ? Call up a favourite friend and make a date. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Take time this 
morning to form an agreement you can live with, then 
put it into practice this afternoon. If money is required, 
a discussion of the financing is the best thing you could 
do this afternoon. It's also the next step in your quest for 
success, so don't be afraid to bring up the topic. 


Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 
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ACROSS 
1 Baby powder 
S 5hrp end 
TO George 
Bernard 

14 Opera song 

15 Free-for-all 

i G Customary ome 
17 Gnzzty on Wan 
Street? 

19 Comic Johnson 

20 Ironic turner 

21 Relative 
through 
marriage 

23 Last o( a cigar 
2A Journalist Bly 
Z5 A ardvari'S 
meal 

23 "The Name of 
the Rose’ 
author 

30 Cuar.My of 
gossip 
S3 Thailand 
neighbor 
3a Woodwinds of 
jazz, tor short 

36 podnda 

37 Ftabofcov novel 
3€ POW possibly 
29 ffossessrve 

pronoun 

*5 Disencumbers 
£2 Baseba/I et al. 
44 Withered 
■55 Good-luck 
charm 

w Bologna one 
43 Ivan cr 

Alexander, e g. 

*9 Reader’s cards 
5t Roofing goop 
E3 Patron 
55 Chma. Japan, 
et al. 

£3 Ages and ages 
and ages 
6v Predatory 
jurist? 

62 Burxfleof 
cotton 

63 Lacking sense 

64 Srt-cotn equme 

65 e*- 
superpower’s 
tetters 

66 Worked on 
lawn borders 

67 Otd adages 
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1 File Raps 

2 VicmHy 

3 Perjurer 

4 Body of prey 

5 Broadway hits 

6 Duration 

7 Wapiti 
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9 Pncfcly plants 1 
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lawyers 

11 Nagging 
insects? 

12 Car 

13 Birdhouse 
nesfer 

18 Pas’ mates 
22 Guido's note 

24 Fetid 

25 Warning 

26 Gymnast 
Comaneci 

27 Amphtoian 
perches? 

29 Bivouac 

31 Beyond: pref. 

32 SDJ weapon 
35 Bring in money 
41 Image recorder 
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42 Informer 

43 Amounted to 

44 Creeks 

46 Surgery rms. 
50 Prevailing tide 

52 Exist 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MARCH 12, 1998] 


Rv Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. ~ 


ARIES' (March 21 to April 19) You ve got a mountain 
of work to do. and somebody’s pushing you to finish it. 
This is especially difficult if you’re m a one-person 
office, where there’s no one else to toss the ball to. 
You’re going to have to do it all by yourself. And even 
worse, you’re going to have to relax and enjoy it 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) There could be a sur- 
prise this morning concerning money you share with 
someone else. Perhaps the other person spent more of it 
than you thought. You probably should ask for an 
accounting, especially if that person is normally frivo- 
lous. In fact, this might be a good excuse for you to get 
control of the chequebook altogether. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If you have house- 
guests, there’s a dilemma. You want to be home with 
them, yet you have to work. Even when you do get 
home, you may find yourself talking about work. 
There’s definitely conflict between your home life and 
your career this evening. Minimise it by getting your 
priorities straight. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You’re exhibiting tal- 
ents other people didn't know you had. You may not 
have known, either. Things that had been difficult sud- 
denly seem easy this afternoon. You may have a little 
trouble this evening, however. You'd like to go far 
away, but chores are keeping you close to home. Settle 
for the chores. It is a weeknight, after all. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) If you don’t think you can 
afford to go back to school, think again. If you’d taken 
the plunge earlier, your career earning power could be 
higher. You mighr find a way now ro make the money 
school would require. Why don’t you give the college 
of your choice a call and ask what possibilities are out 
there? 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) The people who 
hold the purse strings are looking in your direction. 
They see your talent and they’re thinking of ways to put 
it to work. A co-worker also admires your organisation- 
al ability. He or she has creative talent, but sometimes 
forgets simple appointments. You don't, and that’s good 
for all concerned. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You’re trying to 
figure out bow to do something, but the solution is 
proving evasive. You just don’t have enough informa- 
tion. Do the research this morning and you'll solve the 
problem more easily tomorrow. Actually, you've 
learned a lot already. Give yourself credit for that and 
keep going. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) A friend of 
yours is under quite a bit of pressure. You might be able 
to help alleviate it You need to figure out what's going 
on. The friend’s erratic behaviour is your first clue 
something’s amiss. Offer to help with the workload. It 
will be greatly appreciated. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
want to go places you’ve never been and do things 
you've never done. You could succeed beyond your 
wildest dreams if you let these fantasies play them- 
selves out. There may be more education required, but 
that’s OK. You can do part of it in the privacy of your 
own home. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Continue 
to cram. There’s a big test coining up, and you’ll defi- 
nitely have an advantage if you’ve done the homework. 
Don’t wait until tomorrow to put your plans in place. If 
you've already got them figured out by then, you’ll be 
able to relax instead of stressing. A good trade. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) If you don't 
already have a list of your resources, this is a good day 
to compile one. Figure out what you owe, and to 
whom. Also, recalculate the value of what you own. It 
may have changed since you last looked. Focusing on 
the big picture helps you stay in control which is where 
you feel comfotable. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You may feel like 
you’re being stretched between two opposing points of 
view. One of them is your own. The other belongs to 
another strong individual. Actually, the key to your suc- 
cess may be a completely diffirent line of reasoning. 
Look to an older, more experienced person for that 
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Ifs part of my retirement plan. 
I'm prepared to live off my 
body fat if necessary ” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one toner fo each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Ministry of Finance will be fully 
responsible for all food subsidies 


** THE MINISTRY of Finance will take 
over all the operations of providing food sub- 
sidies from the Ministry of Supply, an offi- 
cial source has stressed. He indicated that the 
finance people will be subsidising sugar, rice 
and milk in addition to the bread subsidy 
which was previously handled by the Min- 
istry of Finance. The Ministry of Supply has 
previously handled the subsidies for the 


sugar, rice and milk. 

The official source said the government's 
new objective aims at limiting the subsidies 
to one ministry to save citizens time and to 
better control and organise the subsidy distri- 
bution process. He added that the mechanism 
of the distribution will remain the some and 
the change will only be in having a new min- 
istry supervising the subsidies (A1 Aswaq). 


Government allocates extra funds 
for road maintenance during 1998 


** THE GOVERNMENT has allocated 
JDI4 million for road maintenance this year, 
JD2 million more than the amount set aside 
in 1997. The Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing has informed the Jordanian Road 
Society that [he Council of Ministers has 
decided to set up a special fund for road 
maintenance. The fund, from the public and 
private sectors, will manage around JD75 


million to be collected from various fees and 
taxes to maintain roads. 

According to Abdul Fattah Touqan, presi- 
dent of the society, the Kingdom's road net- 
work stretches about 7,500 kilometres built 
at a cost of around JD2 billion. He indicated 
that in 1950 the road network was only 895 
kilometres (.Al Dusiour). 


Association of Banks adds new names to list 
of those whose cheques keep bouncing 


** THE ASSOCIATION of Banks in Jordan 
has provided its members with the names of 
793 persons who wrote cheques without hav- 
ing sufficient funds in their accounts during 
1997. Of these names, three were listed for 
misusing their credit cards. According to the 
association's 1997 annual report, the list of 
those whose cheques repeatedly bounced 


includes 5,194 names compared to 4,576 
names in 1996. 

The association refuses to reveal to the per- 
sons concerned the name of the bank which 
reported their actions. Furthermore, the asso- 
ciation has started to list the names of persons 
who are taken .to courts for not settling the 
Visa bills (Al Aswaq). 
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Government draft law to supervise saving funds 
creates uproar among private sector employees 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Plans by 
the government to 
supervise 'saving funds 
belonging to over 
150,000 private sector 
companies has generat- 
ed heavy criticism from 
firms who are threaten- 
ing to close them down. 

The draft law. pro- 
posed by the Central 
Hank of Jordan (CBJ), 
has also enraged 
employees who hold 
over JD 250 million in 
such funds — mainly 
from monthly salary 
cuts and funds held by 
firms to help guarantee 
a better future for their 
• staff. 

Under the draft legis- 
lation, which has not 
been endorsed by the 
cabinet, all saving 
funds will be placed 
under a “custodian 
bank” that will be 
named by the govern- 
ment. 

The main features of 
the draft law were dis- 
cussed during a meet- 
ing on March 1 between 
the CBJ, representa- 
tives of more than 100 
, saving funds and a gov- 


ernmental committee, 
company officials told 
the Jordan Times. 

The proposed law, 
drafted by a seven-man 
team led by CBJ senior 
official Mohammad 
Sa'eed Shahin, includes 
several points that were 
viewed by opponents as 
“discouraging saving 
process in the country 
and endangering the 
interest of more than 
150,000 private sector 
employees.” 

Tne committee 
includes representatives 
from CBJ. the Council 
of Ministers, the Min- 
istry of Finance and 
independent lawyers. 

A key controversial 
point in the draft law 
stipulates that employ- 
ees' savings will be 
subjected to income tax 
while the prevailing 
system exempted them 
from such a tax. 

The proposed law also 
suggests that loans 
taken from the saving 
fund should be repaid 
in less than two years, 
while the present law 
sets no time limit for 
repaying back such 
Joans. 

It also bans employ- 


ees from withdrawing 
their savings until they 
reach the retirement age 
— 55 for women and 
60 for men. 

The draft law calls for 
establishing a commit- 
tee, headed by a direc- 
tor, to supervise the 
new fund whose 
expenses will be shoul- 
dered by the employ- 
ees’ savings. 

It also calls for 
deducting 30 per cent 
of the savings in 
income tax if a member 
decides to withdraw 
his/her money before 
reaching retirement 
age. 

“The new draft law 
will harm the savings of 
thousands of employees 
in the country. It also 
contradicts tne coun- 
try's privatisation 
trend.” said Yassin 
Kayed, deputy director 
of the Al Quds Insur- 
ance Company. 

He tola the Jordan 
Times that Mr. Shahin 
told die March 1 gath- 
ering that the draft law 
was in line with 
“instructions from the 
International Monetary 
Fund and World Trade 
Organisation (WTO).” 


Jordan, negotiating to 
join the Geneva-based 
WTO, launched IMF- 
agreed economic 
reforms in 1989 follow- 
ing a financial crunch. 

‘‘Mr. Shahin told us 
that this draft law is a 
follow up to the eco- 
nomic restructuring 
programme laid down 
by the world financial 
institutions.” Mr. 
Kayed added. 

But Arabic daily Al 
Ra’i newspaper quoted 
CBJ Governor Ziad 
Fariz as saying 
Wednesday that the 
new draft law was pro- 
posed to safeguard 
these savings from mis- 
management. 

He was apparently 
referring to an ongoing 
investigation into 
alleged* embezzlement 
at a savings fund run by 
the Medical Associa- 
tion. 

“The draft law was 
prepared to organise 
investments of these 
saving funds and shield 
them from dangers,” 
Dr. Fariz said. 

Dr. Fariz denied that 
the draft law was in 
response to demands by 
international monetary 
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PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY ' S NAME 


346.000 250.000 


ARAB BANK 
JOR- NATIONAL BX. 

MID. EAST IHV.BX. 
INDUSTRIAL DEV. BA- 
THE HOGSING BX. 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
JOR. GULF BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
JOR. XXV. PIN. BANK/NEW 
BEIT- AL— MAL (BEXTNA) 


VALUE OPEN CLOSE CHANGE 
TRADED PRICE PRICE 
JD 

13580 340.00 339.50 . 50- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 236.02 *C8Gi -0.18 


S 2.300 1.200 BOLT LAND IKSUR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 123.04 *CHC= -0.21 
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JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.9 

4.85 

HIMKH MINERALS 

55.6 

0.00 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

JORDAN XNTL.TRAD. 

20.0 

0.00 

ALBA’ I 

9.4 

6.49 

ARAB lNTL.HtV.EDUC. 

11.0 

1.81 

ZARXA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 121.34 *CMJ= *0.63 


4.450 

2.690 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.9 

3.73 

7.050 

5.620 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

15.1 

3.09 

11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. REFINARY 

10.4 

8.31 

2.490 

1.250 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGR. 

9 

0.00 

5.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARH. KANT. 

L4.8 

3.72 

7.200 

2.200 

JOT. CERAMIC IND. 

4.3 

4.76 

1.420 

.770 

RAFZA INDUSTRIES 

9 

0.00 

6.350 

4.400 

MR ATJAWA DV.XNV. 

15.3 

3.99 

.600 

.400 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

10.6 

0.00 

1.140 

.660 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

9 

0.00 

.640 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

.990 

.370 

INTERNED . PBTRO . CHEH. 

9 

0.00 

.750 

.500 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

2.320 

1.380 

DNIV.CHEM. INDS . 

14.4 

6.25 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE HZRE.MFAC 

29.6 

0.00 

.790 

.530 

JOR. SDLPBO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

1.S60 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM.CHZM. 

17.7 

5.04 

1.680 

.810 

UNIV. MOTH. INDS. 

P 

.21 

1.410 

.690 

JOR . IHDS . RESOURCES 

10.9 

12.35 

1.620 

1.350 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.2 

4.64 

1.030 

.810 

JOR. NEH CABLE CO. 

18.9 

0.00 

1.880 

1.290 

EL -ZAY READY HEAR 

49.6 

0.00 

1.250 

1.080 

IKTL- TOBACCO 
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0.00 

1.220 

.860 
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JORDAN STEEL 
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.620 .360 ARAB FIN. INVEST. 9 

N 1.000 .720 AL-SKARQ XNV. CO. P 

1.000 .850 ARAB JOT. INVEST. CO. 17.0 

.470 .240 ARAB XNTL.XNV.TRD. 35.7 

.750 .360 NATL. MULT- ENG. KAMI OO g 

.690 .580 HID EAST PHARH- 90* E 

1.500 .860 UNION TOBACCO 75* g 

.730 .550 RA2I PHARH. E 

.460 .240 INDS. ENG. 9 

.830 .530 INDS. CERAMIC 14.2 

N .950 .550 ADVANCED PHARMA. ZND. B 

.740 .490 NATL. POULTRY E 

■ .950 .470 OPTICAL* HEARING 75* E 

K 1.000 .660 KAT.ALOMrKXUH. 75* 94.6 

1.100 .720 -ARAB XVI. FOOT FACT. 54.9 

N 1.000 .750 EKBAL PRINT CO. 75* E 

GRAND TOTAL 

i =EJMrT=nr^= rain = 

I : Maw 12 month* high 
* i Now 12 months low 

S : Stock dividend during the past 12 months 
tf i Listed during the past 12 months 
P : P/E ratio is 100 or more 
g : Negative P/E 

E : Earning is zero or N/A far ths moat recent year 
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institutions, but said the 
government “had bene- 
fited from world 
experts to formulate the 
draft law.” 

He stressed the pro- 
posed legislation will 
be “subjected to 
debate” by the general 
assemblies of saving 

funds across Jordan 
"before it is sent to the 
Council of Ministers 
(for approval).” 

The new Jaw will only 
take effect after parlia- 
ment endorses it and 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein issues a Royal 
Decree enacting it. 

“The CBJ will not be 
the party to maintain 
control over these 
funds— A committee 
will supervise them,” 
Dr. Fariz added. 

Many companies said 
they were seriously 
considering plans to 
dissolve tfieir funds to 
safeguard the interests 
of tfieir employees. 

“The proposed draft 
law is unacceptable.” 
said Jameel Wreikat, a 
senior official at the 
Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company 

(JPMC), partly owned 
by the government. 

“And if the govern- 
ment insists on enacting 
the law. I think we will 
have no option but to 
dissolve the JPMC 
fund, which holds JD7 
million.” added Mr. 
Wreikat. 

He said saving funds 
were “voluntarily-run” 
by workers and employ- 
ers. 

“The draft law will 
add more expenses to 
run the new fund which 
will be deducted from 
savings of members." 
Jvlr. Wreikat said. 

“We ’receive telephone 
calls every' minute from 
our 'employees request- 
ing their savings back. 
Everybody is frightened 
from' the proposed law,” 
Mr. Wreikat added. 

Hisham Muslamani. 
in charge of the Jordan 
Potash "Company (JPC) 
saving fund, said “the 
new law contradicts the 
present law in letter and 
spirit.” 

"Our employees are 
allowed to withdraw 
their savings after five 
years of work with the 
company. This matter 
will come to an end and 
their ability to take 
loans from the fund will 
be restricted." said Mr. 
Muslamani. 

He said many 
employees wanted to 

f et their savings back 
ecause of fear that the 
“government will put 
its grip on their sav- 
ings?' 

Other spokesmen for 
private firms who were 
contacted by the Jordan 
Times said ’that general 
assemblies of their sav- 
ing funds were expecred 
to"hold meetings to dis- 
cuss die draft law. 

“The general trend in 
these firms is that if the 
government insisted on 
its plan, then the best 
thing to do will be to 
dissolve the saving 
funds and give the 
money back to the 
employees." added Mr. 
Kayed. 
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fax. 962 - 6-4611068 
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20%OFF K ?°1 A 
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5667171 EXT. 223 
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Tyson launches second suit 


against former managers 


LOS ANGELES (AFPi — 
Mike Tyson, boring's cash 
cow who reportedly is on 
ihe verge of financial ruin, 
has lodged a SI 00 million 
law suit here against his for- 
mer managers John Home 
and Rory Holloway for 
allegedly cheating him. 

Tyson's action against the 
duo mirrors last week's 
action in New York when he 
‘.ued his longtime promoter 
Don Ring for more than 
SIM) million for also 
allegedly cheating him of 
mi I linns. 

The 31-vear-old former. 


world heavyweight champi- 
on holds Horne and 
Holloway responsible for 

persuading him in 1992 
while he was in prison, 
ser.ing a five year sentence 
for rape of which he com- 
pleted three years before 
being released on parole, to 
hand o\er exclusive rights 
to Ring. 

He claims he lost millions 
of dollars and that he had 
not realised that the agree- 
ment handed his two man- 
agers 20 per cent of his 
earnings while King 
received 30 per cent. 

Tv son. who has complete- 
ly reorganized his profes- 
sional life in the last month 



Mike Tvson 


alleged in his suit against 
the extravagantly hairstyled 
King that the promoter has 


cheated him out of millions 
of dollars since 1986. 
Reportedly facing a S7 


million tax payment. Tyson 
recently formed Mike Tyson 
Enterprises and hired enter- 
tainment lawyer Jerry Wald. 
He has established ties to 
longtime manager Shelly 
Finkel and reportedly has 
contacted retired basketball 
superstar Magic Johnson in 
an advisory - capacity. 

Currently suspended for 
biting the ears of champion 
Evander Holy field in a 
heavyweight title bout last 
summer. Tyson is scheduled 
to make an appearance at 
Wrestlemania on March 29 
and has appeared on World 
Wrestling Federation tele- 
casts in the last month. 

He reportedly is receiving 
S3 million for his associa- 
tion with the WWE. 

While Tyson has said that 
he is not broke, the suit 
alleges that King has 
defrauded the former cham- 
pion of more than 100 mil- 
lion accumulated over his 
star-crossed career. 

Tyson became the 
youngest heavyweight 
champion in history at the 
age of 20 when he knocked 
out Trevor Berbick in the 
second round of a World 
Boxing Council title fight 
on November 22. 1986. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Argentina beat Bulgaria 2-0 


' Bl'ENOS AIRES ( AFPi — Gabriel Batistuta celebrated 
hi* recall to the Argentina vide by opening the scoring in 
> a 2-0 w in over Bulgaria in a World Cup warm-up match 

• here Tuesday. Claudio Lopez, who plays for Valencia in 
i Spain, got the second four minutes from time against a 
! Bulgarian side reduced to 10 men from the 72nd minute 
: when Emil Kostudinov was sent off by Uruguayan refer- 
I ee Gustavo Mendez for a bad foul on Argentina’s Napoli 
; defender Roberto Ayala. The 28-year-old Batistuta who 
! sot art Italian'' Seria - A record scoring 26 gtaol^for 
; Fiorentina in 1995. had been out of favour with Argentina 

national coach . Daniel Passarella for the last . year. 

• Argentina have been drawn in Group H for France 98 
with World Cup newcomers Japan. Jamaica and Croatia. 

; Bulgaria are in Group D with Spain. Nigeria and 

• Paraguay. 


Bordeaux scrape through to final 


BORDEAUX i AFPi — Bordeaux scraped through to the 
French League Cup final 4-2 on penalties over Auxerre 
here on Tuesday after the match ended 1-1 after extra- 
time — they will play either Paris Saint Germain or Lens, 
who play on Thursday, in the final. In a scrappy dour 
match Bordeaux took the lead in the 98th minute with a 
superb 25 yard freekick by Brazilian defender Paulo 
Sergio Gralak. only for Auxerre to level four minutes later 
through French international Bernard Diomede. The 28- 
yct-r-'tj j Gralak ’s effort beat the despairing dive of ‘keep- 
er Lionel Charbonnier in his right hand comer while 
Di- rr.ede. who hud had a quiet match by bis standards up 
"o' thin, go* free inside the area controlled the ball and 
7- ::: Jed the bull past Ullrich Rame w ith his left foot. 


Villa sign Chilean star 


SANTIAGO <AFP> — English Premiership side Aston 
X i;:i« are '•et to sign Chilean international midfielder Jose 
Lai 1 - Sierra for 82 million it was announced here on 
Tuc-day The 29-year-old Coin Colo playmaker. who 
impressed during Chile's 2-0 win over fellow World Cup 
fin;:!:--!.' England in last month's friendly particularly the 
Afi yard p:i\- that set up Manrelo Sala>‘> fir>t goal, said it 
■"■a* an opportunity he could not refuse. "I am delighted 
and as my ace it is unlikely I would receive another offer 
like lha!.*‘ Sierra s-jjJ. 


Italian minister pushes ahead 
with anti-foreigner plan 


ROME (AFPi — Italy's Deputy Prime Minister Walter 
Velrroni claimed on Tuesday he was gathering European 
support for his bid to slash the number of foreign play- 
ers in national championships. 

Laws on the free circulation of workers means that 
soccer clubs in the European Union can currently recruit 
as many EU nationals as they wish, plus several non-EU 
.players (up to five in the Sene A». , 

Veltronl is lobbying to have a maximum of five far- 
f eigners per club, whatever their country of origin, and 
claims that his wish to defend his national footballing 
culture is shared by ministers elsewhere in ihe EU. 

“It’s not going to be easy, but it's the road to follow." 
he said on Tuesday. 

The deputy premier said he would meet EU commis- 
sion president Jacques Santer. along with three key com- 
missioners — Marcelino Oreja 1 sport 1. Karel Van Mien 
(competition) and Padraig Flynn (social affairs) — to 
discuss his proposal in Brussels in early April. 

Veltroni. who is also Italy's sports and culture minis- 
ter. added: “I will be in Paris next week to discuss our 
new cultural initiatives and during that time I will be 
meeting the French sports minister * Marie-George 
Buffet;, who has already agreed with our proposal for a 
limit of five foreigners. 

“So it could work... and I want at least to have my con- 
science clear by try ing to see this through to the end. in 
the interest of young players.” 

In Italy. Veltroni enjoys the unqualified support of 
every interest group in the game — federation, coaches, 
players union and League. 

AH are anxious to avoid a situation where young 
Italians have no chance of making the grade in the Serie 
A because of competition from foreign imports, now- 
estimated at anywhere between 120 to 140. 

Only six Serie A dubs — all of whom arc lying in or 
around the relegarion zone — currently have five for- 
eigners or less; Piacenza, who operate an Italians-only 
policy. Vicenza. Empoli. A ta Santa. Boicgna and Napoli. 




Yankees center- ficklcr LWl/c' 

jfy Rnjais shortstop l r!it M*tj 
^fhiit League exhibition gjsvu 


Chicago Bulls’ Michael Jordan gets a shot off over Miami Heats’ Vashon Lenard during the first period of 
their NBA game at the United Centre (Reuters photo) 


NBA STANDINGS 


[WASHINGTON (AFP) — National Basketball 

Association results and standings after Tuesday’s games. 
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England sets out its case for 2006 — welcoming the world of football to the home of football 


PROFESSION \LIS\1 and passion arc 
the comcMorii.*- of England's bid to 
ho-t ihe World Cup in 2906 and are vet 
r,u: ;n a brochure published by 
England'-, campaign The case empha- 
sise' :he unrivalled and modem facili- 
ties in English football, the unique 
arm-j-phere at top stadiums and the 
c\ tensive expertise in running a major 
tournament combined with England's 
s-rnr.g history and tradition in the 
game. 

Key components of the case ser out in 
the brochure are: 

• England is the home of football and 
the birthplace of the modern game. It i> 
the eountr. fans from ail over the world 


want to visit and where many interna- 
tional stars have chosen to play and 
live: 

■ EURO 96 was an outstanding suc- 
cess. England proved it can stage a 
major international tournament. It was 
trouble free, well organised and had :: 
great atmosphere: 

• England’s grounds are now the 
finest in the world with around £60Q 
million having been spent on them in 
recent years. They have excellent facil- 
ities and are also world famous foot- 
balling shrines for millions of fans; 

• Wembley — the Venue of Legends 
— is about to be rebuilt at a cost of 
£220 million and will be the finest 


modern football stadium in the world. 
It is the venue where every great foot- 
baller wants to play: 

* The grounds create a unique atmos- 
phere as there are no fences and the 
crowd is cios-a ;o the action, playing an 
important pan in the game: 

• England :> high on the list of inter- 
national tour. st destinations. Visitors 
can move around the country easily and 
take m historical, cultural and shopping 
vNit-. aiong the way. 

The campaign has the full backing of 
the Prime Minister Tony Blair and his 
government and major British busi- 
nesse* are preparing to endorse the bid. 

Sir Babb*. Chariton CBE. Geoff 


Hurst MBE and Gary Lineker OBE 
ha\e been signed up as ambassadors 
for the campaign and thousands of 
football fans in England and abroad 
have already backed the bid. 

Commenting on the launch of the 
brochure Alec McGivan. Director of 
the World Cup 2006 campaign, said: 
“There has never been a belter time for 
England m bid for the World Cup. 
English football is once again a good 
news story. Support is at an ail time 
high, with more than 22 million people 
watching League football every season 
and over 130 international stars playing 
in the FA Premier League. 

“It is the combination of profession- 


alism and passion that best sums up 
what England can give to the World 
Cup. We have top" quality grounds, 
including, soon, a new state of the art 
national stadium, and match organisa- 
tion and security second to" none. 
Coming from the home of football, this 
bid is unique. 

“Our aim is 10 inform the world of 
football of the excellence behind our 
bid. We acknowledge the highly com- 
petitive nature of the campaign but. 
FIFA, we want what is best for football 
and for football to be the winner. That 
means choosing the best country to 
stage football’s biggest event. We are 
"ure that the many "strengths of English 


football, on and off the pitch, will make 
our bid the best in the world." 

Prime Minister, Blair, writing in the 
brochure, said: “Britain approaches the 
Millennium with a renewed sense of 
purpose, and with high hopes for the 
^ lur ?\ ^ believe that our country has 
the vision, the enthusiasm and the com- 
mitment to host an excellent World Cup 
in 2006. 

Our commitment to sport is unri- 
valled. Since 1990 we have invested, as 
a nation, over £1.8 billion in facilities, 
with a host of bold initiatives still to 
come.The government therefore sup- 
ports England’s World Cup bid whole- 
hearted! v.” 
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NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and his group 
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Beckenbauer 

swings 

behind 

Trapattoni 

MUNICH (AFP) — Bayern 
Munch's Italian coach 
Giovanni Trapattoni’s attack 
on several of the club’s stars 
received unequivocal support 
from dub president Ruiz 
Beckenbauer here on Tuesday 
— hours after the former 
German national coach had 
criticised him for being soft 
on the players. 

The 52-year-old 

Beckenbauer, who won the 
1974 Worid Cup as a player 
and coached Germany to die 
1990 ride, said that the Italian 
was completely justified in 
delivering his astonishingly 
brutal attack. 

“He (Trapanani) has ray 
support 100 per cent He is 
completely right to criticise 
the players,” Beckenbauer 
said. 

Trapattoni, who is currently 
in his second spell at the club 
and won the championship 
last season, exploded at a pre- 
training press conference 
when he was informed that 
Beckenbauer had said be was 
too nice and should be harder 
with the players. 

Trapattoni, who is the most 
successful Italian dub coach 
of all rime having coached 
Juventus to the 1977 UEFA 
Cup, die 1984 Cup Winners’ 
Cup and the 1985 European 
Cup to add to seven league 
titles, also laid into three of 
his players ‘Super’ Mario 
Basler, Mehmet Scholl and 
Thomas Strunz. 


Sr* Sampras cruises; Kafelnikov, 
ciub treble Chang out of Champions Cup 


historic 
club treble 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Egypt are well posi- 
tioned to create history by 
becoming the first country 
to win the three African 
club competitions in the 
same year. 

Al Ahii, back after a self- 
imposed, four-year exile, 
look the team to beat in the 
Champions League, 
l$ mailia rank among the 
Cup Winners Cup 
favourites and Zamalek 
stand out in the CAF Cup 
field. 

Should the trio triumph, 
Egypt would be the undis- 
puted continental football 
power as they already hold 
the Nations Cup and junior 
championship trophies. 

Hossam Hassan, leading 
Nations Cup scorer with 
South African sensation 
Benni McCarthy, spear- 
heads the Al Ahli attack 
and twin brother Ibr ahim 
operates in defence. 

Opponents Coffee of 
Ethiopia, who s lamm ed 
eight goals past - Saint 
Michel United from the 
Seychelles in a preliminary 
tie, will find scoring far 
more difficult in Addis 
Ababa on March 22. 

With 13 tides since 1984, 
North African clubs are 
expected to dominate a 
competition given a facelift 
last year with the introduc- 
tion of prize money while 
the quarter and semi-finals 
were scrapped in favour of 
mini-leagues. 

Holders Raja Casablanca 
of Morocco launch their 
defence at modest Mogas 
90 of Benin, Etoile : du 
Sahel of Tunisia visit 
Kamsar of Gu inea and 
Algerian outfit CS 
Constantine face Douanes 
in Senegal. 

Former African champi- 
ons Esperance of Tunisia 
and Wydad Casablanca and 
USMA of Algeria and 
Ismailia could reach the 
Cup Winners Cup semi- 
finals if they dodge each 
other in preceding rounds. 

Esperance host Stacie 
Malien of Mali, USMA 
entertain Hawks of 
Gambia, Ismailia confront 
Red Sea of Eritrea and 
Wydad received a bye 
when Senegal withdrew. 

Zamalek, whose line-up 
includes outstanding goal- 
keeper Nader al-Sayed and 
defender Medhat Hady, 
who shackled McCarthy in 
the Nations Cup final, 
make their CAF Cup debut 
in Kenya against Gor 
Mahia. 


INDIAN WELLS (AFP) 
— Pete Sampras, io his 
100th straight week atop 
the world rankings, cruised 
into the third round of the 
Champions Cup Tuesday 
with a straight-set victory 
over Todd Martin. 

Sampras served 16 aces, 
including three in the final 
game of the 6-1, 7-5 victo- 
ry to line up a third-round 
clash with former World 
No. 1 Thomas Muster of 
Austria, who beat 15 th- 
seeded Frenchman Cedric 
Pioline 4-6. 6-3, 6-4. 

Australia's U.S. Open 
champion Pat Rafter, the 
third seed, had to fight a 
little harder for a 7-5, 5-7, 
6-4 victory over South ‘ 
African Wayne Ferreira. 

And fourth-seeded 
Russian Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov fell at his first 
hurdle, losing in straight 
sets to Czech Bohdan 
Ulihrach 6-3, 6-3. 

Ulihrach is the same 
player who stopped 
Sampras in the second 
round here last year en 
route to a runner-up finish 
to Michael Chang. 

Chang, the eighth seed, 
withdrew on Tuesday night 
before playing a match 
with a sprained left knee 
suffered in practice last 
week. 

That made Sampras' task 
of re gainin g the title he 
won in 1994 and 1995 look 
just a little easier. 

Since those two wins. 
Sampras has lost in the 
quarters and the second 
round here. 

This year, he came early 
to adjust to the thin desert 
air, and changed the strings 
on his racquet to improve 
his control. 

“I string my racquets 
very tight, very thin gut," 
he said. “The last couple of 
years, the ball really seems 
to fly here. This year l*m 
using kind of a thicker 
gauge ... got here a little 
early on Friday to get used 
to the conditions. It was 
very frustrating losing here 
so early the way I played 
against Ulihrach last year.” 
Sampras had little trou- 
ble from Martin. His lone 
poor service game yielded 
Martin's only break, in the 
fourth game of the second 
set. That put the set back 
on serve, after Sampras 
broke Martin in the open- 
ing game. 

“He hit a couple of good 
returns, I double faulted.” 
Sampras said of that game. 
“He seemed to put his 
game together at that point. 

“But even though he 
broke me back, I still felt 
like I was hitting the ball 
well, I was controlling the 
points. I felt really, really 
good, really confident out 
there.” 

Rafter just felt relieved. 

“I can’t recall serving 
that badly in the first two 
sets,” he said. “That's as 


r APARTMENT FOR RENT A 

A brand new fully furnished appartment in prime location 
in Amman, suitable for diplomatic family, super deluxe fin- 
ishing, private entrance with a garden and garage, 3 bed- 
rooms, 3 bathrooms. 

For more Information call Tel.: 5523400 or 845740 
. from 10:00 to 4:00 for 3 days j 


Cant?* Diturai Franks Dans le cadre des Joum6es 
y m s? de la Francophonie ft Amman 
^ „ A m organis6es conjointement par 

les Ambassades de 
Bulgaria, Canada, Confederation Helv6tique, Egypte, 
France, Li ban, Maroc, Roumanie et Tunisie 
en collaboration avec la Municipalit6 du Grand Amman 

Le Centre Culture! Frangais 
etde Cooperation Linguistique d 1 Amman 

a le plaisfr de vous invtter &: 


SaiahSTETIE: Francophome, languedesamres 
Gaston CHERPELLOD: Presentation liudraire 


Samedi 14 Mars 

18h30 

Conftrence 

Lundi 16 Mars 

18h30 

Coaf&ence 

Maxdi 17 Mars 



Vendredi 20 Mars 

lOttOO 

Concours 


17h00 

Vernissage 


l&bOO 

Cofiftrew* 


*Lc flcuve aox grandes caux” de Fr6d6ric BACK 
"Diva de Jean- Jacques BEINEDC 


Diva de Jean- Jacques BEINEIX 
Exposition des dessins d‘enfams: 

Illustration de comes francophones 

Remise des [nix aux g&gn&nts 

Exposition de pastels: dessins et toiles par 

1 ‘artiste pdntre Raul DE GOBERT 

Conference sur un projet de fresquc raurale i Amman 

oar! artiste Paul DE OOBERT 


Pour tout autre renseignement ttiephoner au CCCL: T61. 46 37 009 - 46 36 445 



Pete Sampras 




Yevgeny Kafelnikov 

badly as 1 ever served. I 
wasn't volleying that great, 
returning, no. I've returned 
a lot better than that. 

“From the ground it was 
OK, that’s not where I win 
my points. I think all ray 
strengths were just a little 
bit off at the moment." 

If Rafter was relieved, 
Ulihrach was plain sur- 
prised by the easy time he 
had against Kafelnikov. 


The Russian World No. 4 
had a slim chance of chal- 
lenging Sampras for the 
World No. I ranking in the 
weeks to come, since he 
had no points to defend 
after missing the first three 
months of last year with a 
broken finger. 

“Of course I was sur- 
prised ” Ulihrach said. 
“He’s in big shape, he has 
good chance to become No 


1, he won in London two 
weeks ago.” 

After playing in Doha in 
January, Ulihrach was laid 
out with a virus for three 
weeks. His two match wins 
here have already doubled 
his total for the year, but he 
virtually ended 

Kafelnikov’s chances of 
catching Sampras. 

T was playing unbeliev- 
able from beginning to 
end," he said. “The condi- 
tions were perfect, sunny, 
no wind, no shadows. It 
was fantastic." 

Second-round action 
continues, with Australian 
Open champion Petr 
Korda, the second seed, 
opening his campaign 
against Australian Scott 
Draper in the night session. 

Unseeded Andre Agassi, 
fresh from a win in 
Scottsdale, will meet 
Spain’s Sergi Bruguera in 
the second round, while 
Ecuadoran lucky loser 
Nicolas Lapentti will step 
in for Chang and take on 
Zimbabwe's Wayne Black. 


WANTED 

An unfurnished 
one-bedroom 
apartment in 
West Amman 
Please Call 
Hazem 
079-43437 
861805 


Study in Canada 1998 
Loyalist College, 
Belleville, Ontario, Canada 



'OvntfP 


Is one of the top Colleges in Canada 

Has a beautiful campus in a small city located between Montreal and 

Toronto 

Safe, welcoming environment for international students 
- Residence accommodation available for international students 

Qualified graduates have the option to link directly to university degree 

studies with advanced standing 

Has Jordanian learners presently enrolled 

Programmes begin in September 1998 

Over 40 programmes to choose from including: 
Architectural/Civil Engineering Technician 
Construction/Survey Engineering Technician 
Electronfc/ComputerEngineering Technician 
Environmental/Chemical Technology 
Business Administration 
Small Business Office Automation 
Information Systems 
Recreation Leadership 
Developmental Service Worker 
Early Childhood Education 
Social Service Worker 
Travel and Tourism 
Hotel and Restaurant Management 
Photojournalism 
English as a Second Language 


Applicants without TOEFL can be tested for English skills on March 21st, 1998 
and may be granted immediate acceptance to Loyalist College based upon the 
results of these tests. 

Applicants who have documentation of a TOEFL score of 500 or more may also 
be granted immediate acceptance to Loyalist College by March 23rd, 1998. 

The Next Step 

Find out more about Loyalist College by visiting our representatives at the 
Amman Marriott Hotel on Sunday, March 15th and Monday, March 16th, 1998 
between 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 


Beverlie Dietze, Coordinator of International Studies will be pleased to 
discuss Loyalist College with you. Telephone: 613-969-1913, Ext 414, 
Fax: 613-962-1376, E-mail: dietze @loyaiistc.on.ca. 
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Iraq says U.S. impeding U.N. deal 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq on 
Tuesday accused the United 
Stales of blocking contracts 
under its oU-for-food deal with 
the United Nations. 

"Three months have passed 
since the end of phase two of 
die memorandum of under- 
standing... and there arc still 21 
contracts suspended by the 
U.S. representative at the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee," an 
Iraqi trade ministiy source to/d 
the official Iraqi news agency 
tINAJ. 

"Despite the fact that the 
contracts concluded with for- 
eign firms are clear and the 
materials, listed are checked 
and endorsed by the U.N. sec- 
retary-general, the U.S. repre- 
sentative ai the Sanctions 
Committee is creating pretexts 
to suspend them, claiming that 


they need further information 
about the contracts." the source 
added. 

The United Nations has pm- 
posed that Iraq's oil-fbr-food 
deaL which allows it to sell 52 
billion worth of oil every six 
months and use some of the 
proceeds to buy food and med- 
icine. be expanded to S5.256 
billion every six months. 

Baghdad "says this would still 
nor allow enough humaniiori- 
an supplies to reach ordinary 
Iraqis suffering under sanc- 
tions imposed by the United 
Nations after Iraq occupied 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Iraq has said that it can any- 
way pump only $4 billion 
worth of oil every' six months 
because its sanctions-hit oil 
facilities needed to be repaired 

U.N. Secretary -General Kofi 


Annan is sending a technical 
team to Iraq on Thursday to 
check Iraq soil facilities. 

The trade ministry source 
said tire U.S. had put other con- 
tracts on hold on the ground 
that the final beneficiary 
should be pinpointed, the bod- 
ies receiving them should be 
known, and means of distribut- 
ing them should be made clear 
to the U.N. observers. 

Iraq has voiced reservations 
about the oU-for-food pro- 
gramme. saying it is a poor 
substitute for lifting sanctions, 
and insisting on its right to set 
spending priorities. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Said 
A1 Sahhaf on Monday met Mr. 
Annan in New York at the start 
of a week of talks on the new 
oil-for-food programme. 

He then saw die new U.N. 


Deputy Secretary-General 
Louise Frectene of Canada, 
who win now be in charge of 
die programme. U.N. 
spokesman Fred Eckhard said. 

The new- programme cannot 
begin until apian is worked out 
for distributing goods, the 
main purpose of Mr. Sahhaf s 
negotiations. 

In a letter to the Security 
Council last month. Ml 
S ahhaf rejected key pans of the 
new programme — specific 
categories designated by the 
United Nations of how much 
Iraq should spend for food, 
medicine, water, education, 
electricity repairs and other 
sectors. 


U.S. to deport Iraqis working 
with CIA to overthrow Saddam 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Six Iraqis who were brought 
here in 1996 after participat- 
ing in failed CIA-backed 
ploLS to overthrow Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
may be deported back to Iraq. 
The New York Tunes said 
Wednesday. 

Kept in a California jail, the 
six men were declared a 
threat to U.S. national securi- 
ty on Monday by a federal 
immigration judge, who 
determined they could be 
returned to Iraq, where 
according to their lawyers 
they could face execution. 

The court ruling passed 
Monday declaring the six 
Iraqis “a danger to the nation- 
al security of the United 
Stares" was so secret that the 
defendants' lawyers were not 
allowed to read it. 


Besides protesting their 
deportation to a likely death 
— in Iraq they are considered 
traitors — the suspects said 
the United States offered 
them refuge when the two 
CIA plots against President 
Hussein failed. 

But when they arrived here, 
they said, they were promptly 
locked up inside an immigra- 
tion prison in California 
where they have languished 
ever since. 

"We came to this land legal- 
ly, on account of the U.S. 
government, and they put us 
in a jail." said Ali" Yassin 
Mohammad Karim, who 
worked for the Iraqi Congress 
in northern Iraq. 

Their lawyers complain that 
because of answers too secret 
to discuss in open court, they 
were not allowed to read the 


judge's ruling or cross-exam- 
ine Federal Bureau of 
Investigations agents who 
testified against their clients. 

The Iraqis said they had 
worked with two resistance 
groups in Iraq which received 
tens of millions of dollars 
from the CIA to undermine 
President Hussein. 

When the secret plots col- 
lapsed in mid- 1996. the six 
men along with 600 other 
Iraqis fled to Turkey and were 
later evacuated to Guam, then 
brought to California where 
they were imprisoned. 

Last year, they told the 
daily, they were falsely 
accused of being Iraqi spies, 
charges they attributed to 
infighting among the mem- 
bers of the Iraqi resistance. 


U.S. military begins anthrax 
shots for troops in Gulf 


WASHINGTON <Ki — The 
U.S. military on Tuesday 
began inoculating nearly 
40.000 troops in the Gulf 
against deadly anthrax, begin- 
ning with those in Saudi 
.Arabia and Bahrain, the 
Defence Department said. 

Pentagon spokesman Ken 
Bacon said the series of slx 
shots over 18 months had 
begun on orders from U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen and that tie expected 
shots for navy forces on war- 
ships and army troops in 
Kuwait would betrin on March 


Tne United States accuses 
Iraq of having developed 
anthrax cattle disease into a 
biological weapon that could 
be mounted on artillery shells 
or '-■prayed from aircraft. The 
are considered more 
than 95 per cent likely to cause 
death if inhaled by unprotected 
humans. 

“We anticipate that the first 
round of shots will be complet- 
ed by the end of the month." 
Mr. Bacon told reporters. 

Tne Pentagon said the U.S. 
aircraft carrier John S tennis 


would enter the Gulf in the 
next day or so to replace the 
carrier George Washington, 
which will head back to the 
United Slates. The carrier 
Independence is also in the 
Gulf. 

Mr. Bacon said the arrival of 
the Slennis. the navy’s newest 
aircraft carrier, and its support 
ships would push U.S. forces 
in the region to more than 
40.1X0 until the George 
Washington departed this 
month. 

He told reporters that suc- 
cessful and unhindered inspec- 
tions by U.N. weapons teams 
in Iraq in recent days were "a 
very positive development.” 
but '•rre , —ed the work was far 
from done. 

Mr. Bacon void Iraq still hod 
not answered major question* 
about its chemical and biologi- 
cal weapons programme, fail- 
ing u< provide proof it had 
destroy sd missile warheads 
believ sd to contain both chem- 
ical and biological agents. 

He told reporter* itie United 
Stales had asked other coun- 
tries in the region to help crock 
down on the smuedinu of oil 


and other goods out of Iraq in 
defiance of a U.N. embargo. 
An estimated SIS million to 
$20 million in illegal goods 
were smuggled out each 
month, most of it oil, Mr. 
Bacon said. 

He said it was difficult for 
U.S. or other Western warships 
to stop the traffic because 
much of the smuggling took 
place in Iranian waters. 

Mr. Bacon said the United 
States had asked countries 
such as Turkey and Jordan to 
bolster their defences against 
smuggling and had asked 
states in the Gulf to provide 
ports where Western warships 
might lake vessels i-eized for 
smuggling. 

"One of the problems is that 
after they capture a ship, they 
hav e to find a port to bring h in 
to so they can seize the goods 
and get rid of them." he said. 

"Secondly, we’re working 
with countries in the area to 
make sure that they bolster 
their anti -smuggling defences 
so that it will be more difficult 
for these ships to find places to 
unload and sell their carro.” 


Hindu nationalists face major hitch 
as wrangling delays power bid 


NEW DELHI (.AFP l — 
Hindu nationalist hopes of 
coming to power in India hit a 
major hitch here Wednesday 
a** the party foiled to produce 
'■documentary proof’ that it 
could form a stable coalition. 
officials said. 

The right-wing BJP 

' Bharatiya Janata Party. 

Indian People's Party) and its 
dozen allies spent the day 
kicked in talks, trying to win 
enough support for their 
coalition following inconclu- 
sive February -March elec- 
tions. 

Party- leader Atal Bshuri 
Vajpayee, invited to form a 
government by the Indian 
president on condition that he 
could ensure stability, 
remained out of sight 
Wednesday us the negotia- 
tions dragged on. 

Officials said Mr. 

Vajpayee's visit to the presi- 
dential palace, expected 
Wednesday, had been put off. 

“Vajpayee is not going to 
meet Narayanan today." a 
Vajpayee aide said. 

A presidential spokesman, 
meanwhile, told .AFP: “We 


have so far not received any 
request from Vajpayee for an 
appointment." 

The BJP and its dozen dis- 
parate allies are hoping In 
form a gov eminent following 
staggered polb oh.vh ended 

lost w-.vL leaving a badly - 
fragmented parliament. 

They are better placed than 
their rivals to come to power 
but stil! need to win over 
minor parties and indepen- 
dent* u» their camp. 

Mr. Vajpayee. 7 i . wa> invit- 
ed Tuesday to form a govern- 
ment 

Bui Inditm Pre*-i dertf K.R. 
Narayanan, worried about the 
country’s political instability 
which has led to fo e govern- 
ments within '.wm years, 
demanded proof a nationalist 
coalition could survive. 

The BJP. accused by critics 
of being sectarian and a threat 
to India's secular constitution, 
and Us supporters' emerged 
from the polls as the largest 
bloc but fell just short of a 
majority in the 545-seat par- 
liament 

The BJP is hoping to form a 
majority government lor the 


first time. 

BJP spokesman Venkish 
Naidu remained defiant 
Wednesday, telling .AFP: 
"With the support of post-peti 
allies our tallv will reach 
262." 

He said if some parties 
abstained, the BJP-led block 
would be able to w in a confi- 
dence vote. 

Hr added: "We will be able 
to provide a stable govern- 
ment and also prove :t> 
majority on the floor of the 
house." 

Indian shares, however, 
took a beating Wednesday. 
The 30-shares Bombay Stock 
Exchange sensitive index, the 
cviuntry's main \;«vkmarkei. 
dropped 46.45 points, or 1.22 
per cent to 3. 75 1 .SO points. 

Stockbrokers said the mar- 
ket wa» concerned about the 
incoming government’s 
prospects. 

India has had a caretaker 
government since November. 
Earlier this month economic 
growth forecasts for the fiscal 
to March 1998 were scaled 
down from seven to five per- 
cent. 


Dubai bans 
women 
from cafes 
serving 
waterpipes 


DUBAI (R) — UAE member 
Dubai has banned women 
from cafes serving waterpipes 
because they have become 
"places for imm o ral activi- 
ties." the emirate's police 
chief said in remarks pub- 
lished on Wednesday. 

Major General Dhahi 
Khalfan Tamim said the regu- 
lation. which took effect on 
Thursday , was part of a broad- 
er move restricting the opera- 
tions of "shisha" (waierpipe) 
cafes. 

Dubai earlier this week 
banned shisha smoking in 
cafes after midnight for moral 
and health reasons. 

"The shisha cafes have 
given rise to social and securi- 
ty problems," Maj. Gen. 
Tamim told the daily Gulf 
News. 

“We live in a country which 
has social and Islamic restric- 
tions. and w e wfl] fight any- 
thing which contradicts our 
morality.'' he said. “It is not 
good for a woman to sit 
among men and smoke the 
shisha." 

Maj. Gen Tamim said the 
move followed complaints by 
residents living near the shisha 
cafes. He said the new regula- 
tion applied to independent 
cafes as well as those run by 
hotels. 

“We have informers at each 
hotel and many of them were 
shut because they violated the 
rules." he was quoted as say- 
ing. 

Shishas. also known as a 
“nubbly-bubblies’’ or 

“hookahs.” are served in cafes 
across the UAE and are pop- 
ular amcnc UAE nationals as 
well a.- Foreigner. 


Hacker turns 
Netanyahu 
Internet site 
into pom 
display 


TEL AVTV ( AFP i — Internet 
suffer seeking information 
about Prime Minister 
Benycmih Netanyahu and his 
wife. Sarah, or. an Israeli gov- 
ernment Web site were 
shocked recently to find pic- 
tures of raked women appear 
on their computer screen offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

Officials in Mr. Netanyahu’s 
office said a computer hacker 
had succeeded in creating 
alternative Lueraei sites with 
addresses practically identical 
*o that of the prime minister’s 
official site 

’ w-Aw.pmo.sovjJ*. 

The hacker filled his sites 
wnh pornographic pho- 
tographs which were wily dis- 
covered thanks to a rash of 
telephone caii> from aston- 
ished internet users, the offi- 
cials said The pirate sites 
were ci-osgd on Tuesday and 
atSherltis* have launched an 
investigation into the incident, 
they said 

Ar. IsaeS hacker known 
only by hi* internet signature 
Analyzer cased a bigger stir 
this march by reportedly 
breaking into Internet rites run 
bv the US. milsiav. 








PATHFINDER DEAD ON MARS: The Pathfinder/Sojoumer spacecraft contained 
in the group of airbags (lower R) is shown as it prepares to land on the surface of 
Mars in this artist's conception. Scientists failed in a bid to contact the Mars 
Pathfinder Tuesday, declaring the craft officially 'dead' four months after the end of 
a mission that produced the closest look at the red planet's surface. Team members 
at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory said goodbye to the lander and its- little rover 
Sojourner 250 days after its dramatic landing on July 4 last year — and shortly after 
getting no response to one last set of commands (Reuters photo) 


Big five see Annan to back 
revival of Cyprus talks 


UNITED NATIONS <R) — 
Envoys from the five perma- 
nent members of the Security 
Council met U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan on 
Tuesday to express support for 
U.N. efforts to revive negotia- 
tions aimed at ending the divi- 
sion of Cyprus*, council sources 
said 

Mr. Annan's special adviser 
for Cyprus. Diego Cordovez. 
who was present at the meeting 
between Mr. .Annan and repre- 
sentatives from the United 
States. Russia. Britain. China 
and France, will begin a visit to 
Nicosia on March 17. U.N. 
sources said 


Mr. Cordovez, a former 
Ecuadorean foreign minister, is 
expected to visit Athens on 
March 23 and Ankara on 
March 24 before flying to 
Geneva two days laier to gave a 
briefing for envoys appointed 
to follow developments in the 
Cyprus question. 

Cyprus has been virtually 
partitioned since 1974 when 
Turkish troops took over the 
north of the island in reaction 
to a coup in Nicosia engi- 
neered by the junta then ruling 
Greece. 

Talks aimed at reuniting 
Cyprus as a bi-zonak bi-com- 
munal federation have contin- 


ued sporadically for decades. 

They have been on hold for 
the past few months, pending 
elections that resulted in the re- 
election last month of 
President Glafcos Clerides, 
who heads the internal! onally- 
recognised Greek Cypriot-led 
government 

Me Clerides. representing 
the Greek Cypriots, and 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash. held their most 
recent inconclusive face-to- 
face meetings at Troutbeck, 
New York, last July, and at 
Glion. Switzerland, in August 


Israeli right wing blasts TV 
series on 50th anniversary 


TEL AVTV (.AFP) — A docu- 
mentary -eries on Israel's his- 
tory bring broadcast by public 
television to mark the state's 
jubilee has come under fire 
from Jewish settlers and 
rightwingers for being pn> 
Palestinian. 

Israel's Deputy Education 
Minister Moshe Peled has 
culled for the weekly series 
“Tkouma ’ t Renai ssancc >. 

which traces major events in 
the Jewish state’s 50-year his- 
tory. to he tanned 

"This scries is political and 
distorts history. As presented, it 
resembles u programme for the 
renaissance of the Palestinian 


people." Mr. Peled said. 

Nlr. Peled. who is close to 
Jewish settlers, said he had 
received dozens of complaints 
from viewers indignant about 
the tone of the series, particu- 
larly one programme about 
Israeli oppression of .Arabs 
during the first years of the 
country's existence under a 
military regime. 

Series presenter Yoram Gaon 
quit on Tuesday to protest at 
the preparation of a film about 
the start of Palestinian resis- 
tance in the l^TOs. the Yediot 
■Ahronot newspaper reported 

The documentary, using 
Palsane Liberation 


Organisation archives, takes its 
title “Biladi-BiladT’ from the 
Palestinian national anthem 
and presents the Palestinian 
virion of Israel as the enemy. 

A right-leaning university 
researcher working on the 
series said that particular pro- 
gramme “would have a better 
place in a series on the 50th 
anniversary of Palestinian 
autonomy.” 

But leftwing historian Yigal 
Elam said he believed Israel 
was "a sirfficiently adult coun- 
try to confront its past" adding 
that the series had attracted an 
exceptionally large audience. 


Uproar in Knesset over Barak’s remarks 


TEL AVIV (AFP - — An 
Israeli deputy sparked 
uproar in parliament 
WednesJaj by asking oppo- 
sition reader Ehud Barak if 
he would have become a 
Nazi if bum in pre-war 
Germany since he recently 
said he would have joined a 
‘terrorist group” if bom a 
Palestinian. 

“What would Mr. Barak 
have answered if asked why* 
he would have done during 
World War H if he had beer, 
bom in Germany." asked 
Michael Kleiner, a far-right 
member of the Geshcr Party, 
from the Knesset podium. 

The challenge to the iejder 
of the Labour Party drew 
loud protests from the oppo- 
sition benches which forced 


speaker Dan Tic ho n to sus- 
pend the session. 

Mr Barak outraged the 
pojittcul right and embar- 
rassed his own party last 
week by telling a television 
interviewer "If I were u 
young Palestinian, I would 
choose to be part of a terror- 
ist organisation." 

Mr. Barak quickly tried to 
correct the statement, saying 
he meant to express under- 
standing of Palestinians’ 
national aspirations and frus- 
tration with the deadlock in 
peace negotiations under 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

He went on to condemn 
attacks by Palestinian 
activists on innocent civil- 
ians. 


But his remarks came back 
to haunt him Tuesday when 
a Hamas member on trial for 
killing II Israelis justified 
his actions by citing the 
Labour leader. 

“Barak himself said that if 
he had been Palestinian he 
would have joined an armed 
resistance group." Ayman 
Qafishe told journalists dur- 
ing his trial before a military 
court. 

“That’s just what we did 
by becoming Hamas sol- 
diers,” he said, using the 
acronym for the Lslamic 
Resistance Movement, the 
main Paiestinlan group 
opposed to autonomy agree- 
ments signed by Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat with 
Israel. 
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Indian group plans 

global "fools’ meet 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
private forum wfl] hold a 
global conference of ’Tools" 
here on Friday to send out 
the message that people with 
no malice can harm none. A 
procession with floats led by 
a donkey will be the high- 
tight of the event, said Ram . 
Prakash Gupta, one of the ..... 
organisers. “Fen: us, the 
key is a symbol of rever- 
ence... all presentations are 
made before bis majesty. The 
message... is that ‘fools do 
not fight They do not cheat 
and they remain at peace 
with each other.'" He added’ 
that the event was relevant 
the current political atmos- 
phere. “Can any country beat SJJsr-J 
us in footing around?" Gupta *M. V 
asked. T*C. 
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Pig hero is 
immortalised in 
cathedral carving 
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LONDON (AFP) — One of 
two British pigs which 
escaped freon an abattoir to 
freedom and national fame, 
has been immortalised in a 
carving at an historic cathe- 
dral. One of the “Tamworth 
Two,” Butch, has been 
carved on a pinnacle to grace 
die 13th century Lady 
Chapel of Hereford 
Cathedral. The tale of the 
two Ginger Tamworth pigs, 
which wriggled out of the 
hands of abattoir workers in 
Malmesbury and swam to 
safety across a river, pro-^ 
voked media frenzy. For}- ; 
days afterwards, they were* - 
celebrated fugitives, pursued '} 
by a posse of police, animal 
welfme workers and journal- 
ists. The pair were now live 
in luxury at an animal sanc- 
tuary. 
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Accused cookie 
thief says cop’s 
song ‘degrading’ 


OAKLAND (R) — A man 
accused of stealing a cookie 
has charged Oakland police 
with devising '“the most 
degrading'’ punishment imag- 
inable: forcing him to listen to 
a cop sing “Escape, the Pina 
Colada song." Julian 
Aldarondo has filed a com- 
plaint with the Oakland police 
review board. “This is with- 
out a doubt the most degrad- 
ing and humiliating experi- 
ence I have ever encountered 
and... I am in a complete stale 
of shock," Aldarondo said in a 
signed statement. Aldarondo 
was accused of swiping a gin- 
ger pecan cookie from the 
Critics Comer Cafe in 
Oakland before heading to a 
movie on June 13, 1997. 
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Wisconsin teen 
sets tall stilts record 


ORLANDO (R) — A 

Wisconsin teenager who 
practised stiltwalking in a 
farmyard silo set a world 
record for walking on the 
tallest stilts, officials at 
Universal Studios Florida 
said. "liltin' Travis" Wolf 
took 25 steps on stilts 125 
metres tall. Skip Sherman, a 
senior executive at Universal, 
said. An official from the 
Guinness World Records ver- 
ified the feat by 16-year-old 

Wolf, who broke the record 
held by his father, “Steady 
Eddy" Wolf, who walked on 
stilts 12.13 metres tall in 
198S. “Stiltwalking is really 
important to our family and I 
wanted to keep the tradition 
alive," Travis Wolf said. 
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‘Bean' director lashes 
snobbery over film 
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LONDON fAFPj — The 
director behind the hit come- 
dy film “Bean" is not a happy 
man. Mel Smith said snob- 
bish judges have snubbed the 
movie because they don't, or 
can’t, understand the juvenile, 
inane humour it contains. 
“Bean” stars Rowan Atkinson 
as a hapless Briton let loose 
on a prestigious U.S. an acad- 
emy. It's certainly not subtle, 
but it appeals to all generar 
tions. Despite grossing $216 - 
million worldwide, making it 
one of Britain’s most success- ■ 
fill films ever, it failed to 
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receive a single nomination •--a. 
for a Bafta awad, the higher \ T . 

British honour a movie can"'T^>, 4 * ,| ' r . j. '■ * t. 
get. • ' ^ 
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